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FLAX CULTIVATION IN CANADA.

In the preeent aspect of affaire, attention is being
turned to other etaples than cotton for a suppiy of
fibre suitable for textile fabries. The soil and
climate of Canada are well adapted te the cultiva-
tien cf fiei, and it je to thie fibre-producing vege-
table that the thoughte of farmere should new be
directed. We intend te publish, in successive
numbers of thiejournal, short articles* on the pre-
parution cf fiai, leaving the detailp cf ite cultiva-
tien te the pages of the AGRICULTUPIST, in which
numercue articles on the preparation of the eoil
neceseary for this valuable plant have aiready ap-
peared, and which should be earefully etudied by
those who intend to grow it. As there are no
other preduots of the farin which promise se fairly
ne the ene under review, it je net improbable that
fiai cultivatien may become general in Canada.

Sowv mg.
The eeed generally preferred je Riga; it seenis

adapted te meet sele. Dutch je occasionaliy used
witb great successe; but the American seed doe
net generaliy suit well, being apt te produce a
coarse, branchy stemn, wbich skilful fiax.growers
aim againet as mucb as possible. A. tall, lapering,
Jlr-m stem, witl&few branches, and those noi spreading,
are considered good sigrns -in a crop cfjîax.

If the Amer icau eeed be used, it ehould be eewn
in a deep, loamy soil. In seiecting seed, care
sheuld be taken that it je plump, ehining, and
heavy ; and if it be cf foreign gro.wth, the charae-
ter cf the merchant frein whom it je purchased,
and the brand by 'which its quality je known,
ought bcth te be attended te. Care, as we have
juet observed, miuet be taken te bave it well eifted,
te clear it cf the seeds cf weeds which are often
mixed with it, and whjch, if net removed, cause a
great deal of subsequent labour when the crop je
growing. The procees of sepaýration je generaliy
effeeted by fanners and a wire-sieve, which.bas
twelve bara te the inch. Ilome-saved seed je oca-
sionally ueed, and produces excellent crope; but iL
le highiy nece8sury te select a good quality, other-
wise the resuIt will be anything but favourable.
The time, hewever, will corne, it is te be hoped,
when the bulk cf home-raised eeed can be used for
eowi ng instead, of' foreigu.

The produce cf seed averages about twelve
bushels the statuts acre; se that tbe eeed off oe
etatute acre would sow about five. When flair je
thinly eown iL produces much eeed; it je therefore
better te eow thick, ivhicb causes, lu general, the
stemn te grow taIt and, straight, with oniy oe or
two eeed capsules at the top. The fibre je aise
much upior, la finenese and fength, te that
produced ro thin sewn fiai, 'wbieh gr-ows course,
branches eut, and beurs a great quantity of seed.
Under gocd cultivation, after the ground je pulve-
rized and %ypell cleaned, it le rolied ftud se'.n , and,
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if laid,.witbout ridges, iL je snarked, off in divisions,
eight'te tan feet broad, in erder te give andequable
supply of seed. After sowin&, the grnund je cev-
ered with a seed-harrow, whicli gees over it thre
tumes-once up, once down, and once acrose, or
anglewise, iu order that the seed shoudr be equally
epread, and the emaîl drille mnade levai by the teeth
cf thejhbarrow. The greand je finisbed- with a relier,
which covere the eed about an inch, the daepth
generally considered the beet for gyowiug freely.
When the ridgae are toc iuuch raised in the cen-
tre, at the Lime cf eewiug, iL je lhable te injure the-
crop, preventing iL frein growing equaliy ; but
when the land le properly drained, ne ridges are

reqluired. The oivig of clover and gras-seede
aîoug with the flax h; rarely considered judicious,

ud ought, if possible, te be avoidad, as those
plants injure the reet-ende cf the flax. Carrote
are occaenaiiy sewn ln drille, in suitable soifs,
whiclh enables the individual pulling the fiai te
step ever the rowe, wbich are afterwards hoed and
cleatXçed, and recaive semne iiquid manure. lu the
case,. ' ewever, cf rollin- the grouud, after sewiug,.
caresbouid be taken net te roll when it je wet, as
the mould ise hable teo stick te the relier.

Puilinz..
The time fer pulling the flax je a peint cf great

importance. The fibre je lu the best etate before the
seed ie quita ripe. If pulied tee moon, though the
fibre bc fi-ue, there le great waste in scutching and
backling, wiîich renders the crop unProfitable;
and if pulled tee late, the additional weight cf the
fibre rareiy compeneates for its coarsen.ess. The
beet tiîue for pailing, however, je when, the seede
begin te change frein a green te a paie bro.wn, and
the etalk to a yellow coleur, to about two*thirds cf
its length. When any portion cf the erop le lying,
and aufiering from wet, iL should ba pulled as soon
as possible, and kept separate frein the ether.
Whenever Lue flax je cf unequal langth, freux the
land being imperfectly drained and levelled before
sewing, each length sheuld ha palled separateiy,
and steeped ' i a separate pool, or kept frein the
other in the saine pool. If there be e. laroee second
growth, the fiai ehould be caught by the puller
Just undernaath the bele, se as te leave the short
etalie behind; and if there be net many of the
latter, it je baLLer te leave thein on the ground, as
the mixture aud diecoloration are apt Le deterie-
rate the crop. If the ground has beea thoroughly
drained, an d laid eut evenly, the flax ina general
wiil be aIl cf the saine leD gtil; but iL is neceesary
te keep the flax aven at the moots, whieh increa8es
iLs value beth te the spianer and te the groe.r,
and amply repaye the trouble bestewed lapon. Lt.

ItippUlng.
The handfule cf fiax, when pulled, should be

laid acrese each other diagonally, te facilitate the
proce8s cf rippling, .which sbouid be carrieê on
at the saine Lima, and in the saine field. Rippling
the flax net only renders IL easeier te be handied,
but saves the seed, which is a valuable portion cf
the crop. If the eeed be sold fer the cil, it real-
izes about £3 to.the acre; but if ueed for feeding
purpos .es,..t je worth about £4. The rippla ie
cemposed cf a rew cf iron teeth, screwed jute a.
block cf wood; %vhen ueed, jt je taken to the field
where the fiai je pulled, and scréwed dewn te tjis
centre cf a nina-feet plank, resting on two atool.


