
S3uch large firnis may build froni 50 to 300 houses or
more at onle time on a large tract of land they have purohased
and sub-divided Into building lots, Ini the larger projeots,
provision will be miade for 50110015, Ohurc0116, shops, paved streets,
sidewalcs, Underground utility services, parics and playgrounds,

iormerly construction work virtually stopped dur ing the
winter months when below-zero temperatu'es prevented building with
the usual techniques. In recent years the construction industry
and the Federal Governmeflt have maade efforts to solve this problem
and thus permit builders to offer year-round work to tlieir
oniployees., Research has resulted In improved building techniques;
governmefnt-spoflsored incentive payments have encouraged builders
to do more winter construction. Special winter-buiildiiig teohniques,
such as asing heated, pre.-mixed conorete and enclosing the construc-
tion-site lui temuporary plastic tents which can be heated, are now
comno n.

Since Canada Is one of the worldts largest producers of
wocod and wood produots, it follows that..a great deal of wood is
Used in Ganadian house-buildiI1g, It is estimated that three ot*

of' four niew houses (single-detached, semi-detaohed, duplex and row)
are of' wood-franie construction. In wood-framIe construction the
basic frame or sieleton of the house is of luxnber but the exterior
Walls, which are added later, may be of atone, artificial stone,
brick, stuoco, mnetal or wood. One out of' four of' the new homes
are made of' solid brick, stone or cement block,

About three out of rour single-detached houses now being
built in Canada al'e bungalows; 17 per cent are split-level houses;
7 per cent are two-.storey houses.

Pre±abrioation as a method of house-buildilg is attraotIflg
Inci'easing attention bocause of the savings which can be made
thro.igh a centra lized'operat Ion and assembly-lilO rethods. Uousing
colnPonents suoh as roof' trusses, oxtei'ior walls, interior partitions
atLd kitchen units are made at a central faotory and then trucked
to thç building site, where a bassinent lias been exoavated and a

foU-ndation of poured concrets or concrets blocks completed, Using
Prefabrioêted components two mnu can assemblç a tbh'se- or four-
be&room, hous In £ive worlcing days. On large projects, with orews
of specialiats, this building time oan be reduced.

Continuing researchi and a changing and expanding consumer
dexuand resuits lu new building materiala bsing introduced on the
market in a steady ati'eam.

Plywood has now replaosd luber in xnany interior and
extOrior uses. Fre-painted pl"iood exterior sid.ing is a recent
Innovation, Pre-painted aluinwu, and steel siding, because thsy
requ.ire îittîe maintenance, are being used more and more despite
a soniewhat higher cst at present.


