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e makes the following suggestions :

() That the first class receive a course of instruction in horticul- |
ture. and dairying. It should be made of such a character that it '
would interest and instruct them, and at the same time develop their
mental powers by accurate observation and reasoning.

b That instead of studying blology as in the past, the class should
take up only a few of the most common plaots and animals, and make a
thorough study of these,

() That a regular summer course for teachers be given at the school
of agriculture . & @ I should propose that such a course
should begin on the Tuesday following the provincial examinations, and
continue for a term of four weeks.

Ixspecror Maclstosn (District No. 2):

Every yrar shows advancement in the class of school buildings,
grounds and surroundings New school houses are being built every
vear. old ones repaired and enlarged, school grounds graded and fenced.
trves planted, ete.  The general tendency Is in the line of making the
school room and its surroundings more comfortable, convenient and
home like. It is very evident that while good buildings and proper
apparatus are very desirable and important factors in successful work
what we need more than anything else is good feachers. We cannot
have good schools without gocd teachers 1f we couli retain all our
guod teachers and ir crease their number every year by the addition of
ten or (ifteen good ones, we would soon have an ideal state of educational
affairs e e * Except in a limited number of the schools,
writing is poorly taught, especially to beginners. More use should be
made of the blackboard in explaining principles and teaching the forma-
tion of the letters, and the spacing and connecting of them. The pen-
manship of many high school pupils is poor. in some cases almost
illegible, and no doubt assists in making failures at the provincial
examination.

One hundred and fifteen sections voted on the compulsory attendance
act with the result that sixty adopted it. 1bave no doubt that next
year the act will be generally adopted throughout the dhtrict.,

Inspecror Muxro (District No. 3), says that music
and calisthenics are receiving much attention in this
district, and teachers are using great efforts in preparing
themselves to teach these subjects successfully. In-
spector Munro, influenced by the good results obtained
from vertical writing, now advocates that it be made
compulsory in junior grades.

Drawing is no longer regarded as a new subject ; the belief is that it
has come to stay. Consequently it is a rare thing to find a school with-
out books. Teachers, too, are becoming better acyuainted with the
suhject, as one can see in the improved work of their pupils. Insome
schools the drawing may be characterized as beautiful. In view of
artistically executed work of this kind, every reasonable person will
concede that the school of to-day is conferring a special boon, and that
to know how to draw will ere long be a valuable element in the
average pupil's equipment. ¢ ¢ ¢ In Yarmouth town schools
we have some teachers that, in my opinion, are equal to any in the
province. They have knowledge, experience, skill ; they are faithful
workers, judicious in disciplive, and feel that the formation of character
Is a matter of the first importance. The work of their pupils is tested
by competent principals, and it always gives satixfaction. A brief visit
to these schools is profitable What a great benefit, then, young people
looking to teaching would receive if, as a condition of getting a license,
they had to pass two or three months in these schools, not as lookers on,
but doing the work themselves under the direction of the teachers.

With this training they would enter their own schools, grounded in the fact
that to drill is the main business of the teacher—not merely to hear les-
sons. There are some departments in Shelburne town school to which

these remarks also apply.”
InspecTor Morsg (District No. 4) !

Puor teachers are to be

ing of the present day are producing legitimate resu

found, but_they are pot SO numerous as

formerly. Higher scholastic attainments and better professional train-
Its. The numberof | a8 well. The teacher very

The Compulsory Attendance Act was adopted in 89
out of 172 sections : -

The Heaith Readers are now being used in most schools of this dis-
trict with very beneficial results. A large amount of useful knowledge
is thus belng imparted in a more systematic manner than was possible
to be given by inexperienced teachers without the aid of such books.”

Inspector Morse recommends that for the French
wection an advanced French reader and a French gram-
mar be prescribed. There is certainly no man in the
province whose opinion on this subject is entitled to so
much respect. Yet we cannot help doubting the wis-
dom of the recommendation. It would certainly be a
great advantage for the French sections to have teachers
able to speak both French and English, but there should
be no text-books in French before the pupils had
reached the eighth grade and the high school course.
Ixspecror Roscoe (District No. 5) :
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Inspecror McIsaac (District No. 6):

“ One cannot help noticing how much the success of our common
schools depends npontheexcenenoewithwhhhonr.mdemhlndm
schools,inwhichourteachemsreumﬂwpmpupdformm
examination, do their work. Ipdeedthemorethemdemicw of
work is raised,t.hemoremmlywillourteuchers in the lower schools
andgudespoeseesabmtyfortheirwork. And this is true not merely
in the matter of scholarships, but with regard to methods of teaching
patorally endeavors to make his. own ‘the

method pursued in the schools that enabled him to pass from the posi-

. > is increasing, and the influence of their training
el egasr ot " tion of a pupil to that of & teacher. Of course, if all our teachers had

is to be seen in the work of the young teachers who are entering the

the benefit of a normal school traming, this dependence of the common

profession.




