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have sote sliglt kntosiledge of construction. The few s'eeks
have passed aind the example cai now be cited, and the lesson
whici it teaches driven honie. What effect it omay have se do
not know, but of this se are assured that no one will now have
the hardiltood to claimî that no seriots loss can result through
the lack of constructional knowledge on the part ofan architect.
it has nos' beconme an acknowledged fact that the ntew' Board of
'rade building in this city is to all intents and purposes adang-
erous structre, atd that it will in part have to he reconstructed.
Sorte montis ago tire stories of an inside wall fel carrying
with it ttwo stories store which scere below, the whole forming
a mass of broken brick and girders in the brsre Fortunately
the fill of the tarls took place after tlie s'orkmîîen had left the
building or there would have been a serions loss of lite. The
.accident as it sas callei (but accident it was not), resulted
through overloading the brickwork carrying one end ota double
girder. The brickwork was rather inferior, the pad stone was
very small, and consequently when a load four or five times wiat
it should have been, iras applied, the jamb gave way and let the
girders down with the load of brickwork. This portion of twail
s'as not the only one overloaded, a pier 2'3« x l'to" sould have
iad, if it had not given ont, a loid of between 8b ;rnd go tois
without the seight of such portion of the roof as would have
conte tîpon it. Over 20 torts per square foot was irmposed upon
brickwork tit should not iave been loaded orer fouir tons.
The furnace chiniey, with two large openings in the bascment,
was built of 9" brickwork frot tie ground floor to the coping
Stone, a height of sonething over roo feet. The architect not
deemîing thisa sufficiently wonderful foat, actually inposed upon
this poor overbordened chiiney the additional task of carrying
heavy outside walls and a brick vault or square room, and mainy
square feet of floor surface. With this load one would think tiat
only the very best hard brick would be used, but such was not
tie case, as iany sort or mîediuimr brick found tiir way into tie
work. That cracks resuted and partions of tie work tell dowi
is nt surprising ; it would have been very muclh more surprising
if the cracks had not appeared nor the walls farllen. hlie build-
ing in rncarly every part shows a lack ofconstructional kîrnswiedge
on the part of the designer that is astonishing. Solids are over
voids and voids over solitis to an extent tbat leaves but fer por-
rions ot tire buîiling tdirciy suortd in the foundrtions, Iron
columns witith heavy bads are placed upon brick walls twith smtail
pad stone, and iron girders are placedi inywhere and evertwihere
acd loaded trithout any regard to resuilts. Not one calculation
could have been made by the architect during the preparation of
the drawings or during the erection of the building, or ie would
have discovered that lie was attenpting to do impossible feats
in construction. But if the construction of tie building rwas bad
in the first instance, the attemripts to retedy the tmistakes and to
make the building safe were simrply ludicrous, and did very much
more harrmt than good. Whal it will cost to make the building
a reasonably sale one we do not knote, nor are we able to take
an approximuate estimate of the depreciation in value as hlie re-
sult ot the inferior construction. ''ie loss sustained by the
Board of Trade mcay be stated in the following manner : Cost
of aierations and improvemsents necessitated by bad construc-
tion, plus depreciation in the value of the building, minus tbat-
ever little saving tiere riay have been in erecting the building
as it was erected. The loss is a serions one, but the amount of
it does not concern us. All that we have to ilo with is the fac tiat
a building wvas erected which is now held by those trio have
knowledge of its defects as being mcost faulty in its construction,
somie paits in fact being so faulty that the ftclor ofsafety is
nothing. 1t canent be urged in this case that the sarse result
eill not occur again, or that they wsere exceptional circumnstan-

ces which brouglt about tiis state of affairs. The erection of
rhe building was entrusted tota comiîsttee chosen from ite counrcil
of the Board of Trade. Now the Board ofTrade is composed of
the most capable business mîen in tlie citysevio should be able to
eelct a council froms among theiirost caprblei men. Tih council
one weould think teould place upon the building committce front
among the Board ofTrade mcenibers those most capable of fulfil-
ling the duties. Notwitistanding that we believe that such was
the case, the result is as bad as it well could be. The conmcittee

wîith all its ability twas notable to prevent an incompetent archi-
tect froin erecting a most faulty building. Wlien such a cont-
mittce s'as not able to prevent so ruinous a result, what can
reasonably be expected of a committec conposed of men ofvery
much inferior abilities and much less experience in such matters,
if tiey siould iave to do tith aincoipeltent architect? Every
circumstance connected with this building bas been favorable to
a successiul conclusion. The competition iras one conducted
on tie mnost advanced principles-the expert chosen had a
twide reputation in the United States for his ability as an expert ;
the men who were ,entrusted with the erection of the building
w-ere ithe equals of the tost successfrul business msen in the cors-
munity, and yet wien tle architects were incompetent the resuit
is disastrous. If msatters had been reversed and the architects
had been compelent and the building committee composed ot
incomrîpotent men, the building wrould alimost to a certainty have
ieen successfal. AIl of which shows most clearly thatit is neces-
sary that tiere should bc sosie rmeans taken t onsure the cor-

petency of every man who professes to be an architect. If the
accident which took place ai tie Board of Trade building had
occurred during working hours and severrl lives iad been lost,
we should have hiad the matter most thoroughly investigatel.
But fortunately as no lives trere lot, and alîhougli the responsi-
bility is not reduîced thereby, io effort hias been made to place
lie responsibility on the proper shoulders, but instead, every
effort lias been moade to keep the matter quiet. No better ex-
ample could be given of the necessity of an Act to regulate the
practice of architecture than the fact that lte Board of Trade
building, the erection of which was entrusted to business men the
equal of any in this city, s'as constructed without any regard to
the well known and accepted laws of stability, as tie result of
the employmrent of an incompetent archiiect.

OUR ILLUSTRATIONS.

T i ROUG Han oversiglht, credit was not given tu Messrs.
Castle & Soît, Montreal, ie designers of the beautiful

mcmsorial wintiowr in connection with St. Andrewe's Church,
Kingston, vhich was the subject of ar illustration in (he CANA-
DIAN AitcEur'r'rsC' ANI Bui.DERt for May. The subject, "St.
Andrew Introducing Certain Greeks to Christ," is an original
comtîpoîsition,.dispiaying careful study. The colors are a rich
ruby, harionized by greens and blues, with sacred emblems
distributed throughout.

THI PRATED DESlGN FOR CONIEDERATION LIFE ASSO-
CIATION IiLDIN;S, TORONo-JAMES AIFOURt,

ARCHITECT, HAMhilL'iON, ONT.
DESlIGN FOR REslDENCE-J. W. &l E. C. HOPKINS, ARCJIHITECTS,

MONT1REAL

CHRIST CHURCH AT MIItSCO-;IInSON & SIMPSON, ARCITECTS,
TORONTO.

"CANADIAN ARCHITECT AND lIIUILDiER" COIIPETITION FOR
FRONT FENCE-DESION lISl "IIROWNIE " (TriOS. I. JOHN-

STON, TORONTO), AWARDED FIRST POSITION.

TORONTO ARCHITECTURAL SKETCH CLUB.

A HAPPY combination opleasure and profit foried the
programme for the regular meeting on Tuesday, May

a7th. Art invitation had been received frot Mr. Barlow Cun-
berland to spend the evening at his residence on Wellington
sîreet isest, where the grand architectural library collected by
ithe tate Mr. F. W. Cmnberland s'as to be seet.

liefore the departure of the guests light refteshments were
served,.and the heathh of tie host was drunk. A pleasing diver'
sion was a competiion in draw'ing,' corkscriews being the only
instruments allowed, and in whic sorme of those prescrit sioved
a remarkable proficiency.

Possibly wearied iwith the bard winter's work, the Club relaxed
ai its closing ieeting, Tuesday, June îoth, and devoted the
time to lighter pursuits. A capital programme was given by
local talent, songs being rendered by Messrs. Herbert Mattiews,
J. A. Radford, J. J. Woolnough, H. W. Allardyce andl J. H.
Fawell, the latter doing good service as accomspanyist on the

June, r8g


