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'1HE PASSING 0F A FOUNDING MEMBER 0F THE GROUP 0F SEVEN

rthur Lismer, a founding member of Canada's
q Group of Seven died in a Montreal hospital
onth at the age of 83.
he Group was founded in 1919 by seven artists
penit their weekends and holidays sketching in
ýorgian B3ay district and Northern Ontario as an
c from the routine work of Toronto studios.
became s trongly attached ta the rocky, pine-
northemn wilderness, with its lonely lakes,
forests and brilliant autumn colours.
anadian landscape had prcviously been de-

in conventional European and British hues,
ese young painters wanted ta show the grandeur
a northern lands in a more dramatic manner.

the influence of the French imprcssionists,
evolved a bold and vigorous style based on
1, pattern and simplification af form. Their

shocked many art critics but in time their
:)egan ta gain recognition.

!SE 0F CAREER
,iSmer was bomn in Shefield and studied art
twerp before coming ta Canada in 1911. When
irst World War broke out, he moved from To-

where he was working with an engraving
o Halifax, where he was commissioned ta paint
wecpers and sea-planes for the, Canadian War
rials. Most of these paintings are now the pro-

of Canada's National Gallery. Some of Dr.
Wrs most important canvasses were palnted
en 1921 and 1927. He was vcry mucli under the
af the rugged Algama landscape, and, in the
it colours and giant rhythms af his paintings, Dr. Arthur Lis mer

'okes the majesty of this haunting wilderness.
of Dr. Lismer's lufe was dcvoted ta teaching. Canadian winters lias a special appeal for

ýcame principal af tie Nova Scotia College of Jackson, many ai whose famiiar paintings i
;hortly aftcr he maved ta that province, and winter scenes. Lawren Harris prcierred the
1 two Yeats he had transiormed it inta a iirst- landscapc oi the narth shore ai Lake Superio
art school. In 1933 he iounded thc Chuldren's his paintings stand out for tlie degree of the
::ritre in Toronto, wlicre lie worked on pro- straction and the cold but vibrant calours lie
ive mcthods of teaching. He also speiit a year The otlier foumding members -J .E.H. MacI)i
iith Africa arganizing art classes for chuldren. Franz Johnston and Frank Carmichael - are
'as thc educatianal supervisor of tlic National Another artist, who belonged ta this group of pa
rY af Canada and tlie Art Association of Mon- but died three years before thcy became lcno
Until two years aga, Dr. Lismer was principal the Group of Seven thraugh a joint exhibition h

ýc School af Art and Design at the Montreal Toronto - was Tom Thomson. Born in a smal:
Lim af Fine Arts. in Ontario, lie spent Uic early years ai his lifi

iarmn near Owen Sound, Ontario and became dt
SMEMBERS 0F THE GROUP ta thc Canadian northland. He had a natural Ii
ather founders ai Uic Group are stili living: outdoor life, was a skiUiful canoeiat, and was

Varley (86), A.Y. Jackson (84) and Lawrcn bic ai kecping up wlth thc best guides and tra
s(81). Varley was thc anc artist of the Group The smali sketches ini whidli li made use ai

'8ted primarily in portraiture. He went onl oc- simple colours praject a jewel-like quality. H
nl aCmnina f ring fn C.Pnruinn Rat, linwuwpv.- drowned in Aleonanin Park in 1917. <See

ine


