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of the time .on the ceiling and is quite cute. I have named
him "Timmy". He eats the 1nsects and never seems to leave

the wall or’ celllngo (It .is supposed to be bad luck mot to
have one in yourroom.)-If he dlsappears for'a 'day T begin ~

to worry about my "luck". It is amazing to watch the lizards

in our rooms suddenly dart after a fly but if they see the

little black:-insects with the hard shell ‘they completely

llgnore them. I am told they can eat even a large moth and
if there happens to be two lizards, they almost have a fight .
over the moth. T&mmy 1s quite sensible - he usually stays on
the ceiling in the centre .of the room over the electric-

fan where it is cool. Actually, so far as insects are con-

_cerned; thlS place so far has been no worse than any summer

cottage

""The post at Vientiane ds, so ) T am. told the smallest . and

perhaps ‘that is:why it is the nicést, Also.Vientiane is much

smaller than the other 3 c1t1es and so we are thrown more on
our own for entertalnment 'There are a couple .of night clubs

where. the offlcers .go sometimes but they are very expensive.
‘Usually everyone, Just sits around the table and talks until

around ‘ten and. then strolls back to the Bungalow. We some-
times: pldy scrabble or liar's.dice but outside of a few

‘parties and .cocktails for the . hlgher ups, ‘there isn’t ‘much

to ‘do. Howevér, as everyorie has been all.over the place
there - are iany with intefesting stories.to tell, I have
seldom met "such an interesting crowd: Col. Delamare has

his W1fe here - the ‘only other Canadian woman. in Laos -

whlch is nlce for him and also nice for:me as 2 women. at
the table ma es it’ ea51er I do thlnk the Army trled to send
out; the very best types P e e

T do not know whether it is 1n deference to two women
or 1f they always.do it in army messes, but the men ‘all
change to white shirts and white trousers for dinher at

1

“night. Actually I:do think it -is a good 1dea as it would

be so easy to get' sloppy here. The, food in our mess is very
gocd as- the boys have been' taught to cook in Western style.

We have a Chinese head boy and several Chinese boys under

him. We. uSually have ' soup, fish, meat ‘course, dessert and
coffee, Wine is served’ with meals as it is apparently good
for us to have it in this c]1mate The fish is quite good.
It seems: usually to-be’ some, klnd of flllet with ‘a -sauce on

" it. Weget -fowl, :some. beef and 11tt1e pork. We do get’ buffa]o
fmeat whlch is qulte similar to. beef We get bananas and
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papaya and watermeion; also fresh tomatoes, besns and the
other day we had corn on the.cob - in March of all .things.

- I understand the fresh vegetables are brought across the

river from Thailand as the Laotians don’t bother growing
vegetables: All-drinking water has-to be purlfled but that
is done at the mess in a big canvas bag. We take. bottles

_over ‘to-the ‘mess and the boys. fill them sc we can have water

for drlnk:ng in our. rooms. It is.very flat and .insipid but.
we drink 1t anyway. ‘At the mess we. occa51onally have ice.
It is'so nice to have: something cool! ‘Extras such as ice are
paid’ for by ‘contributions frem all of us.to the mess. G1nger )
ale and lime juice is also brought in:from Hong Kong. Once -
a week we have a Laotian dinner and once a week a Chinese
dinner, just to vary things. We can have eggs for breakfast
and sometimes orange juice. Also toast and coffee. The
coffee is terrible but condensed milk is availabie which
helps to disguise the flavour of the coffee.

Actually, life here could be compared to living in a
summer colony. The city is supposed to have some 25,000
people “in it:but ‘it doesn’t look very big. Much of.the
cooking is done outside. The Laotians are very fr:endly
and 1t is perfectly safe to go anywhere, day or night.
Walklng here in the: evening is just strolling inthe country,
Becausé there is no industry to speak of here, clothes do
not get @ dirty-and: ‘the~inconveniences are- more - like those:
to be found 10 a summer- cottage colony : :

?%en I arrived 3 Fllm Board men were here taklnp plc-;
tures: of- the work of the: Commission and_ other .things in
Indo-China.- ]hey are presently oh a trip up .to;one of the~
flxed tean sites: I-believe. they are quite. pleased w1th the
work ‘they have done here. Perhaps you will be; able to; see,
the résults .when they get the film made, -One, ‘very .amusing.
thing happened, there’ was a church festlval here :and_they.
wanted’ to get some sound effects from;it. They borrowed a
generator or+something from: the. Amer1cans ‘here.. but had,
brought ‘a‘great -deal ‘of other equipment with them. But they
s1mp1y could not get 1t to: wark The .head: prlest “heard. aboqt;
everything which they used to do recordlng work themselves.
It worked perfectly and the film board got their sound
effects. Jt is typical of this primitive country that they
have mechanized transport and that the priests have modern
scund equipment!



