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POST-WAR PLANNING

~ On March 16 Pensions Minister Mackenzie tabled at the first meeting of the

‘select House of Commons committee on social security a report on social

security fer Canada prepared by Dr, Leonard C, Marsh, research adviser to the
Dominion's advisory committee on reconstruction,

The renort sets outs

{(a) The main features of relevant social legislation slready cxisting
in this country,

(v) The metheds by which these provisions may be impreved or reformed,

“Bparticularly by transformation of the coverage eand technique to a contribute

ory social insurance basis,"

{¢) "The prineciples which sheuld be considered if the construction
8f a comprehensive social security system is to be undertaken in the most
fruitful and effective manner,"

It is omphasized that the report is not 2 compendium of draft measures,

but that public discussion is necessary before the "blueprints® are drawn
up, The report will be discussed by the House committee, whiech is cxpected
to make roccommendations,

Whether the whole program of social security should be brought into operation
&t one time or in some ordered sequence is left to be deeided dy the pattern
of the events of the war's termination and of other items of post-war policy
as well as by public opinion,

The benefit rates suggested also are put forward as subject to further
discussion,

On the comstitutional issue the recoort emphasizes that proper intogration
and administration of a comprehensive schome will not be possible unless
the fedoral and provincial governments work out a clear understanding on
their respective responsibilities,

Another fundamental point emphasized is that social security legislation,
ke other elements in post-war policy, depends on the size and the maintens
&nce of the national income, As the report suggests at one ovoint, sociel
Security expenditures may be one of the "strategic factors" in postewar-
SConomic policyt "One of the necessities for cconomic stability is the
Maintensnce of the flow of purchasing-power at the time when munitions and
Other factories are closing down and war activity in many other spheres is
®ing liquidated, Sound social insurance, which is a form of investment

in physical health, morale, educational opportunities for children, family
Stability, is both & desirable and a comparatively easy vehicle of expendite
We, It is not only an eminently appropriate peescetime alternative for exe
Penditurss now being devoted to destructiont It is also a form of aring some
of the deferred backlog of consumer expenditure to which reference is so

~ %ften made only in terms of radios, refrigerators and other tangible con-

Sumerst goods, "

’°llowing are summarized the elements of the comprehensive scheme suggested
88 suitable for Canaday

1, UNIVERSAL RISKS - Benefits payable principally at standard rate
rather than dependent on past income or wages or actual amount
of premium or contribution,

4 ALl INSURABLE POPULATION:

1, MEDICAL CARE (sorvices, contributory, with Dominion-provincial coe
operation in administration of the contributions, provincial administe
ration of the services and appropriate techniques for provincial -



