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Vve would like ta cati the attention of our reaçlers ta an article on slang

w'hicl appeareti in a recent lnmber of the 1\i(itit hIdex. Even nniversity 'len

will (Io weli to cansi(ier hiow nuîichi truthi is iii it for thcml.

"Arrerican invention of ail the imîans for promnoting the welfare of, and,

whiat seems parodoxical, degrading and perniciotis ta the social body, is proverbial.

But in the fertility 'and even exul)eraflce of die facuilty, for creating nexv and

highily figurative additions ta thieir laan(,uao c). Aniericans stands par excellence,

atone. This mnay be attributed ta the desire of change. of novclty, of driving off

the music of monaotony, so distinctive of the truce Amierican character, that. ratier

than be thouglit iacking in progress, it toses cast in thie follies of extravagancc.

I n biis eniergctic and life-long pursuit of the oinnil)otent greenback, lie bas no

timie for refiing his vernacutar, or rendering it chaste anti eiegant. The press,

thc stage, the social circle, in fact ail the channels of public intercourse teein witli

thie pcrt, pointe(l, ctirrenit sayings of tlie day. 'Fli mlajority- af persons in mir

poptîlaus cities, receive withi avidity anti appian(l ail thie liglit, supierficial nonsense,

thiat is drcssed uip in thiat taw tiry garh of vulgarity, dcnominate(l slang. The

youith drinks in Nwîth grecdv car thc smnart talk of thie companiail whio draws ah-

tention by biis swaggering dlisphîr,,. To be posted on the latcst productions is con-

sitîcreti an infallibie mark of bcing tup with thie age. t t ainotints ta a catastrople

ho be tbiought beinid it. PFast life lenialids fast langulage. O n the contrary if

anc delivers hirnseif -of an eievated sentiment in an e'egant mariner, a look of

pretentîed hiorror is (leliche(l on cvery countenance. But if persans cmight

bw the tinsel of slidictioni, Nvudtrace its 10w and vulo-irsore

the offensiveness of its uise, and difficulty of overciig its l)ractice, thex

wouild shuin its tuse anti occasionl as the nîiost loathisornc infection. Tao oftcii \'e%

hiear peole of refilineît andl station allmv\ing themnselvcs this iinwortliv nmethod

of expression."

Love of in later yath, thy stcady fiane

Is stal)ler, if less brilliant, thani the rash

An(l flecting, passions of a vear ago,
Now burnt ta asli.

In tîn calini presence f. cani banisli care,

With thy swect aid mly liimibering iiuisc iiîvokc.

\Vithi thee 1 raise fair casties in the air

That end in smoke.

Lrnbroken in auir bliss, c'en thoaugh 1 bring

A hieart at once anothcer's and thine own,

['o thiv chaste lips iîo other's kisscs dling

]-l)lit mine alone.

Let others scoff and fuitile inistlt fiing,

1,iindj ta tlb m-atchiess graCe, th>' bcathy ripe,
ljninoved I' tistCi andl sercnclv sîng

?Njy 1)1(1 briar pipe. G. U. Mi.


