were ‘too many irade offs involved to have a dirvect impact on Canadian
policy but they did see themselves as an important catalyst in that
larger pubiic pond aut of which fdreign policy is made. In this way the
sub-committee played ah important part in developing a greater public
awarsness of the issues and a better informed constituency. Their study
atso led in part to the minister spending an unprecedented 10 days in
Central America which concluded with him saying much the same thing that

had been said hy the sub-committee.

The cortroversy, howaver, that these sub-committees aroused in
political circies partially accounts for the substantfal decline in the
committee’s activities in the succeeding year. Neither the Liberais nor
the Conservatives were anxious toe open up internal divistons or allow
members to go too far asiray, particularly when a change of leaders and
an election was n the offing. Attempts to have the committee get into
a study of the Pacific Rim and peacexeeping were postponed.. In 1983 the
committee met only 21 times and attendance declingd to 44 per cent.

Some members believe that the focus has now shifted to the Senata

roreign Affairs Committee and its imquiry into the Middle East.

& change in the way standing committees aperate .also accounts
for ¥ts declining activity. .Beainning in 1983 members could ne longer
mave freely from one committee to another. Each member was assigned to
one committee on which they could function as a specialist. This meant
limiting the members to 15 with another 15 as alternates. The
contreiling and voting power was thereby given to the 8 Liberals, 5
Conservatives and 2 WOP members comprising the new committee. Hightened
competitian for positions on the comwittee has resulted, especially for
the 0fficial Opposition which must §ind foreidn poiicy, defence, trade
and afd critics for the committee. GSince fthese designations ire based
on power and influence within the party structure thera 75 no Tanger
much opoortuniity for an interested backbencher to fird a place on the
committes. Though they are not precluded from sitting in at meetings

they irz nermitted to ask questions only if time remain: afier the




