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and gaped. As if ta bowl us over en-
tirely, the two clogs then joilied the
horses. With paws going at the rate
of some thousands of strokes per minute,
they were tearing up' the ground. There
cauld be no doubt about it. Those dumb
animais were doing their best to save
uis. But would they be successful?

"''Here, Tom,' shouted O'Gorman, 'get
busy!' We can give them a hand out.
Use your jackcknife and claws. ll do
ditta. Jt's better, anyway, than stand-
ing idie.'

"With that, we bath set ta work with
a wvil1. Well, fellows, there we were.
Two horses, twa dogs and two men do-
ing the sanie work an the same job, and
thie men showing up pretty poorly in
comiparisan. It takes quite a while ta
tell this, but the actual happening didn't
caver such a lot of tinie as yrou'd think.

"To make a long stary short'. Those
animais andi we men. scraped or eat a
fire guard just a couple of inches short
aof thirty feet square! Did I stop ta
mieasure it? Yes, sir. The incident wab
suich an uncomman one that we bath went
over the cleared patch with a tape line,
and took a note of the measuremlent, be-
fore cantinuing aur jaurney. But your
interruption, Joe Mercer, made me jump
in my story.

"To go back. *Ve got b ehind the
wagon, with the harses anid dogs, and
escaped without a hiair being singed.
Yes, sir, that fireguard broke the flame,
and it passed hiarmlessly by us on either
sicle.

"I think you'11 ail agree that, althaugh
Old Simon's hiorse wasn't exactly stupid,
the two I've tald you about beat himi
ail ta fits. I guess the beer's as good
as hiere."

"That remninds me," began Bald Harry,
but lie got nio f urther. A hand xvas gent-
ly, but firmily, placed aver bis niouth.
On seeing the saci suffering look in aur
eyes, lie signed that hie'd shut up, and
lie wvas forthwith allowed ta resume the
use of bis chexving apparatus. Onîe by
one we slunk off ta aur bunkýs. Not a
word was spaken. The tent, sa boister-
ously rnerry some liaurs previotusly, naw
seeilîed like a houise of the dead. One
and ail feit they required rest, mentally
miore than physically. In sornething
less than twa minutes from the time the
last speaker liad quieted down every bunk
hield a couple of motionless occupants.
The stove alone remlained where it bad
1)een , and even it seemed ta hiave a far-
away, pained appearance I had neyer
noticed befare.
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