
were 'toa many +,rade o.f f"s involved to ha.vë adir^ct impact on ^dnadian

policy but they did see therns:elve,s as an important catalyst in that

3arger public po^o out of whicSi foreign policy is made. In this way the

sub=cqmmi ttee played an ï rnportant part in developi ng a greater public

awareness of the. issues and a better informe-d eonstituençy. Their study

also led in part to the mi ni ster spending an unprecedented 10 riays. In

Gen^ral America which concluded with him saying much the same thing that

had been said by the sub-committe2.

The controversy, hew^ver, that 16hese sub-çoMMittees arGused in

pol i ttcal ci rc-l es parti al ly accourrts for the substanti'al decl'i ni^ in the

commi ttee ":s acti vi t3 es in. the succeedi ng year. Nei tlter t^e Li beral s nor

the Conservatives were'anxious to open up internal divisions or allow

members to go too far astray, particularly when a change of leaders and

an el ecti on was in the offi ng.. Attempts to have the conni ttee get i nto

a study of the Pacific R,im and pe-acekeeping were postponed._ In 198^ the

committee met only 21 timés and atteridance décl`inL^d to 44 per cent.

Some mernbers bel ieve-that the focus has now shifted to the $enate

ror•2i g^ Af fai rs C ommi tt6e; and its ï nqu fr.y intO the Middle East.

Achangë in the way 5tarrdin coirnnitte'es .i-)pe*`rate also accounts

for its declini'ng aq^tivity. 8aginning in 1983 members coul.d. no longer

move freely from one comiittee. to another. Each memher was assigned to

one committee on which they could function as a specialist.' This meant

limiting the ,nembers to 1D with 5nather: 15 as alternates.. The

controli'7 i ng and voting power was thereby given to the.8 Li bera1 s,

CortSer.vat.ives and 2 NDP members campri>ing. the new cuironittei^. Hightefled

cnmpetitioi far positions on the comiritt2e has r~esulted, espQcially fbr

the Official Opposi ti'on which muSt. find fore! g"n pdi iCy, 'defence, trrade

and ai d cri ti cs for the &omm3 ttLza. S i ncé the:sé designations ire based

on power and influence -qjwhifl the p.art}I sti`ucture ther4 is no longer

much aouortunity for an intereated ^ackbencher to fi.r.d a place: an the

cofT.rtitt2e. Though they are not precluded from sittiiu in at meetings

they ars permi.tte.d to ask questions only if time remains after the
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