Lessons in English Literature, VIII.
By Etranox Romissow.
Le Morte Darthws,

When Chaucer wrote, and for nearly a hundred
vears- after; all books had to be copsed by hand.
Many of these manuscripts, tha 19, hand-written
books, are to be seen in musenms and great librames,
and very beautiful some of: them are; but; as you
may imagime, they were rare and costly. Bes:ldte
in the tinrteenth century the art: of prmtmg was
brought to England by William Caxton, wie set
up a prmting press at Westminster,

Caxton, who was a wise and’ learned’ mas, did
4 great deal to increase knowledge in England: He.
made a wise choice of the books: that: he pristed,
sometimes translating books from: other
sometimes  printing: the best hooks that: lad! been
written: i English.  Among the latter was Sir.
Thomas Malory's Book of King Arthur and' of s
noble Knights of the Round: Tabile, cailed' “ e
Morte Darthur.” This was: printed’ at: Wiestminster
in the vear 1485, , _

We know hardly anything abowt: Sir Thomas
Malory; indeed, we know nothing; certainly, but:
what he tells us of himself at the end! of his book.
He closes it n these words:

This book was ended the ninth: year of thie reign of King
Edward the Fourth by Sir Thomas Maltore; Kiight: as

Jesu help him for His great might, as he & the servamt: .

of Jesu both day and nighe

He had great skill in telling stories, and he wrote
beautiful English. His book is one of the very
famous ones in our langnage, and has: been: printed
over and over again since Caxton printed' it,, and
read with delight by many readers iy all the: years:
since then, :

Now, who was the King Acthur of whom: Malory

wrote? Some people have said, indeed it: was: saad'

even in Caxton’s time, there never was such: a: King:
and that all the stories written about' him: were bt
fables. But' scholars tell us that' there certanly
was a prince or leader of the Britons named! Arthiur;
who lived in the beginming of the fifth: century; and
fought against the Picts: and' Scots: who were: in-
vading Britain from the north; and’ the Saxoms; or
English, who were landing on the east: coast. B‘ﬁ
anything more than this that' we read about: ham
must be taken as story, not as history. It musthave
 Heen very soon after his death that' songs: began to
be made about him and his great deeds; first among:
the British in Cornwall and Wales; then among:the
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people of Brittany, in France. There were prose
stories. written about himy ini. Wieloh: and i Latim,
and. poems. in Norman-French, and i the. Freneh |
of the south. And inv-all of these, Arthur- 152 great
ne old. writes, “ nor will the: future show,us.-his: -
cqual,—he alone towers over all’ r kings, better
And. Caxtow says, “ In.all places, Christian and .
heathen, he is reputed and taken for one of the nime.-
worthy, and the first of the three Christian men.* "
[t was said of him; as it. has been:said of other great::
Yu.s‘.ﬁm-yufssan;izm}medsi '  that. .
say it shall be so, but rather I will say;. here in this:

* The nine. worthy .are: Three Heathen, namely, Hector -
of Troy, Alexander the Great, Julius Cetsar; Theee Jews: -
Joshia,  David 'and Judas . Maccabeus; Three Christian.:
men: Atthur, Charlemague,. and Godirey of ‘Boulogpe.

tHere lies -Aethur,: King.that ‘was,. Kingthat  shallibe.




