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the Party may deem appropriate or the Secretariat may request. The Party shall, for
as long as the species in question is included in Appendix III, submit any amend-
ments of such laws and regulations or any new interpretations as they are adopted.

ARTICLE XVII

Amendment of the Convention

I. An extraordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties shall be convened
by the Secretariat on the written request of at least one-third of the Parties to con-
sider and adopt amendments to the present Convention. Such amendments shall be
adopted by a two-thirds majority of Parties present and voting. For these purposes
"Parties present and voting" means Parties present and casting an affirmative or
negative vote. Parties abstaining from voting shall not be counted among the two-
thirds required for adopting an amendment.

2. The text of any proposed amendment shall be communicated by the
Secretariat to all Parties at least 90 days before the meeting.

3. An amendment shall enter into force for the Parties which have accepted it
60 days after two-thirds of the Parties have deposited an instrument of acceptance of
the amendment with the Depositary Government. Thereafter, the amendment shall
enter into force for any other Party 60 days after that Party deposits its instrument
of acceptance of the amendment.

ARTICLE XVIII

Resolution of Disputes

1. Any dispute which may arise between two or more Parties with respect to the
interpretation of application of the provisions of the present Convention shall be sub-
ject to negotiation between the Parties involved in the dispute.

2. If the dispute cannot be resolved in accordance with paragraph 1 of this
Article, the Parties may, by mutual consent, submit the dispute to arbitration, in
particular that of the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague, and the Parties
submitting the dispute shall be bound by the arbitral decision.

ARTICLE XIX

Signature

The present Convention shall be open for signature at Washington until 30th
April 1973 and thereafter at Berne until 31st December 1974.

ARTICLE XX

Ratification, Acceptance, Approval

The present Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval.
Instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be deposited with the Gov-
ernment of the Swiss Confederation which shall be the Depositary Government.


