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IMMIGRATION CONFERENCE
IMMIGRATION LITERATU

A conference of delegates repre
sevcral provinces and the Domini
at Ottawa, a few days ago, to devise
of increasing the streain of immi
which flows into the Dominion. M
was represented, as it deserved to
after provision shall have been m

the construction of the Canadian
Railway, immigration will become th

tion of questions in the north-we

railroad some two thousand miles in
will depend for its success upon a

population; a population of which

tribution will depend on the r

Without the latter there can be no

uous settlements, and without such

ments the railroad oould not be a s

In the north-west we have somethi

to offer to immigrants-we have t

full set-off to the attractions of the

of the Western States. But it will

cessary to circulate full and accu

scriptions of the character of the c

the nature of the climate, prod
animaIs, and other particulars wh

tending immigrants would naturall
Qur emigration literature is, for t

[1871, part, below par. Much of it looks as if it were women. If, again, we admitted the accu-
the work of mechanical clerks in government racy of these, which there is much reason to

Go departments. Sometimes much space is con- doubt, nothing is easier than to show that
sumed by comparisons between the pro- the whole comparison rests on a fallacy,
ductiveness of the soil of New York State, and is entirely worthless. In the case of
and of the better parts of Canada. The each article he strikes the average, and
result shows greatly in favor of the latter ; then gives the total of all the averages, and

B but this is not the kind of information that draws his conclusions. By this process,
is required. Immigrants do flot go to the he makes the excese of purchasing value

leeState ofNwYork in search of land; they inNew York wages ove: Ontario wages,

should be made, it should be between the is a very poor resuit ta dlaim-an advan-
best provinces of Canada, and those West- tage for New York of less than three
ern States and territories which absorb the per cent. The caniparison, if it were true,
largest number of immigrants. Besides, it would be of no value, for the reason we have
sbiould bc remembered that the immigrants mentioned in connection with Canadian

IEYwho reinain in the Atlantic States are emigration literature. New York contains
IEYchiefly artificers, and that they there find bandicr 'aftsmen of every kind, and their

an extended field of labor. The opportu- wages rule exceptionally high. Mr. Larned
BAGS. nities which Canada offers for this class of felt that he could flot apply the New York

immigrants should be discussed on their av.erage ta the whole Union, and prudently
merits. If the field is more Iimited, taxa- abstained from the attempt. But even, as
tion is rnuch Iighter; and almost any man- applied ta that single State, the compara-

LAND. ufacture produced in Canada can be sold son is valueless. To make it fair, it would
CO. at a price which renders American campe- be necessary to show that mechanics invest

X- titian impossible. equal proportions of their earnings in ail
Nor does it fallow that comparative the numeraus articles mentioned. If the

wages--tbat is, wages tested by their pur- item of rent Ontario eats up between a sixth
¶ ,cbasing power-are less in Canada than in and a fifth of the income, in anc case, and

the United States. Mr. Larned, in bis re- only a tenth in the ather, the true campa-
port on reciprocity, tried ta prove that they rison would be with the relative purchas.
Are; and though he did not succeed, su- ing power of the balance. Let us sec bow

11871 perficial readers may conclude that be did. th'is stands. The average rent in Ontario,
The fact of bis making the attemprt, shows of four room tenements ;s set down by Mr

AND that Americans make use of every side they Larned at #4-121 a month, and in New
.E. can contrai, ta set in a favorable Iight the York at #8-40- For six room tenements,

comparative advantages of their country the difference is much greater: $4 and
sentîrrg as a home for immigrants. Nothing is sO $i1.2o respectiveîy. In other words, the
)n, met çalculated ta decide a large class of im- New York mechanic pays for a six rooni
racans migrants in the choice of a new home as tenement nearly three times as much as

gration the rate of wages ; and they cannot always an Ontario' mechanic pays. The New~
anitoba bc expected ta stop ta enquire into the re- York mechanic, qccupying a six roorn tene-
be, for lative purchasing power of wages in the ment, pays t135 agaiflst the #48 paid by
ade for countries they compare. Mr. Larned un- the Ontario mechanic. Taking sicknes
Pacific c4ertook ta do this ; and considering the and time lost from severity of the season.
e ques- way in which he executed his work, it in some employments, it may fairly be as~
st. A would have been well if bis officiai effort sumed, that the former pays between one
lengtb had been met by ant authoritive reply. fifth and one.sixth of bis income in rent
future Even if we took bis figures as representing while the latter will nat pay over one-tenth

the dis- tbe true nominal wages in Canada and the It is the proportion expended on caci
ailroad. State of New York, ta which he confesses itèm that constitutes a proper ground o
cantin- himself as correct, it would be impossible comparison.
settie- flot ta sec that bis method is faîlaciaus. We cannot bere attempt ta refute in de

uccesa. But we cannot admit the accuracy of a tail the erroneousfigures and false conclu
*ng new wages table of the mechanical employ- sions of. this writer; but we have don<
:here a ments, laborers, and female servants of enough ta show the rottenness of the super
prairies Ontario, which leaves out of the account structure. Officiai advocates of immigra

be nie- the chief city, wbere wages rule the bigh- tien could have rendered no grea er servici
rate de- est. His metbod is this : he takes the than by preparing and distributing a com
ountry, cost of nineteen articles of provisions, of plete answer ta Mr. Larned. His publica
ictians, seven of graceries, of twa of fuel, ai one tien offered a fair apportunity for Canadia,
ich in- light producing material, of seven of dry authorities ta place the truc state of th
y seek. goods, of bouse rent (four and six room case before the emigrating population o
ie most tenements), of board for men and board for Europe; but it bas not becn taken advan
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