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TIE BIRDS O)f PREY OF NOVA SCOTIA.
BY o HERNARD GILPIN, Audky M., MLR.OS.

These markinga do not aceonl with the
Lright chestnut ral with no bnrs, of ours,
excepting the browd subterminat one. At the
same time, Mr. Downs kept in confinement
for severnl years a pair of red-inils which
alwayg kept the brownish bars on brownish
red-aile, resemibling Richardson’s,  ‘I'hus we
have this honzzanl in two forma.  The warm
sonthern form of Wilson and the paler aretic
one of Richardeon. The specimens in the
Halifax Musenm and private colleetions are
all yonng birds, but agree exnetly to Richanl-
son’s descriplion in Inll, Jength of primaries
antl legs and feet. T kepl one of the southern
forms in confinement. for severnl years. The
secoml year lie lost the brown iail of the
immatnre bind aml developed n bright chest-
mitone. T fed him upon livers awl raw meat,
which he reeeived on his hill, but immeadliately
transferred 1o his feet, Learing ity from which
hefed. On giving him a dend bivd he inslantly
beemne excitad, aprending ot his wings aml
tail and bemling over it, with ercel erest andl
head plumage, as it was (ixed to his pereh by
his cfn.ws. He nsually tore the sides open,
thrusting in his hoolced hill and drawing ont
the intestines, THis blood atnined hill “and
fenthers, with his eonlinnous, gntinral, angry
eries, and piercing eye nmderneath its bony
hrow, showed for the time lie was no poor
eaptive tied with a string. The fish hawlk
(P. halicetus) stands out from the lamily so
hroaully that he ahinost deserves a family alone.
Bugles are admitted carrion eaters, and there
are ngly stories told about the noblest falcon,
of preying on vermin nnd dead animals,  He,
of all, kills his prey. Should he drop n fish
from his elaws, his instincls are never io
pick it up. Tis limbs are mnsecular to the
extreme, searcely covered by the shortest
feathers, and his legs nnd claws imnense for
his size ; the joinls are go loose in their artien-
lation as lo have a side motion, and the toes
g0 ndjusted that they may work in pairs, like
the parrols, two before aml two behind; the
proper hind toe mmall, in this particulnr
approaching the owl. ‘I'he very peculiar scules
they are covered with, and the ronghness of
the sole, atill fivrther recedes it rom the Ly pical
fuat of the Farcoswx,  They breed in our
forest some miles from the sen, bl Jo not
winter with us. He may lbe seen regularly
Luanting our cstuaries and forest Inkes. Now

grucefully soaring, nnd now fulling prone as a
slone into the water, and then emerging with
a fish in his claws, heavily Inden and secking
the frest. T never eonld observe if he went
benenth the waler, as everylhing was covered
by the splash of water enused by his fall, It
is asseried that he «does, Ly men of science
amld by the practical observer. Tt mnat be o
very powerful bird to rise loaded from bencatls
the wave. The riging =nn eanght me amongst
the hills of St. Clements, one morning after n
long night ride. The air was {illed Ly dismal
rerecchies, und T nearly broke my back twisi-
ing in my saddle till I raw right over my head
a fish hawk henvily Inden with a fish in his
claws and a bald-headed cagle continually
soaring above and pouncing dawn npon his
back. In a moment. the fish came diagonally
tdling, the level Leams of the carly sun glini-
img it with silver. The cagle d,ropl. like a
stone beneath it, extching b on its uptnrned
elaws, and flapped away, whilst the poor
plundered hawk was heand rereaming long
witer out of sight. The cagles arve the Inst
npon our list.  The golden eagle (. cloysae-
1ux), the eagle of the ancients, 1he hinl of Jove,
remaius the whole year, nud nests with us,
They are more rare than the bald-heads, o
puir dominating over & very wide conntry, I
have seen fonr, three of them alive, taken in
traps, the fourth killal by a woman in Pieton
Counly. One in captivily was a very loll
hind, attacking evervborldy that appranched
him with his elaws,  Thir atlack was so fierce
that a enlfskin boot would have soon licen
torn from your foot. The bold grandenr of
its mnssive hemd, supported by o neck arehied
like n horge and ndorned by shining and
olden hackles, imposed it=ell upon yon as the
type of force and pride; and yel he was
trmpped. He was secking dead meat, whicl
lie devonrs as well ax carrion.  In beauty and
severity of expression he far snrpasses the
buld-hend (. leneoeeplaiusy, the only other
cagle we have. Thewrl he will eat cavrion,
and gorge himsell over the earcare of n dewd
liorse: though he will enter yonr pardens, nind
sirike a pea fowl or Brahma pullet: you he
wlds deaud and stranded fish o his lneder,
Henee his abundance, and his fainess. He
remains all year with ns, especially aboul the
she rer of the iny of Fundy, Iniliding Lis nest
sametimes in Lrees, at other Limes on seragey
rocke. A= n=ual, the perfeet adnlts with wilk-
white 1ail wmi bead are few in comparison
with the brown and splolched white young,



