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as in Connecticut. But tbrongh being longer established, and having posse
sion of old trade connections, the American maker bias a large growth
artificially created circumstances in bis favour. Here Protection is wanted, no
ta interfere îvith natural laws, but ta offset those circumstances of artificfr
grawth, ivhich prevent natural laxvs froni baving full play. It may he said
suppose, then, that wve had Annexation or a Zollverein, so that the Canadia
maker conîld sell as freely on the other side as the Amierican maker on this
would not that be giving full play ta natural laws, and fair play ta both sides
1 answer that it xvould not, as things are nowv, simply because the American
are first in the field, and bave, during years past, built up for themiselves mari
artificial defences, over and above that of protection by cuistoms duties. Som
day after this, probably, w-e shall be as well entrenched as they ; 1 do not mcai
in the defence of customs duties, but in other wvays, whereîn now ive ar
deficient. But, even liad we reachcd this point, I shotild still oppose th
throîving open of the frontier, an the single grotînd that it wotild be thi
destruction of aur Canadian nationality, and that commercial union wouk
]flevitably bring -lis ta political annexation.

The manufacturer may be protected, but the labourer cannot, says Mr
Blake. Customis duties may keep out foreign goods, but the foreign labourei
is still free ta came in if be chooses. Granted that throughi Protection two
dollars a day be paid for wvork that before xvas paid with one dollar only. fhe
labaurers of other counitries will flock in, and aur awn working people will find
theniselves no better off than before . sncb is the argument. Very plausibly
put ; but it won't hold water. That is not the way the thing works in practice.
The Free Trade theory is that both masters and men can and will, almost ai
any time, easily and off-hand, change either their trades or their domiciles, or
bath, ta meet changes of circumrstances. Frce Traders seeni tu have in tlîeir
xninds the analogy of water finding its own level, or sometbing of tlîat sort.
Two reservairs being properly connected by pipes, if you pump Ivater out ai
anc the wvatcr will decrease in the other ; it wvîll, cxcel)t in case of a sudden
and averwhelining rush, keep at the same level in bath. Carry ont the analogy.
If througb foreign coinpetitian any particular trade be dcstroyed, let the capi-
talists engaged in it simply transfer their means ta, other trades, and let the
workmen do the sanie with their labour. Let profits and wages mun, like water
througli pipes, until, 1lRe water, thcy find their level. I answver that this pretty
theory does not square withi the facts. For a hundred years and more there
bas been a remar-kablc différence between the nortbern and southern conutes
of England in the wages paid for the saine wvork, wages being mtich higher in
the fariner than in tlie latter. Explain howv it is that iii sncb proximity the
lapse of generations bas not sufficed ta make sncb a displacement of labour
(that is wbat the Free Traders caîl it> as wonld equalize conditions and bring
wages ta the samne level for bath north and south. It is flot demanded that
such a change shotild be brouglit about in five years, but why does it not camne
with fifty years, or w'ith a hundred ? Tell the English ironmasters, now
struggling under unexanil)led diffictîlties, how sinmple a thing it would be just ta
withdraw thecir capital and go into other kinds of business. Inforrn those
thoiuands of English cotton operati'.es now ont of work how eas*y it wvould bc
ta turn ta sorme other calling, or ta take theinscîves elsewvhere. Comptisary
displacements of labaur-and of capital, too-do accur sometimfes, but ere
tbey are effccted a nation is ruind. We cannot rtîn men and their belongings
off and an, like xvater in reservaîrs, ta find niew levels. Bath capitalists and
workmen bave their local buman interests, and their attacbmcnts ta particular
occupations. As for American labourers rushing into Canada, that is an
entirely visionary apprehiension. Considering how near ta each other the two
countries are, very few Ainericans came here seeking commion, ordinary
employments. No sncb thing as a rush of theni into Canada for employment
bas ever happened;. if it did, let somebody say wben and where. It will nat
happen eitbem, in this generatian, at ahl events. No degree of Protectionî
possible for Canada will raise wvages here above the American level ; of that let
ail concemned rest assnred. Wbatever difference there is wvill be in favour of
otîr neiglibours ; this is wbat lias been, so fat, and it is what wvîll continue ta be.

Wbeîî the Englishi farmers said that the free importation of corn wvould
muin theni, Mr. Cobden told thcm ta raise less corn and nmore beef and muttan.
Tbey did sa, and the chîange xvas a success for theni, urîtil recentiy. Mm. Blake
cites this instance, and adds, as a feature of* aur time, that the removal of the
labourers is becoming easy, as weIl as the change of occupationî for capital.
When there was a strike of workmcn in Glasgow, workmen from Anierica went
there and took their places. That actually happened a vear or two aga, at
mare places than Glasgaw, but we do flot hear of this going an any more. It
was an experiment of a day, merely, and ivas soon Ilplayed out." Mm. Blake
aught ta tell us what advice Mr. Cobden wonld probably give to the English
farmers now were he still present when foreign competitian touches everything
an the farm, froni geese and turkeys up to the best Durham steers. To change
fram carn-raising ta stock-raising, was nat, after ail, so vcry difficult a thing
for Engîish farmers ta do. But it would take wiser men than Mm. Cobden
even, ta tell tlien what ta do now, when the stock market *as well as the carn
market is assailcd from abroad. What naw becomes of the easy-gaing but
rather unsatisfactory counsel that ail people have ta do, if Free Trade destroys
their business, is simply ta change ta some other business ?

S- Mr. Blake f urtber argues that the variotis forces and products of modern
)f civîli,'ation-the locomotive, the steamship, the telegraph, the spread of know-
t ledge, and the spirit of the age generally-are in favour of Free 'lrade, and

il working in that direction. This is most imipoî tant, if truc, for it means in
1, effect that Protection is doomed, and that thec future of the wvorlct belongs to
n Free Trade. Now 1 venture ta maintain, and t hiope ta he able to l)raxe, that

,exactly the contrary is the truth, and that the strongest influences of our civili-
? zation are working, not in favour of Free Trade, but of Protection. This,
s however, is too important a subject to he disi-issed with a paragrapb, and miust
y be left to a future occasion. It is in no partizan. spirit that I take up this utter-
e ance of Mr. Blake's. Others may sec in il a political manifesto ; 1 choose to
'i see in it the human interest which attaches to thec spectacle of an able manl
e struggling in the touls of a false philosophy. 'l'le political aspects of the trade
e question-the relation ta it of parties and thecir leaders i Canada-bas been
e voluminously disctîssecl, and the discussion is not yet ended. I do not say
1 that these political aspects should not be disctissed; needless to say that,

indeed,.for it is just tlhese aspects which are sure ta be more eagerly discussed
than any other. But ]et it be mine to make the effort, in ivbich perhaps 1 may

rto some extent succeed to exhihit such aspects of the question as mnay best be
considered apart from either Gox ernment or Opposition partizanship) in thle
Dominion.

In this respect my own wisb agrees with a prime requirement, dictated by
the independent attitude of the CANADIAN SPECTATOR towards both political
parties, with regard to articles appearing in its columns. Arguls.

CANADA'S REPENTANCE.
BV A CANADIAN.

f Ca nada has been growling ani grumbling steadily for the last three Years;
and not without sufficient cause. Now, experience is beginning to bear fruit,
for at last wve arc learning ta look wvitlbin ourselves for thec origin of our evils.
At first it wvas everybody and anybody, except otirselves, on whom the blame
wvas laid. Trade wvas bad in the neighhouring nation, and in fact everywhere,
and this was supposed to have a reflex infitience on our afraîrs. Th'le United
States ivere making a '' slaughiter-market" of tîs, wickedly and feloniouisly
attempting to seli us goods loo chea/', while the unprincipled Mackenzie-
Cartwright Rcformi Goveriimenit would only stand stili and sec tîs mmcnd.
They wvould nat even buîld that glorious Pacific Railway ta bri ng us the
enormous trade of the Hudson's Bay Company 's otitposts and the overwbelîn-
ing demands of thiat universe-loving Ameor de Cosmos and bis g,168 fellow-
countrymen.

Then, too, not only the U. S. but even Great Britain, aur mother-land,
7vou/d make a spoilcd child of us and pouir in lier goods and money at cheap
rates-would insist on feeding and clothing us, and refuse ta let us wvork for
ourselves. It was really too bad. If they could only be forced to let us alone,
we xvould soon be ail righit. Everything was against us. \Ve alone were right,
wise, and willing to be self-helpfu-l.

WTe stood it all-til wve could stand it no longer, and tdieu tbic people rose
as anc and tumned ont their blind leaders who cotîld not see as the people saw.
We had aur way. We got a leader who could sec things jtîst as evely class of
men saw themn and proinise anyt/iug that heart could desire. Wc have him,
and bis swveetly assorted cabinet, now. Nay more, lie lias kept 0,/e of biis
promises, and tlie National Policy in aIl its grandetur and beauty is uipon us
shingle factories are springing uf) in deserted villages, and are heralded in the
pages of aur Conservative journals by J/owaery descriptions of caming progress
in thec shape of prospective grist milis.

Aîîd people are getting just a little sick of it. It is true that Sir John A.
Macdonald bas shown great in tel]ligence,,iot only in tlîe statesman-like manner
in wvhich lie bias at length executed Lieut.-Gov. Letellier, but by conquering and
driving fromi aur borders tlic potata-beetle, the Hessian fly, and rust in the
vrheat, which Mackenzie and Cartwright sa pertinaciausly persisted in distribut-
ing among us. The beneficial effects of an N. P. are found mast demonsirably
in a botintiful harvest; btît, xvith an Atheisin sa practical tbat even Sir John A.
is left out in the cold, men i//i insist on ascribing this ta the laws of Nature,
wbich some caîl the lawvs of God.

If it be flot found i the harvest, wvhere else shail we look for the benefits
of tbe N. P. ? Banks, whose stocks were ta rise ta 2i20 Fahrenheit, investors
positively boil with impatience ta get out of. American coal dealers stili
insîst on ruining Nova Scotia'and Cape Breton coal m-ining companies by send-
ing us coal cheaper than ever, even ivith the duty added, and flot one solitary
mine in Canada bas become driinken and elate with the sthiulus of the N. P.
Whoiesale traders, and retail, smash with the samne grace and elegance as of
yore, and pay constantly attenuating dividends ; while, saddest of ah, direct
taxation bas not lessened. The Pacific Railway seems as mnch a fevered
dream as ever ; for the older portion of the "lCosmos " remains unsmitten by
any lively IlAmor " towards the British Columbian, or an iron-bound union
with him if it is ta cost them money. Capital bas flot mushed wildly into aur
land, rabid to invest itself in factory smoke-stacks and the graceftul vine-clad


