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1R OTTAWA WORKING GROUP

THE ILLEGAL PROLIFERATION AND MISUSE OF LIGHT WEAPONS AN»'
SMALL ARMS

In Atteudance: Chris Smith, Christophe Carle, David Meddings, Wendy Cukier, Tariq Raui
Paddy Rawlunsn, Michael Hallowes, J'en Smith

Backgrmand and Context

The Canadian Centre for Foreign Poiioy Developnieat invite Chrîs Smith to bring together amultichsciphnaxy group of experts on issues relating to the illegal prolifertion and rnisuse oflight weapons anid sn2all armns. The intention behind The meeting was to offer the group theopportunity to discuss irmovative approaches to the probleIns created by and related to light
weapons proliferation.

The common undersanling amongst the proup is that we are unequivocally supportive of therecent surge i ri terest by NQOs, certain foreign governmnenxs and security analysts in liglitweapons proliferation and the misusec of firearms. In this spirit, we are cautious of a significantand scrious lacuna, naznly thec near nion-existence of a research culture and a robust paradigmrwhich can assist in thre ftirther devetopments anid understanding of what is becomring a mostcritical security issue iu the late twentieth centutry. Through this working group we hope tamake s significaut contribution to thre development of a researcir culture wbich addresses a setof issues which have ernerged since the end of thre CoId War. Tis would scem to be a usefiuand necessary collaboration between a multidisciplinary group of academica and those groupsand organisations involved in advocacy and policy formulation. At thre sanie ture however werecognise that these issues are immensely complex which means that we are very ui:h at thestart of the formulation of a research firamnework wich we hope to bc able to reflue over thezornincr monthev


