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tirnes as lieav\Y as air, 111 a re_-om containing a mixtlure, of thecvapor

witb air the vapor is feiiiid iii largest proportion niear the floor.

According to the goverllînient experts there is needcd only a s5maI1

proportion of gasoline vapor to render air explosive-iÏ. 4 cuibic

feet of the vapor to (97..5' cui('i teet of air. One gallon of gaselinie

eau lunder ideal conditions render 2,100 cuibic feet of air explo-

sive. A dangerous feature of gasoline vapor is that it may travel

considerable distance froiin the gasoline and there be ignited, thc

flash travelling back to the container of flie liqulid ali( viiusifg al

rearing fire iii a fcw seeonds.-J. Al. 31. A.

THE TOXICOLOGY 0F BENZENE

The best wîav te dispel anv uincertaiiuty rcgardilng die cauise of

death by foreigul siibstance-(s is to discover the offending invader iii

the body itself. Whien a iretallic poison like arsenic or a toxic

alkaloid likeý strychnine can actually be isolated from a dead body

in quantities suficient te enstitulte a fatal (]ose, no fuirther evid-

ence of the source of harm is ordinarily reqniircd. Tliere are

poisons, however. whichi evade detection b)eause theY are suiscep-

tible to rapid change iii the organism, while stili other harmifl

Substances ma-\ elude identifleation b)ecause of the inadcquiaey of

some of tlîe techunical inethods at present employed in toxicologie

naysis. This appears initil lately to have been the casi wt

benzene (benzol) whiclî. thougli not as vet an important source

of danger iii this conr.is neow beeoming more couispieiions as

a, Cause of peisouling ili i an. l3enzeuie, wlbieh is a definite ehem-

ical compounnd (Cuit) deri vcd fri cea] +a].. unîist iet be (-on-

fused witbi benzinie, a mixture of volatile hydrocarbolis, derived

from. petroleiîuu. Tbe older textbooks on toxieology have littie te

say about ben7ene or the lhvýdroearb)ons that eommoilly aeeompany

it in the industries. -A Igrewin'g source of danger lies in the in-

halation of beiizene, vapors. Wliei benzene is taken bY' the month

it appears te be pioorlyý abserbed. A part is said te be exereted

bv the linngs, anid a sniall fraction may even be oxiclized slOWlY

]in the bod(-. At the phiarmacologie institut(, cf the Viiiversity

of Berlin, Toteliiioglii bas suceeed( in I)eîfeiî5il a iietito<l for

deteetiiig beuz7ene andl incasuiring the quanitityr present in animal

tissues. Bv tbis mleans, interesting filets regarding the distribui

tion of tlue poison in the 1bedv have now become availahle. T a

been deînonstrated that in b)eluzene illnoxication tbe braiin a'id spinal

cor1 vcetailu relativeir niere of thle arualnie poison than (le any


