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Sonie of the Engiish papers are speakiug
The Copyright evely of Sir Chiarles Hl. Tupper's oui-

Questi on. svr
spoken declaration of Canada's right to

govermi eo' ilisgovcrn hierself in the copyright business, as i
aIl other umatteis reserved for lier jurisdiction under the
B. N. A. Act. It inay he that the Minister's language 'Vas

l)luntcr thati the occasion demanded. We are inclincti to
îlîink that, if correeîly reported, it xvas to soine extent want-
ing in the courteous plîraseology in whiclî usage requires
public mnen to refer to delicate questions, wlietheî' of inter-
national or of inter-Imperial concerîi. It inay be said, also,
that lus haste to declare againsi the possibility of conference
bctwccn the delegate of Britislî Authors and tlie Ottawa
Administration iiiay have been and probably was ratier
premature, as it would have l)eii soon enough to decline a
courteous requesi foi' an interview with the î'epresentaiive of
a biigbly respectable body of B3ritish citizens wbien it lied been
asked for. But iii regard to tue firsi inatter we liave littit'
doubt thiat Sir Charles will lie sustaincd, on th(e main point,
by the opinions of tie great înajority of Canadians. The
action of the Home Governuiient in tis business froin the
fim'st bias beexi such as te sugrge.st thai, as tinue passes, ilew
Jiritisli statesmnen inay be in sonîme danger of forgetting the
chiange wvlich the B3. N. A. Act brouglit about iu the rela-
tion of th(e Comfederated colonies to the British ( overnniient.
i is ]iinîed iliat the new Copyrighit Act, -vhich is to be sub-
mitted to tic Otawa (iovernmcnt as a substitute for the
rejcîed one, is to contain an assertion of Canada's riglit to
legisiate iii the matter. Sucb a preamble would seîni te
many to inake the case worse railier ilia.i better, seing that
Canada bias not, iu fact, been perîniîted to exercise that
right, and would not evidcntly be now permnitted to do soi
shîould silc refuse te modify lier original Act to suit the views
of the Britislh anîhors and publisiers, and iliose of the Col-
onial Office as liased upon these.

As we have said, we bave nlo doubi thiat
The Authors h aain oenetwlllse or

Representative, h aainGvrietwl iti or

teously te any mepmeseîtatioîis whîich Mi'.
Hall Caine, or any otiiet accredited representative of tue
l3ritislî Authors, inay bave to miale witi regar'd tii tic pro-
posed Copyright legisiation. At the sine timîîe àt canuiot be
amiss to rernind tiiose autiiors and ilîcir puhlisheî's tbat their
proposai to take counsel with tue only Governmnent whii lias
a riglit to deal with the business cornes a litile laie in the day.
Had these gentlemen liad -the courtesy and grade to mnake
their representations at Ottawa in the firsi instance, thîusrecog-
nmzing Canada's autonorny in tue natter, it nîight have heen
tnueh ensier for the Ministry to give thern a patient hearing.
hi can hardly he denied that the course thcy have pî'eferred,
in going direct to tie British Governînent wiîh thieir pleas
and protesis, thereby showing that thev were either ignorant
of Canada's positi6n in regard to thetl matter, or were deter-
mîined flot to redoginize the constitutional righîs of a colony,
bas not tinade the process of conciliation ant i utuel conces-

sion casier. Whetmer Mr. Caine cornes now iii the sugges-
tion of the Colonial office, or on the sole initiative of the
body he represents, we do not know, but a Canadien eau
scarcely resist a feeling of surprise and chagrin that the
H-orie Govemument did not sec fit to refer couiplaints to

Ottawa in the first instance. That mîght have savcd trouble

and delay, and would certaînly have been a gratifying proof
of full recognition of Canada's constitutional rights in the

premises.

If the reports wbicli have been teiegrtPîe
'The Premier at r i' c betweeuî

Winnipeg. frii Winnipeg, of tue coriferec
frind lutîat Premtier Bowe anti soine of fils political

f rindsin hatclty, may be relied on, the premier is certain-

iy flot wvanting in frankness, wbat ever mlay be bis deficien-

cies iii otiier respects. The' more iih-inrded a11mofg his

auditors seero to have resented strongiy iîisitimation that,

they werc tiîeîe to g5et ail tiîey could out of thie GoVerînîwep-
irrespective of the mrerits of their dlaimis. Wiieiiibssw
ing( andi rather harsh indictiment wvas indigrnantiy repudiated,

the Premnier 'scarcely mientiec the mnatrb ain«g thait if

those before hlim were flot of that kind they must stand out ilu

mnarked contrast to ail otmer constituencies in whichl this Wva

unmnistakab1y the case. The Premier's biuntness 01, tiis, anid

other occasions xvas unnecessary and wviil liardly have

strengtlîened the cause of bis party lu the West. Nevertîe-

less, in niaking it unnîiisýttkablly clear that he xvould coIifflui

inîiself to no rashi promises of mioney expenditure,, foi' t'le
sake of strengthening hiis Governînent, lie set an exaiPleC

wortlîy of ail imitation. t lia,, oftenl seenied to lis thai
nothing could bie inuch mlole out of tast',, or iacking iloi (30111101

courtesy, than the eereswhich is aniost ttlways, shl',

h)y party supporters, whien about to receive a visit froîn alny
minber of a Government, Dominion or Proviliciai, to pelt
îîin with petitions or represeittations in support of so>Ii<

dlaini for the' expenditure of Goverînnient îion('y ini t con-

stiîuemîcy. The Premnier 's lagaewas, wve hope, iluch, tit)

stromîg ii descrbing thepractice as universal,ani >

stanjp flin as a political pessinlist,s< fer at leasr, a, the cbitrae-

ter of constituenicies is concernced. But on the (oill1'
to say the, very leasi, sucn anl attempt to get the c'ar of the

- linîet, and, if p)ossiblie, a prýois.e f rom is chi(f, is tiik
ingu an uniair advantage of flint, and, wbat it st 1 iiO' toe l() e

deprecateti, of those constituencies wilichi lie is unhi'ile to isi

lu person, and which cannot, thierefore, bring local and per

sonl influence to bear lu the saine way. If ail nunîlsters '4t)

assailed would but inake as short work of tlit'irasihns L

Premiier l}owell seeins to have dionc, a l>ad custoinwu
so bediscontinued and a higher toile given t h

adt lesses of travellingr ininisters.

The Wat r-W rks P ending the decisiîve vote of the' People,

Problem, wvlich is to be takeni in a few wecks uPO"l
the question of the constructioni of the tonl-

nie], the Toronto City Council wlll do0 well to gec aiul b
additionai liglit possýible, in order to make assuracedul

sure. Wie ]lave fromt the first niaintained ihat the tuunel .
the most naturel solution of the problent, albeit an expents'i

one. The conditions seem simple enough. The wvateri' 1 tO

be hr.(l in abundance and of excellent quIlity, in Lake

Ontario, a fcw hundred yards beyond the Island, Com1i 10om

sense, afier a survey of the otlier possible schemes, dedlamesi

that thtis is the amplest, the best and the mlosi accessible

source of supply. But in order to bring it un'cotitamnate
and in suficient quantity into our hiomes and faciories d

hydrants, it must lie brought, througb, or over, or uinderý the

polluted bey whichl lies bcîween us and the source of SUPPlY

Wliich shahl it be ? 0f the present inethod, tlhrougîî the

bay, we have hadenough andrnorethan enough. Tl he overbel

conduit niay bepracticable, and possibly bias not been sufbcient'

ly considered, but it sîrikes mnost minds as chiniericl Ilth

inexpert tetne o edsitself as ai once - 0o~nibi gal
the elements of certainty, safety, and permanence. Tue l'
question, a crucial one, it is truc, is that of t'nglneerin39

feasibility. Can the tunnel be coi)structed ai a fairlY

wiîhjn the means of Toronto iý Can uts absolute SafetyfO

leakage be assured ? These are vital questions. A failuire iL
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