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'nteetuaIl gre3tnesis Seemns to surpass that of otheýr perioi.
These are :-

1. The Chaticerian l>eriod. extending over the latter part
of Edwardl 111 reigt) and the %vhole of that of Richard Il.

2. The Shakespeare-in Period, wvhich sheds stich a radi
ance over the reigns of Elizabeth and James I. In the
genlus of their wvriters, though flot in their nunibers, these
atre suplerior to those wvhich followv.

3. The thini pyerioti is the era of Swiîft, Addison, Prior,
and Pope, or during the reigu, of Anne.

4. The last imiy be placed in the early part of the 1t*th
Century, and i le rndereti illustrions by siuch nainmes as those
of Soott, Byron, ,Shelley, Keats, WVordsvorth, Moore, and ea
host of othtNr lu poetry, not to mention thio4e taking a fore-
rnio4t place i other branches of Literature. Indeeti Svotts
elnduring faine is iLs a prose wvriter rather than as aet.

11n seleeting these as the great periodai ini the history ofEnglisbi Iuiutens, the ian 'nv writer8, whose literary gonuu has
mheti its light over tbe iutervening trnes, inust flot be ingor-
eil. To do so would l>e to eviamee titipardonable ignorance of
the stl>jeut of which this series of artieles (Am ho but at skel.-
ton mk*th. To the eniquirer the ines w'hich precedeti orfallowed mach andi ail o! these periois inust ho fruittiul of
initeremt anil o! information.

NexL ta kspae probably the greate4t naine ia ourliternry auinis im that o! John Milton. Ilis genuus abusc
wuujtld tnake him age a great une, andi il le difficukt ta pass bythe opaoh o! the auithor o! Pliesdlue Lost to select another
perloti US greate,4r, thouIgh llot one of is Wr-it(er caoj Comnpare
ilu gou'lils wlt th imtilulinse poot of the Colniomnwealth,

lu ilhoosing the Chaiicrian perlod as the first of ouir great
literary crs thm faci imust not 6e ove.r-looked that before
thut till. tiiert: wem writers-and great writers - of whomi
our Mother Cointr 7 could bost. Alfredi bat given ihe
encouragement of royal example and patronageto mn of


