
and forced nations such as Canada, Chile and Mexico to pursue their own common trade

agreements. The commitment of the United States to hemispheric integration embodied a dramatic

turnabout in U.S. policy, since prior to the 1980s the United States had been cither hostile or

disinterested in integration, preferring a hub and spokes model of bilateralism with the United

States as the hub. In the 1980s, that changed, and such actions as the Caribbean Basin Initiative of

the Reagan Administration, the Enterprise for the Americas initiative of the Bush Administration

(1990), the U.S.-Canada Free Trade Agreement (1989) and the North American Free Trade

Agreement (1994) were concrete manifestations of the new U.S. orientation.

Within the Caribbean and Latin America the commitment to economic integration has had a


