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THLE PRO1PIIET _ANCIENT ANI) MI)ERN.
Ily i ou'i'ssoîi J1. F". I\i Curdy, Spad inla Road.

eoill(I~î bî.e pe>1ddb lle p' seutoi oif Socra-

Sae'l his <<cxii <il W( iide' ii xelpicl lias l(icl
.1iîîîî;y Thel tu. li ojliilif cisii('ates lias biii'

lie o uthe1 fiisi iistieie in- inîg ii istcry, aliI tiiot
liot iiiereiy Iniaeîli1 (À Ilie wi<lian<d nobitiy ofi flic
vieiuî and thie i hylcuis ab' urdity anid inijiîsiiee cf tihe
sentence. W îî 1hiaes il Iiilci'ale is raltier I lie lact
that the (Icedi w-Iis tv lea(ý jI ain oniiee fcî'ni or anoichcr
is bcing continual]y re-enacteil. Every pr'cphet anîd
eveî'y genuinely proplietic î-eîtmuient lias to face a I ike
tribunal and biet ccideiuned. Andi every age fîtrnisies
as cenîsors and prtiseciit<irs îîct cnly ifs uutltitilkîngt ani
coiinoncîpiace Aniytus and Meletus, but its w'itty ait i ae-

coiîpl ished Arisfc plia nes. A nation aîîd a coinnuinity
arc, iii tact, tesfed by their treatineîît of their propliefs.

WThat wvas if,, then, that distinguislied Xencphcin anid
I>Iato anti t e i, olier ediipaicrs cf fcrtsflting -wilh
the niastei- lîluiisci f, froin i le mass cf cifizetîs cf fli mcxi
t'Iil 1~iteîîed state of aiitit1uiiv? It vai just fuis
babit c'f iiiiiid an<d ;iol] w\Iiili it w'as flic miissioni cf
Soerai es to aiwa ke<, thlat sees flic mo(rail cntraidictionis

ani titi îieisistt'<iees o et crrelît domniuanut opinion, won-
ders at in n d ifu pouideris over theîin. I>i'tbably ni) onie
t'ee lielped iii the lekist tii l)'atlei oi tleepeui tie retheet-

ivQ<lcuýt o tf liis peupleC or t c sfîîîi <date theni tb practieci1
rei'n in lite anit lili fiel s. to whliu hIe iloral toile andii

teuiipeu' (If Society huid not bî'î'uie a uc radiix elî:îl I igiiig-
aittention aid dei l li (xl]auiatiiî.

Tflîi i. oniili tiifie the iîîîsi valiiable (of aiil h istorieal
>,tiidis to eciisiderî cîîtstauiding enses cf pîîpîîiîî inftai-
t ion and jidieial fîîlly, iixed ci unîiilixeui Nvilhi officiai
nu trage. The ecli ef 4 <'a w~baek, als a ii] e, Ioi Sîîeh.rl
<Ii(ilu is 1tuai1 ie wîIl <'li hc alreaily liaide 111. iLs iniîd
11)(11 I lie iiiiuîai q1Ie ' tiens ah issue. 'l'ie observer lias,

Ilfieu efite. li ttle i r nith îug of i t bt sjîcîitcnecuis inlward
s-enltii'ut w'lieil is flic ieessaî'y St imiuluîs tg ciiergetie,
prai~îteal tltitikiîigl,. -o iiîueh indigniationi at flic dtfi
senIfenceý cf Socrahes andt Savonarola aîd Blrunîo anti-
Selrvetus lias lîeen alr-eady givi foîfli by cm' predeces-
sers fha.t we thiinl if scareely necessary to tî'y thc cases
again. In. tact, very little original senitimnt is flcw-
adavs evokcd by fliese or tlic like flagrant cases cf in-

.j4c. Moreover, flic issues ilmvlvedc ar'e iii a sense
Miifiquahf'd, or seeîii Io lils to be anfîiuated, wîieh prae-

t i''al]y aniounts Io fli, -,aille, fhinig. Aecci'diiîgly wve tis-
mi ss theni frcin oii tlîcuglîts as i rrelevalit tii ;n'esoiuîh
day inatteis, pprliapsal ctheli saîine tbine relievîîîg oui-

hiiîiîeîta'io'ur ageil siîisi ofi rîgll lîy hestcwig, a

t lie, past.
Ni w. i f 111S lus io tle hlle end oif îîîîr stiîdy cf cîfiquity,

o(ifu liîsf<iî'yý àti aIi, is scîlyWorth whilc fo lei<
il. 'hie( 8xl îoy cr hi is îîi'Y lias8 11u0 Moral quiekeiuing in. il

îîuîie(Ss if ne] <a lis I lie Sftîly oif "scnîcthiiîg far miore
tieiiy îieî'îied '' wlicl ansxvcrs to flie llebrcîv

cileeîlict ct i>r~ilee. 'and which WC iay venture
for thie titsul i eall by thaf; gî'eatly înisuîîidcrstoocl

nine. it is elîalretel'istic cf aIl truce prophefs, Jlebrew,
i i i elui e ori icderî, h luit h liey x i,.m i vital relation. nof
iiei'l-fi) tolieiî' cwnui cgc andi peop)le, but tc evcry age

ai evcî'y pîeople. Fhieii'me'sg is prîîîiarily foi' thei
cwîî eîi t enijuiîa lies. Anîd yel, in a senlse, ail nriien are
fieîi' ecil i lî i ales, fi i ilie very saine message is foi' ail

f iîîîcx cnd for ali peuiîles. If, is thcy wlîo give to human
histci'v ifs efeitial significaîiee. They have, edueed for
us flic eiciiieiit ifi listcm'y wliich is vital and n)ermanent

-lic veu'y <tuil cf hiistcry-of whîiclî action and events
-:r <' iercly flic biîdy. ''TIle prophet neyer dies."' 'hat

if ho say, thie iitcrprcter cf lîîstcry lias the irnmorfalifv
whli il beiîîuîgs te Ilis niessag(e. Ant i s message is, in
Iiîie i. a ueitcî atiim of t1w efcî'îal. principles cf the moral
wuiî'd. Thiese îîriuieipies arcecvcr the sanie. It is flie

moduîe etf!flîcir applieability fo flic varying conditions
tof liîaîsoceiy tlct. grives theni perpefual treshness
anid power'. 1>ato anid Amics, wlio'lknexv nofhing cf
eleeti'ieity or' ratliiiîiii ir prctcîential tarilfs, inay for
Iieiî' snviiig coiixl stili lic lisfcned to with profit by
tfl îîdern. wcr1ti.

Th~ue cîIýrlic iol'e îîelî'xi~î relation oif flic truc propîhets
is eîiclyw fh i i a fi et icii. Tlîey ar'e out of harmoiiy

ithl thiier tiiiie anid p<icbecauxe flîy are se tari'n.
ai(iva uee ic' tlieiii. Tiey arc îîeeessarily iniinderstood
liy îiîist oifhbe, 4'illcw cit izen,; anld eiiudeînried by popu-

1,11. oiigi , t icigi lc flite nt mai~lways flic outward
.sfig<uia <if n 'ici' dcciii. Thc miode cf their despitc
îI-îl 'ejeetiîîuî varieýs Witlî flic naniers and fastes oft fle

esiii lîltlîey I ive iu flic bîdyv but fhcv are alw-ayx
iiuider itle lial o f falicîîable Opi<non. Iii thIs re-
sp)eet Iliey aie orîesc cinaî'tyns te the frufh in their

ii genet'1iiu. Il lias a]jways beeui liard for the pro-
phet to get a pi'îpcr hcaî'jiiig. 'lhie ialoritfy etls nîod-
Crus wcmilt pî'cbably iîn the days cf old have joined ini
flic ouiery agIaiuisf acrte nd flic modern Christian
is tuîsîîalll \ fcîîîul illlpI ieifl.y eoîideîiîing the prophefs
cf the ()III Testaîieiî antd the New. Net that WC do
,ii (llrc'If thei priuiciples. l'or wliich. these prephets

liveti,11( «iii I e. t )j. tir inýilotic t') disa j îuîoval is te pra'-


