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not bie liniited f0 an exanminationý of the plates but a careful exaînin-
ation of the injure(1 lirnli sIouIld always 1W mnade. A second frac-

ture in the same 1)01e or a fracture of a ne,(igliloring,( long bone at a

higher level inay 1W present althougb not -showný in the plate.

The possibilities for distortion iii a given case dcpend upon flie
position of the fracture and the experience of the X-ra : operator.

The importance of this has not been propcrly appreciated, more

particularlly by getieral praetitioners. 1)istortion ol di splaenemt
is always present in fractures of the long bone.s and in fractures
of flic pelvis.

Tlîe public has inucl to. learn iii regard to X-raY distortion and

it is difficuit f0 know what our position slmould lie in regard ho show-
ing plates to patients and their friends. These persons. expeet to

sce the plate and yct are not sufficieatly expcrienceed to appreciate
flic varions conditions which exist in a given case. The impression
is therefore leff thaf the fractured 1)ones nay not 1w iii goo( posi-
tion, whcn in reality fhey are.

While it is quite possible t<i continue t11w tremitîietit of fractures

as in the past without the aid of X.-rays, the g-encral praetîtioiier
slîould not -undertake flic care of obiscure fractures, more partiel-

]arly those involving joints, witlmout at leasi giving bis patient tbe

opporfunity of going f0 some neiglboring point where the use of

an X-ray plate may lie obfained. 1, in comnmon with others, have

had a number of in-stances wherc acute synovitis bas maskcd fthc

presence of an important fracture. Only recenfly a case came

undcr iny observation, where thec patient was unable to walk or to

straigliten out his limb some inontbs after a, faîl whieb produced a,

severe synovifis of tbe kncc joint. X-ray denonstrated fthe pre-

sence of an impacfed fracturc involving fthc articulai- surface of ftie

tibia. 1 openei fthc Joint andi found a knob of callma iii the centre

of the joint displacin.g flc seini-lunar cartilage, tbe kuoli was

chiselled off and ftic cartilage removed.

IlUedico-Legal Aspects.
If is unforfunate that fractures have always l)eeii tbe source of

mucli mediýco-legal anxiefy to our profession. Tbis bas been made

greater with the introduction of the usc of X.\-rays. The time bas

come, I think, whcn this Association could quite properly investi-

gate our position in regard to flic courts and our patients, f0 the

end that some definite legal mcthod, fair fo a]] parties, could lic

introduced into our court procedures. The situation could hardly

bie worse than af the present timie wherc X-ray plates of fractures

arc passcd about flic court and inferpretations taken therefrom,

not only by flic court, but by lawyers, jurymen, and others; tbis


