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debt 'on account of the department at
thîe close of 1903 was $49,Ooo. in
1904 thie debt wvas futher added to by
the rebuilding of the fire alarlu and
inl 1905 there will be further additions
for chemical engines which have ai-
ready been purchased. T he principal
increase in the cost of maintainence
as between i890 and 1902 is in the
stable accourit which cost $4,253 in
1902 as- compared with -$2,917 in
489o. But ail of these accounts were
jumped up in ig04 wvhen the assess-
ment was increaýced because thé ac-
counts were ail falling behind, the firedepartment dropping to the rear atthe rate of about $2,ooo annually.
The assessment for fire purposes in
1904 as $42, 138 as against $ 2,7in 1889. A considérable increase
must be mnade in the cost of the firedepartment throughi the introduction
of chemnical engines. At least onemore fire hall wiil have to be con-
structed, as the present buildings areso crowded with apparatus that it isimpossible to hitèh the horses quickly.
The chief value of a chemrical engine
-its only value, in point of fact, is
the speed wi'Ji which it can be got taa fire. It is oniy useful in the early
stages of a conflagration and ifapparatus is so crowded around itthat the horses cannot be promptîy
hitched its utility is doubtful.

One of the great evils of the past inthe management of the affairs of thecity hias been the over expenditure ofthe different departments. At thebeginning of each fiscal year the.cîdermen make up an estîrnate of the
Ost of maintaining each service for thesucceeding twelve rnonths, or more
properly speaking, until the 31stDecem ber following, 'when thé ac.-
counts are .closed for the year. The

therory .is that the assessrnent Ny ff be
sufficient for thAe M ainnence of aIl
services but experience bas sViown tl8at
ira the, majority of cases an iinsufficie-Çt
sum was assessed. At the close of 1903
the overdrawn balances of variOu:
accounts arnounted ta the total of,
$154,3-54. For 1904 there wvas
considerable increase in the assessment
for various accounts, with the expect,
ation, of wiping out these balances,
and in a mneasure the plan lias Suc*
ceeded. Ina the first place the.
assessment realized, $38,85 1 mnore than
the preceding year. Thle harbor re*
venues were the largest in the historY
of the city arnounting ta $36,669, ail-
increase Of $5,45 over the precediflg
year. Ina this connection, it rnust be
borne in mind that the citv expended
$ 150,000 for the McLeod 'wharf, andI
that the increase is largely dlue ta this
addition to the civic property in thé
harbor. Since the new warehOuse
was constructed, the Donaldsoil ÙPPQe
which Lrings large qat.tiS
freight for the St., John merchant,,,
lands its goods on this side of tbe
harbor, and then moves over to tbF,'
west side ta discharge western good,%'
and load export c argo. The neeW
wharf has therefore becorne an at*,,
ing asset, and bids fair to prove a gO
investment, as are ail -the deep Wat6Lýwharves on the east side owned by ,
the city. The proposed legislat4*
the Council is seeking to purchase t~
,interest af the Canadian Paciflc in tb
west side terminal' wiIl have the effet
of increasing the harbor revenues, ;e
it is the intention to charge SQ
wharfage on steamers whilè îoadingl
local I.umber whioh hias not beendo
since 1897. tYIEveryth ing considered the citY
mnade great progressfinaniciailld


