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NEWS OF TEE WEEK,

'WE have now fu!l aud autbentic particulars of the
great hattle of Volturno, which, for the present,
seems to have decided the fortunes of Southern
Italy. 1t was a well-concocted, and almost sue-
cessful effort, on the part of the King of Naples
to regain possession of his capital, where—we
have the authority of the London ZTemes for
saying so—he would, if victorious, have beeun re-
cewved with as loud cheers, and as many mani-
festations of welcome fram the people, as those
which greeted the entry of Garibaldi. There is
not apparently any very strong feeling of loyalty
oo the part of the Neapolitans towards their So-
vereign, but on toe other hand be is evidenty
not the object of any strong or general arersion.
The people for the most part seem content to be
passive spectators of the contest betwixt Francis
1L., oa i+ cne hand, and Ganbaldi, Victor Em-
manuel and tbe fihbusters, cn the other band,
and to be just a» wiling 15 retura to their alle-
giance to the foriner, as 10 be enrolled amongst
the pew suijects of a King of ltaly.

The royal troops, however, were repulsed with
great loss ar Volurso, though i the early part
of the day their progress was such as 1o seem to
assure cerlaia victory to the royal cause; nor
could this catastrophe have bren averted but for
the modern er liberal principle of nou-interven-
tion as applied by Sardinia. The Garibaldians
were routed, the royal traops were trivmphant,
when victory was wrested from their grasp by
the Piedinontese Bersagiieri, for whose aid Geu-
eral Sistori made carnest demand to the Mar-
quis de Villamarina. ‘Chese foreign troops, the
soldiers of a sovereign proiessing the doctrine of
s non-intervention,” and avowedly on terms of
peace aod amity with the King of Naples, de-
cided the fate of the day ; and the dear-bought
victory was the work, not of Garibaldian filibus-
ters, or of Neapolitan patriots, but of foreign
mercenaries, wihom, in violation of every recog-
pised principle of international law, Victor Em-
manue! bad despatched 1o fire upon and slaugh-
ter the loyal ~oidiers of a prince with whom he
had no pretended cause of quarrel, and with
whom he bad not even taken the trouble of ob-
serving the ucua) formalities ot a declaration of
war. No wonder that the King of Naples pro-
tests against this mode of.* non-intervention.”

Nor were the soldiers of Diedmont the sole
foreign allies on tbe day of tbe battle to whoimn
Garibaldi was indebted for his wictory. His
artillery, which played a most important part,
and proved rumously destructive to the Neapoli-
tan columns, was served by subjects of Queen
Victoria, by British satlors in the service of Her
Majesty. and in the pay of the Britih Govern-
ment. So valuable were the services of these
men that Garibaldi has officially tendered thanks,
not on'y to the Piedmonrese anbassader for the
aid giren by the Piedmontese troops, but to the
Capran of Her Msjesty’s Steamship Renown
for :he foan of his ship’s company, and for therr
invaluable assistance in the Garibaldian batteries.
Thus we see thal the principle of ** non-mnter-
venuon” is as well understood, and as faitbfully
2cted upon by the British, as by the Piedmontese
Govermoent.

Tuus 100 we see clearly the ageacies to
which Garibaldi was indebted for bis victory, and
1o which the triumph of the revolutionary cause
s 1o he atinbuted.  Not by lus own revolted
subjects, not by an indigoant people risen in
arms against thewr oppressor, has Francis 1I.
been drleated, but by the soldiers of Piedmont,
und by the crews of Eritish men-of-wac ; not be-
cause he wasa tyrant has be been hurled from
lus throne, but because in lis case every princi-
ple of international law has been cast aside, and
Bagrantly violated. 'These things, m the intoxi-
cation of a :omentary triumph, and expected
victory over the Papacy, may be overlocked or
kept ner of eight; butif there be any lessen to
be gleaned from history or personal experience,
it is this—that no faw, either in the physicel or in
the moral order, eau b= violaled, upon any pre-¢
text soever, with wapunity. Punishment may be
slow in coming ; the drunkard dnd the hbertme
may deem that the exuesses ot their youth shall
never rise up in judgment agaiast them ; but as
sure as there is a God Who bates imquity, so

" _ Iwhich;i'é_a\"‘Lawt{'oﬁj Jné{icé} ‘will ‘sooer oF Iiter:
Itf.gs. | meet with its reward. . Even-the Great Briton

' the forts by their garrisons.

sure is it that every transgression of Mis Law,

would assert the truth of this, had:foreign- nations
dealt with him as be deals with Naples ; if dur-
ing the Indian mutimes Russian armies bad been

{ despatchied to the assistance of the Sepoys, and

the batteries of the mutineers had been served
by the crews of French men-of-war.

And Austria, at last, if telegrams may be re-
lied upon, seems mchoed to adopl Sardinian and
British priociples of “ non-intervention™ in ber
own behalf. An Austrian army 40,000 stroag,
writes the Times Paris correspondent of the
11th ult., bad crossed the Po below Mantua;
for which, if true, Austria bas certainly this ex-
case—that France end Sardinia having violated
all the articles of the Treaty of Villa Franca,
its provisions and engagements are mo longer
binding upon Austria. Every thing would seem
to indicate that war is imminent, and, as the
Times remarks, this unpression 1s strongly con-
firmed by the pacific protestati ons of Louis Na-
poleon. Anotber rumor, which is fast acquiring
the cousistency of a fact, is—that the island of
Sardinia is about to be ceded by Victor Em-
mannel to France, in part payment of the Jatter’s
services in revolutionising Itaiy, and dethroning
the Pope. Thisis of course stoutly denied by
Cavour, and is, therefore, by all who know the
man and his antecedents, looked upon as fully ar-
ranged. The Times thus expresses its opinion
of the value of Cavour’s protestations and word

of honor :—

t Just now M. Cavour is undergoing one of the in-
conveniences of this uncertainty of diplomatic
speech. He is assuring everybody, with bitter sneers
and angry indignation, that this time the assistance
of France i3 to be gra‘is. There 13 8 suspicion
sbroad, just as there was a suspicion abroad six
months s8go, that Sardinia had agreed to buy the aid
of France by the cession of Savoy and Nice. Anpy
one who will take the wrouble to urn up the files of
the Turin and Pariz newspapers msy see bow that
suspicion was wer, and how unreservedly the possi-
bility uf any such compact was denjed. Perhapa
there may be nothing at all in this new suspicion.—
France mey be really jaclined to look on gratis, and
her ¢idea’ this time may not be a foreshadowing of &
large slice of Italy. But how are we to know this?
Nothipg that Count Cavocr can say cap weigha
featner's weight to incline us to belief one way or the
other. M. Cavour is a very patriotic mananda
great gentleman, bat he speaks a language different
from other men, and he enjoys a privilege which
divorces bis words from their valgar connection with
facts. This immunisy from the penalties of whatin
dull private life would be called by an odious name
has its inconvenieuzes, however. QOur parliamen-
tary orivilege from arrest, while it increases ibe
member's security, impairs his credit. So the only
security which society can having in dealings with
diplomatists who use thia privilege of diplomacy is
to treat their words as shey treat them themselves.”

The position of the Sovereign Pontiff remains
unaltered since our last. There is stllmuch
talk of a great increase to the French army of
occupation, and we icarn that the towns of the Co-
marca, which the Piedmontese troops had at first
been permitted to enter, bave been reoccupied
by French troops. The royal troops sull faith-
ful to the King of Naples were represented as
again preparing for an attack upon ibe Gari-
baldiaps.  Victor Emmanouel was expected at
Naples on the 17th, and tke farce of a vote for
its annexztion to Piedmont was to be enacted
on the 21st ult. The foreign powers look ask-
ance at these sirange proceedings. Russia has
recalled ber ambassador from Tunp, and toge-
tber with Prussia has protested against the at-
tack of Sardinia wpon Naples. Itis added that
with the exception of England, all the Great
Powers had notified the Cabinet at Turin that
tbey. would not recognise the pretended blockade

of Gaeta.

In France these seems to be a strong and
daily increasing reaction in fayor of the Pope.
This mavifests itself in Religous services for
the brave General Pimodan, and bis companions
in arms who fell in battle against Piedmontese
filibusiers.  The Imperial Goverument looks
naturally with no very favorable eye upon these
demonstrations, but as yet, dares not attempt to
suppress them. It is binted that the object of
the coccentration of French troops at Rome is,
not the defence of the Pope, but war with Avs-
tria.  Lven the most sanguine, the firmest be-
lievers in the good intentioas of Lowis Napolecn
are beginning o lose all confidence in the man.
Ou s point a good story is told apropes of the
Archbishop of Rennes.

The motte of this Prelate is, ¥ Zn ontnidus
caritas—in all thirgs charity.” In conversa-
tion with a Goversment fuactionary the Arch-
bishop indulged in some severe remarks upon the
Ewperor’s conduct, for which he was reproved
by * Jack-tn-Office,” who also ventured to re-
mind kim of his motte — «“Ob,” replied His
Grace, ““ a5 for the Eraperor, 1 have long ago
turned Lim out of iny omnibus. He has made
we lose Faith, Hope, and Charity—and 1 have
nothing feft. for him but contrition.” From
these symptoms we masy conclude that the gen-
eral feelmg of Catholic France 15 setting decic-
edly and strongly against the © nephew of my
uncle.” T .

British news 15 ummteresting.  Dreadstufls |
still bave » downward tewdency. From China !
tidings of success of the expediion io the Peibo
bave been received, and of the abandonment of
A Jdecisive attack
was expected to be made on the 13th of
August.

On Tuesday last there wus sung in St. Patrick’s
Church of thie city a solemn Requiem Mass for
the repose of the souls of the brave soldiers who |
bave aacrificed their lives in the defence of the
rights of the Holy See. The Reverend Supe-:
rior of the Semisary officiated, assisted by the |
Clergy of St. Patrick’ Church.

*+ uThe'bess use
bang kim.” - -

) H % g ] S
you can put-a- murderer Vo, 'i8 o |

- BRAINERD, THE MaTRICIDR.~—This unbappy
convict suffered the extreme penalty of the - law
on Friday last at Three Rivers. He died bard,
or irpenitent ; professing s ionocence, refusing
all religious ministrations, and defying God’s jus-
tice and man's justice. Relating the painful
scene, many of our Protestant cotemporaries
conclude frown the convict’s demeanor to his in-
sanity, and insinuate that in bis case a judicial

murder has been committed.

We would not like to see the gallows demo-
ralised. We have so a high respect for the gal-
lows as an important, as in all Non-Catholic
communities, the most important factor of  civili-
sation, or at least of such cimlisation as exists
amongst them—that we would not even see it
suspected. Let us maintain the gallows free
even from the slightest taint of suspicion, as1t is
the last plank of salvation' Jeft 10 those whbo have
rejected the cross. Exeter IHall may cant about
an “ gpen bible,” and silly greasy faced old wo-
men, with or without white chokers, may re-echo
the foolish cry; but for what of civilisation, so-
cial order and decency Protestant communities
still enjoy, they are indebted, not to an * open
bible, but to a standing gallews. The gallows
tree, with its fruit—hideous though tbat fruit
may be—is the tree of life of Protestant society,
by whose sheltering boughs that society is alone
protected from the fury of the aparclc storm.
All civilisation i short, as we have before re-
marked, must needsspring up, either in the sbelter
of the cross, or beneath the shade of the gallows.
But Protestant communities having rejected the
forroer, are reduced to the pecessity of putting
their trust in the latter,

Thinking then so highly as we do of the gal-
lows, and jealous of 1ts honor as the great safe-
guard of Protestant society ; attaching as we do
so much importance to the * death penalty” as
the most valuable institution which Protestant
society still retains, as the keystone which keeps
the arch from topphing headlong—-we have been
naturally pained by the insinuations of the Pro-
testant press against the fair fame of the galiows
in Canada, and by their implied attacks upon the
% death penalty” itself. Was Bramerd really
insane /—then we naturally ask—or merely a
hardened scoundrel, shamming mad, or trying the
insane dodge, in the hopes of cheating the gal-
Jows of its legitimate prey 7

These involve, we know, some very difficult |
questions. Every man, the quietest and most
self-possessed, contains within mmself a possible
madman, the Grace of God not withholding bhim
—for is not every sin, more or less, ¥ -.zhtly
considered, an «c® of insamty ! Drainerd seems
to buve been a man of violent passious, of stub-
born resolution, and very dull or obtuse is his
moral perceptions. But ths is the stuff thiat all
ruffians are made of, and every law brezker,
burglar, and cut-throat might set up a plea of
insapity, were this plea to be allowed in the case
of Brainerd. We do not presume bowever to
dogmatise upon tius difficult subject ; but we
want a full, sharply defined and exlaustve defi-
nition of insanily before we can eitber in justice
to sociely. or with common prudence, allow it to
be urged asa plea for teoderness towards the
criminal.

And then Brainerd’s finzl impeniteace, and un-
disguised contempt for religious ordinances, are
cited in support of the theory of msanity. He
didn’t see much use in praying; he remembered
or knew no prayers save a portion of the # Lord’s
Prayer,” which he had learnt as a child ; and be |
refused to be bapuised, because he couldn’t see
any use in baptism,

In these things we see o signs of madness,
but merely proofs of the convict’s sound Protest-
snt training.* Asa Protestant, Brainerd was
guite right. Baptism—if the doctrine of bap-
tismal regereration as taught by ihe Catholic
Church be not true—is a bumbug, a useless and
degrading superstilion, to which we cannot un-
derstand bow any man of sense or spirit would
willingly submut. And so with his rejection of
prayers on the :caffold ; there was mo incohe- |
rence on the convict’s part in asserting his Tight
of private juldgment, no signs of any incapacity
to reason ; on the coatrary, his language and de-
meanor tkroughout were consistent and in perfect
harmony itk what we can glean of bis past ca-
reer—that is to say, the demeanor and the lan-
guage of a bold clever ruffian, who fearsd neither
God por man.

He wrote very execrable rerses, however, and
his orthography was marvellously indeed cunping-

. PROYIDENCE' VINDICATED,—What strange
fuoctions will sot man assume ! Have we not
seen, or at all eveots read of, an . Anacreon
of the Gullotine, di¢ mot Clootz assume
the tit'e of Representative of the Human Race!
Why then should not the editor of the Montreal
Witness set up in business as the special vindi-
cator of the ways of Providence?

But tbe man bas no credentials, we shall be
told ;—he can assign no proof of his baving been
taken into the inmost coussels of God. DPshaw !
what of that? 1f he basno credentials, he has
ao immense fund of cool assurance-—~if he has no
proofs to bring.forward, be is never at a loss for
reckless assertions; and are not assurance and
assertions valid substtutes for credentials and
proofs of 2 divine mission ?—are they not the
sole stock in trade of all our moral reformers, of
all our modern philanthropists, of the Cum-
mingses and the Stigginses——of all those who ex-
pound the Apocalypse,and who find out striking
coincidences betwixt the name of Pius IX. and
the number of “the Beast,” and who can give you
chapter and verse for the downfall of the ¢ Man
of Sin,” in November 18607 Besides, is it not
written, that fools rush in where angels fear to
tread !

Foremost amongst these—not the angels, but
the other party—we must assign a place to the
editor of the Montreal Wutness. Iu the * pious
line” of business be bas po superior, perbaps not
an equal in Canada There 15 not a move in the
Provision market of which be is not aware, not a
passage in the sacred prophecies but what be
will explain at a moment’s notice ; and in the same
breath be will make known 1o you the market
value of Mess Pork, and the secrets of Divine
Providence. Nothing comes amiss to himj in
o} matters, whetber connected with commerce or
with godliness, be is fully posted op. Witl the
same nice tact as that with whicl he discrimi-
pates betwixt the several grades of Flaur aad

Butter in the market, will he distinguish betwixt

the % judgments” that befall kus friends, and the
% trials® from which he himself, good man, 15 not
exempt. Why Mrs. Smith’s baby had 30 much
trouble teethiug, why the steaner Lady Elgin
was Jost during an excursion trip, whom the Lord
is apgry with, and why—are facts with which ke
is as famibar as he is with tbe state of the money
market, or the value of sharesin the Grand Trunk.
From the obscurest text of Secripture he will
pound you out a beauliful evangelical sermon as
easily and unconcernedly ashe can shave a note;

{ and altogether—is we will but take his own word

for it—he is as well posted up in the affairs of
the other world, asif he were a regalarly appoint-
ed celestial broker, and sole authorised agent for
the sale of * threugh’ tickets for the Kingdom
of Heaven. One porticn of bis multifarious du-
ties consists in vindicating the decrees of Provi-
dence, and justifying the ways of God to man.

Some of these vindications or justficatioss are |

to say the least, startling, not only by their po-
velty, but by ther violent antagonism to )l pre-
conceived notions of truth and justise, of right
and wrong; and so much is this the case that
some sceplical not to say irreverent persons, are
inclined to more than suspect that the editor of
the Montreal Witness, notwithstanding bis high
professions, Ins bold pretensions, and the general
evangelical greasiness which pervades him, and
characterises his demeanor—is after ail uothing
better than a charlatan, or pretender ic spiritval
matters. The accuracy of his terresirial views
no one will call in question, and his quotations of
% Prices Curient” are worthy of all praise ; but
at the same time the Jast theory started by our
uncluous cotemporary to account for the late
Orange excitement in Upper Canada, and to as-
sign the cause of the insulis offered to the Prince
of Wales at Kingston, Belleville and Toronto, ;
is calculated to shake our faith in his faculties of |
sparitoal insight.

That theory is, that the outrageous demeanor .
of tbe Capadian Qrangemen, their insults to the :
Prince of Wales, and their seditions elamoar for ¢
“ annexation,” were espressly designed by Di-
vine Providence as a rebuke to, and judgment .
upon, 1be Prince of Wales for ovcasionally tak-
ing a drive in bis carrage of a Sunday afternoon. |
At this enormity the Saints it seemed were greal-
ly scandalized. ¢ The Sabbath drives of the
Prince” says the Alontreal Witness in bis qua- |
lity as interpreter of the “ Divioe Counsels, und
vindizator of Providence—which were substituted
for evening service, seemed 1o countenance one
of the greatest evils which afilict this couatry,
namely Sabbath desecration. Taken altogether,
therefore it is not wouderrul that a beck on such .
a course should be interposed by Divine Provi- .

ly bad. True; but this does not prore that the
writer was not, or shouid not be beld morally re- '
sponsible for his actions. Tndeed he seems to
have been a very cunping keave. ¢ e had al-
lowed"—suys the reporter for the Montreal'
Herald—* his beard to grow 10 a great length. !
with the inteation, [ believe, of disguising him- |
self, before e returned to this country in autumn |
last.” Ths precautiop would seem to indicale |
on tbe part of the convict, both a consciousness ;
of guilt, or at all events of liability to the out- |
raged laws of ihe land, and a design to evade |
that lability, and is net easily reconciled with
the theory that he was of so disordered an intei- |
lect as to be nc longer morally responsible for
his actions.

We have therefore, from the facts as yet be- |
fore the public, no valid1easoxs for donbting that |

i substantial justice has been, or {or apprebending |

that the galows bas beew zbused, or the death:
penalty discredited by the hangiag of Brainerd, !
(In the contrary, we believe that society owes a
debt of gratitude to the Executive for refssing to .
listen to petitious for a commutation of sentence, |
painful though that refusal must have been.  Tis!
members, from the evidence lawl before them, '

 must be, better able to judge of the fact of | Hely One as the anstigator of Kingston rowdy-
Brainerd’s sanity, than we cas pretend 0 be, ism, and the abettor of Toronto leafers. We

who glean our kaowledge scantily from news-
paper reports ; they were convinced, and we see
no reason for questioning the wisdom of their
decision. '

* Lrainerd seems to bave lived and died unbaptised, x
and therefore a heatben, The term Protestaot is re- |
stricted to the baptised Non-Catholic, nud is there-.
fore searcely applieable to the unhanpy convict.

Providence® bas to answer for, if our cotempo- |
rary’s theorsies he true!)—#in somo shape or
other. We recognise in this :0st painful and un-
torvard Orange difficulty that cbeck.-—Montreal .
Witness.

Whether the above explanation of the Aon-
treal Witness does, or does not, fully acconnt
for 1he milk in the cocon nut—whether it will be
received at the approaching session of Parliament
asa {ull and satisfactory theory of the cavse of |
the faze Orange riots, and ne adimtted by the
opponents of the Ministry as a full exculpation of
the Governor General and bis official advisers,
are questions which we will Rot at present dis-
cuss ; peither do we feel ourselves called apen
10 impugn our coleinparary’s iheory ; though we
may be-pardoned il we bint cur opinion that ai
tlose investigaiton. would reveal that alter all,
whiskey had as much 1o do in provoking the:
blackguard language and sull more blackguard
acts of the ¢ Joaw Orangemen” of Upper Cana-
da as bad Divine Providence ; that the bhaad of
Ogle Gowan wus guite as vimbie theren as the
band of God ; and that it s 0 accordance neither
with reason nor with revelation to represent the

=

should al:o, if it be not impertinent, like to koo
upon what texts of Scripture the 3§ itness bases
its rezsons for suppusing that the Lord chasten-
ed the people of Belleville, and deprived its young
Jadies of their anticipated polka, by way of re-
prisals for the Tunday afternoon airings of the
Prince of Wales, "This 15 a new phase of the
doctrine of the vicarious atonement for which we

suspect there is-little warrant ei

I ther in scripture,
or ig’ oral tradition. - o

Menoriar pE L’Epvcation Du B.'ts Ca-
NADA. By J. B. Meilleur—formerly Super-
intendent of Education for L«wer Canada.

This is a valuable little work, which gires a
summary of the chief facts connected with edu-
catios in Lower Canada from 1615 to the year
1855; and which at the same time certainly
shows how little, ow very little, the cause of
education owes to the State or to Acts of Par-
hament, but how much it 15 indebted to the Ca-
tholic Church, and the charitable exertions of
private but patriotic individuals, for all the pro-
gress it has made in Canada. This is we beliere
the lesson or moral to be derived from M. Meil-
leur’s work, thougl we de not suppose that such
was its author’s design.  Still it is strongly con-
firmatory of our thesis, that at best, the State
can do but httle, very little, {or the education of
its sthyects ; and for the simple reason that edu-
cation is oot one of the legitimate functions of
civil government. It can effectually retard the
progress of education ; by an illtimed jealousy of
the Churck, by arbitrary restrictions upos the
rights of property, and tyrasmcal mortinain laws,
the State can, and has actually everywhere,
placed great obstacles 1 the way of education ;
but alas! though so powerful for evil, it is alwost
always impoteat for good ; and with the best de-
sigas it can do but hittle, very lttle indeed, for
the moral or intellectual advancement of its sub-
jects. In fact, would the State but leave the
Church free, the less it weddled, or in any man-

tgreat mass of those

ner interfered with Schools, Colleges, and Edu-
ication the better. Non-intervention, whether
with the School or with the Church, whether
| with trade or private charity, would be perhaps
| ke soundest policy that a State could adopt, und
j the one certaily most in harmony with the axi-
-oms of political economy.
For what of educarion exists in Lower Cana-
! da, for all that is truly valuable therem, we are
' indebted under God, to the Catholic Cliurel, and
ito private eoterprise. It was by the [ecollet
I} Fatbers in 1615 that tbe first schools and educa-
i tional establishments of Lower Canada were es-
 tablisbed, and conducted ; and so as a matter of
; course, the S!al:*e confiscated the property of the
, Recollets. This is one instance of what the
| Church, and what the State, respectively, liave
! dooe for the cause of education. The Jesuts in
*like mapner in 1625 founded educational estab-
- lishments, schools and colleges of a higher vrder,
;and an like manner the State seized upon and
i ronfiscated the property of the Jesuits, The
i State, in short, has proved at best but asorry
Vaily to the friends of education ; and the paltry
i grants which it now inakes o the cause are buta
- very impertect and very tardy compensation for
* the ncalenlable injuries it bas inflicted.
- Inspite of Srate interference, in spite of so-
cial, political and physical obstacles, the cause of
| education in Lower Canada, thanks to the fos-
i tering care of the Catholic Chwrch, thanks to the
{untiring 2zeal, aud charitable devotion of her
i Pastors, ber Religions Orders and her childreo,
| thanks to the blessing of God upon their labors,
| stll made progress evenin the worst of times.—
| Laval College, founded by the Prelate of that
(name, the Ursulne Convent at Quebec, the Con-
' vent of the Congregation at Montreal, of the
. Sacred Heart, the College of the Seminary of
i St. Sulpice, and the Christian Brothers—are all
{ monuments of the incessant interest with which
i the Catbolic Church has watched over the edu-
cation of all her children ; and for tie establish-
; ment, for the prolonged existence, and the success
{ of these institutions, we are indebted, under God,
i to her, and to her alone, To the State we owe
no thanks; we recogeise no virtue in Acts of
Parliament, and confess no manner of obligation
to them. What bas been dooe for the cause of
souad education in Lower Canada has been done,
always without the State, generally in spite of the
State; and look at it in what light we tay,
State-Schoolisin appears at best but a question-
able blessing.

This thesis, though uninteutionally, 1s fully de-
veloped in Dr. Meilleur’s very interesting though
unpretending work before us, of which 1t gives

-us much pleasure 1o be able to speak in terms of

high commendation, s a most important sununa-
ry of the labors of Catholicity in Luwer Cana-
da, in bebalf of the instruction of the people.—

t To some of the writer’s thenries perhaps we

wouid not altogether Like to commit ourselves;

- but as to his facts, we believe that ibey are 2!-

ways 1o the main correct, and 10 be relied upon.
On one point cordially do we agree with—that

i depce™ (what lots of strange things “ Divioe | mere secular education 15 of, at best, hittle value

in a moral point of view. We do not admit
therefore, without cualification, the motto with

. which bis volume i~ vrefaced, to the effect that

“ primary instruction helps to soften manoers, to
dispel fatal prejudices, to form the people’s judg-
meats on its interests, and 1o enable it to avoid
many evils.” In the sense in which Dr. DMeil-
leur uses the svords ~ pronary instruction,” this

“is no doubt true, for with him religios 15 an es-

But with the
themseives the

sential element of ali instruction.
wise tail
triends of educauiou. und in the restricted sense

" in which they use the word, notbing can be mors

groundless.  Mere scaalar education bas no more
tendency 1o improve morels, than basa bread
poultice 1o set a broken leg. The laws of
syntax, the mysteries of tue muluplication tabdle
ciun have no effect on the bumau beart, whilst it
is trom  the heart that all immoralities proceed ;
and though secwlar educaian may slightly change
the direction ia which a man’s evil propensilies
manifest themselves, and may perhaps convert a
possible burglar or foot-pad into an zctual for-
ger, it will feave their amount untoucked, undi-
minished in quantity, aud 2s intense as ever.—

"These are, we admit, mere truisms, but they are
- trwsms neveriheless which invariably are, indeed

must be, overlonked by the adrorates of State-
Schoolism.

Tor as police 15 the ope legitimate, indeed the
most important function of civil government, or
the State ; as its chief duty is to prevent crimes
agaiast persun and property, so itselajms to con-
trol the edusation of its subjects must be based
upon the grounds that the education which it can



