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ATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

We have been told that this new weapon was used
in Caucasus. This may be the case, but as we are

" not the half-savage populations of Caucasus we could
not help branding that barbarous proceeding as un-
worthy of a European army. . Publish the fact in
your jogrnal. It:will'be aireply to the-fine sentiments
, {hie Emperor “Nicholas, ~which wg;iread
to-day;in;the:papers.. - Everything in:that . sortie.was
strange “indeed. ~It was cvidenly organized by a
man of great skill and boldness. Thase Zassos the
peculiar arms borne by the officers—Ilong straight

swords with poniard hilts—the nails and hammers for-

spiking the guns, found in their packets, all showed
that the attack was planned and conducted by men
who were determined to die or succeed in the at-
tempt. One of the officers, in his despair at not be-
ing-able to climb on -the épaulement, raa his long
~ sword through the gabions to wound the soldiers pla-
céd-belind‘them. One of the lauter broke the sword
in:two-with his spade,and then, -leaping over the pa-
rapet, altacked the officer, who had .oaly :his broken:
sword to defend' himself, and killed him. No.doubt
remains as:to the-worth and rank of the brave chiefl
vho .commanded that coup de main. The next
morning a flag.of truce.presented himself with a letter
from General Osten-Sacken .to General Forey, in
wliich he expressed his deepest regret for the death
“of ¢ that most Jistingnished-officer,’ and requested the
Commander of the hesieging carps to give up his body.
to him. General Forey immediately acquiesced in
his desire, and by the same opportunity delivered to
the Russians the-bodies of 26 of their comrades who
had not yet been interred.  Tlis delivery taok place
within thie buildings of the Quarantine, in the pre-
gence of an officer of an cccentric character, who
spoke French very fluently, and said tous ¢ This is a
shocking work we are engaged in! What hinders
you from taking the town? All this cannot anuse
‘ou. For our part, we are heartily tired of it
Wiliat did-he mean by putting to us such questions?
T cannot tell, I merely repeat his expressions verdatint.
"The artillery of the place has modified its firing, and
Tas of late adopted the strange system of letting off
several mortars at a time. ‘This -produces an extra-
ortlinary commotion in (he air. The plan is nota
bad one, for it.is easier to avoid one bomb than ten.
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THE AUTOPSY OF AN ARMY,
, (From the Nalion.)

The British Army has ceased to exist as an or-
eanised eficient force.  Such is the last news from
the Crimea. Fhe superb solliery of Alma has be-
come a mere famished and disorganised rabble, with
no more health,.nor-hope, nor order, nor discipline,
than.a squad of Trish paupers on Out-door Relief and
a Public Work. At last, even the inexorable rou-
tine, which England regards as the very spirit of her
system, lias been rejecled by those unfortunate wretch-
¢s, its most faithful votaries, its most iniscrable vic-
tims. We dare say it is wmore shocking to IEngland
ihaa thedoss of a balile, or the starvalion of a bri-
gade, to learn that thosc demolished hattalions lave
at last given up even the ghost of discipline. The
British soldier selis his regimentals for ram, and has
ceased Lo salute his officers.  They would wmutiny if
there were anything to be gained by it. 'As anarmy
ihey have ceased {0 be. .
. The beights of lnkermann, held with such siper-
human courage, lhe lines and trenches, whose can-
non the Russians could not touch last October, are
anw desarted, and the French have gradually pushed
their army along the whole front of the town. The
lbor and glory of the enterprise has devolved upon
the Tiperial soldiers ; and of the army which so long
sustained with them its perils, God only knows whe-
ther-a hundred may live to see the spring. At pre-
sent there are not five thousand of them proof against
disease, aund cold, and hunger, while every week a
thousand more men suceumb to the Russian Nemesis,

« My best Generals,” said the Czar lately, “are
«Generals Janvary, February, and March.” Tlree
aeeks of January had elapsed when the last despatches
Yelt, and that General had inflicted upon the English
a-heavier loss than Balaklava and Inkermann. The
army counted 14,000 men on New Year’s Day.—
"They were only 12,000 at the end of the month. In
4he canip hospitals were upwards of 5,000 men, dying

. af the rate of 100 a day—and dying, in the vast ma-
jority of cases, preciscly because they went to- hos-
pital.  Those who had:wounds or frost-bites died of
%in hospitat gangrene ; those who had colds or dysen-
‘tery were scized with an‘hospital typhus; and both
fever and gangrene had been caused by the horrible
‘meglect (hrough -which the malaria of dead men and
‘horses circutated arountd Balaklava and the camp.—
Lhe soldier who went (o hospital kaew he was doom-
~ed Before hand, and, therefore, increased the mor-
1ality by his own despair, and by postponing the Doc-
tor until it was too late. Nor was this awful mor-
tality of the hospilals limited to the wretched -tents
3n which the sick of the camp were:stretched. In
Scutari the common road was from. the ward to the
‘déall-honse. Tn the last letter of the Z%¥mes, it is
1ol -that, of sixty secondary capital operations -per-
‘Tormed' there lately, only one recovered. An awful
iloom overhangs those crowded wards. IEvery man
féels, from the moment he entersithere, that he-'is
déiliing towards-the last agony ; and-in the desolate
stillhessis often” heard the sobbing of some ' strong
stidier, wha ‘regrets the bullet -that spared him :in
Yiatile, to die thus inglorionsly. o
.« “Plius it is; the* medical authorities of the army-be-
ligve that-more-than one-half of the soldiers-at pire-
%ertidoing duly-are struggling with. deadly: -diseases,
findo ‘wboing';.deat_hi'inr'-l'he field -as long as ‘they cdn
. Stdnd, o5 Whenthey- go to'the itrenches :you muist
- Tistén totthe pathetic ‘voices'with which they utter-the
“Wigh * tliat they:may ~be:shot, and never come back
. 4Z4in to 1 he miseries they:leave behind. - 'You -must
, -notilie astonishied that they acelcaught wapping—they

bave become reckless. . What do;they care for;their’
miserable existence?  Death is]relief.” * Such is'the
languige of one and all the corréspondence frotn the
Crimea. L T
It was between the Tth and the216th Jan. thatthe:
:winter ~fairly set in, -and every:night the frost:grew-
harder and:the iwind faster and:tkeener, -Hundreds
were:[rost:bitten-in the hands, face,.and:feet. :Clo--
lera and sturvy spread into every:tent.- “But onithe
16th the crowning calamity came. *Bheithermometer-
fell twenty degrees below Ireezing:point, “The wind:
carcered down from the hills in one*steady rushing
current, in which the very blood seemed to freeze.
On this day, and-for the twvo:that followed, there was?
not afire lit throughout almost the entire extent of?
the British lines.  During those two horrible days,
officers and men were -continually frozen to death.—
The flesh came away with the clothes. When _.the
thaw began, the dead.were' discovered: by theirtboots
sticking up-througl. the :snow. Tn 'the 46th Regi-
ment -alone, fourteen'men:died. of -cold;on .the 16th,
and ten.on the 17th. At the,commencement of -the
week, 1,950 men:were sent-in two. days -to Scutari,
on the following dny .900 followed, and:the 18th 400:
more, making in all, a total of 3,000 men - invalided
within eight days. .One.or .twve Regiments had ut-
terly ceased to exist; and almost every 'Regiment
was decimaled in the sense that only.every tenth man
survived. :
From bad to worse, each day since—

¢ Unmereiful disaster follows fast and follows faster,
Till the dirges of their hopes one melrncholy burden lGore.”

There is now nat. a hope of saving a remmnant of
the line. IEngland looks on and lets them die, and
mmakes no sign. Liverything goes against her—the
clements, her own parties—her whole system, which
is in an utter deadlock and a laughing stock to the
whole earth. If this be the Beginning, what is the
Endto be?

The Yrench have relieved the Guards of their
outpost dutics, and are gradually extending themselves
towards Inkermann from our right altack. What a
cifference there.is in the relative position of the. two
armies from that of which we talked so much on the
evening of the 17th of October, when the French
fire had been . completely snuffed. out, and our own
fire was still maintaining its strength under the bat--
teries of the enemy! We are gradually relinquish-.
ing ground to our allies, apd the front which it cost
so much strength and so much health to maintain, is
gradually abandoned to the more numerous and less
exhausted army. Some of our regiments are reduced
below the strength of a company, and it is evident
that we could no longer continie to swell ourselves
out to undue dimensions by “puffing” and ostentatious
self-sacrifice, and to Jelend and cover miles of trench
with an army only equal to protect half the extent of
offensive works. The Russians lowards Baidar seem

to be melting gradually away. A Tarlar who bas

recently passed through their lines assured a friend
of mine they were not numerous, that they had sof-
fered fearfully from the recent cold and from sickness
and scarcity. He said there were about 300 lorses
at Baidar, and as many infantry on their flank over
tosrards Tchourgoum, and it was his opinion that the
greater part of Liprandi’s corps ‘had fallen ‘back on
Bakshiserai.  We .have many extraordinary rwnors
in this Babel camp of ours. One, that Menschikoil
has been recalled ; another, that we are about to
have a wonderful resignation ; but none ventures *“ta
fix the day’® tor a bombardment and assault, a5 is
done so confidently by persons nearer home. .Sir
George Brown was expected back to his command
in a few days.

The sanitary condition of Balaklava is beginning
o excite serious apprehension, The :filth of the
town is now something beyond all description. Offal,
dirt, waste stores, stagnant water, the rufuse from
English and Turkish hospitals, and some lundreds of
half-decomposed horses, dogs, sheep, -and oxen lie
mare or less in every little alley. Lach liouse is
over-crowded, and.under each house are cellars, in
which horses and Tartar families are stowed away.
But the most serious evil of all arises from he im-
mense number of inlerinents which have lately taken
place, We are now giving vations to 4,000 Turks;
two months ago we werc rationing 14,0600 ; 8,000 of
the missing 10,000 are dead and ¢ buried” on the
slope of the hill, over the harbor, thoughI think even
a metropolitan sexton would hardly have the hardi-
hood to call the last resting-place of a Turk here a
% grave.” It is merely a little trough, about eighteen

rock, and the few bandfuls of earth which have been
removed.in the process scattered over the corpse.—
Thousands have -been thus interred. “The late rains
in many:instances have .washed' the .earth from these
graves, leaving the bodies in every stage of corrup-
tion, ‘exposed to the eye amrd poisoning the air for
miles around. I believe it was entirely owing to.the
hospital for Russian wounded being situated: close at
the foot of some of these plague spots that none of

which almost without a'single exception began to
mortify and gangrene soon alter the men entered: the
place. o '

The necessity of taking-immediate sanitary. pre-
cautions. -has: now 'been forced on the authorities of.
the town by.the outbreak of -a very wirulent descrip-
tion.of ,fever -at Balaklava, and: which is beginning to.
spread. On the ‘17th ‘a kind.of: couneil was neld-in.
Balaklava, over which Sir-Calin . Campbell :presided,
and: promised -that the :work of:.cleansing -tlie :town

"and:its neighborhood should:commence:that.very:day.

Though - this-was. very-properly. the ilecision of -the
council, -I believe the opinion .of many was :that the
evil had-goné too:far,’and: that -with the:return.ofthot
weathef: nothing:sliort. of abandoning .the stown. and:

endamping op: the summits.ofthe!lills. would: beé found-

inches deep, in which the bodies are laid on the bare

the unfortunate Muscovites recovered ol their wounds, .

|Edinburgl- in ‘October ‘Iast for Seutari, ‘that- theex—;

effectiial. . Ifanyzmanican remedy the evil, it is Sir
‘Colin/ Campbell: "Chroughout the whole campaign
be has;shown. himself:the steadiest and most energe-
tic_ofour generals, and since the-death of Catheart
‘and ‘the.departure of:Sir:De Lacy Evans, and Penne-
father,is’t _ gl

wrhole:force:places entire confidence.

mast certainly :the only;general iniwhom-the

“GHASTLY "PROCESSION.—A large namber of-
sick 'and,-Lfear; dying-men were sent into Balaklava
‘on Frengh:mule litters and 2 few of our bat-horses.
They:formed'one of the most ghastly processions that
ever poet imagined. DMlany of these men were all
but dead. With closed eyes, open ,mouths, and
ghastly attenuated faces, théy were borne alopg, two
and two, ithe thin stream.of breath, »isible ‘in the
frosty air, alone showing they were still alive. One
figure was a horror—a corpse, stone dead, strapped
apright i ifs seat, its Jegs .hanging stifity down, the
eyes-staring’ wide open,-the’teeth set on the protrud-
ing tonguie, the head and body nodding with frightfal
'mockery ‘of ‘life at each -stride of the -mule over-the
broken road. No ‘doubt the man had ‘died on bis
‘way down-to-the ;barbor. As the aparition passed,
the only remarks. that the soldiers made, were-such:
as this—¢ There’s one poor fellow ont'of pain, any
way P7  Anotherman I saw with the raw flesh and’
slein -hanging from -his fingers, the naked-bones of
which, protruded into the cold air, undressed and un-
covered. This was-a case of frost-bite, I presume.
Possibly the hand had-been dressed, but the bandages
might have -dropped off. All tle sick in the mule
litters seemed alike on the verge of the grave.—
Trmes Correspondent.

OprerATION OF “THE SYSTEM.”—A circum-
stance occurred in Balaklava to-day which T will
state for the calm cousideration of the public at
home without one single word of comment. The
Cheardly, an iron screw steamer, is at present in har-
bor for the reception of sick British soldiers. who
are under the charge of a British ‘medical officer.
"That officer went on shore to-day and made an ap-
plication to the officer in charge of the Government
stoves for two or three to put on board the ship to
wartn the men. < Three of sy men,” said he, © died
last night from choleraic symptoms, brought on their
present state from the extreme cold of the ship ; and
I fear more will follow them from the same cause.”
“Oh 1”7 said the guardian of the stoves, ¢ you wmust
malke your requisition in «ue form, send it up to bead-
quarters, and get it signed properly, and relurned,
and then T will let you have the stoves.,” <« Butmy
men may die meantime.” T can’t help that; T must
have the requisition.” “Itismy firm belief that there
are men now in a dangerous state whom another night
will certainly kill.? # I really can do nothing ; T must
have a requisition properly signed before Iean give
one of tliese sloves away.” “ Ifor God's sake, then,
lend me some; I'll be responsible for their safety.”
“ T really can do nothing of the kind.” ¢ But, consi-
der, this requisition will tale time to be filled up and
signed, and meanlime these poor fellows will go.” =1
cannot help that.” ¢« Tl| be responsible for anything
you do.” “ Ol, no, that can’t be done ! # Will 4
requisition signed by the . M. O. of this place be
of any use ¥ « No.” « Will it answer if he takes
on himself. the responsibility T ¢ Certainly not.”
The surgeon went off in sorrow and disgust.  Such
are the % rules” of the service in the lands of inca-
pable and callous men. — Z%mes Correspondent.

Awrur MorTaulTy 1N THE 46T AND G3RD
Reemiexts.—Derhaps it may modily the inveterate
hostility with which the English public so unjustly
pursued the gallant 46th, {o learn that, as aregiment,
it has almost ceased to exist, At the beginning of
Noavember last it landed at Balaklava with an eflec-
tive strength-of 1,100 bayonets. It now musters
117 serviceable men, and, as things are going on, it
is nat very improbable that, at the end of a month,
even this small remnant will be reduced to the level
of some of our other regiments here. For instance,
there is a regiment which figuves in the Army List
as the 63rd, but it is only in the Army List that it
can be found, as nothing remains nf it out here.—
The last time it was ordered for duty in the trenches,
only six men paraded for service, and of this small
number {wo were unable fo proceed even as far as
the tent of the Brigadier-General, The whole six
were therefore ordered to return to their quarters,
and the force is now -disregimented ; including of-
ficers, serjeants, and officers’ servants, the entire
complements of thie 63rd is said to be under 40 men.
—Herald. ' -

MorTaLITY AT THE MuiTARY FoSPITALS IN
Turkey.—The following painful statement is publish-
ed by a French contemporary, on the authority of a
correspondent at Constantinople :—¢ Tlie difference,
in fact, between the deaths in the two nations is.enor-
mous. In the French hospitals thiere is only one
death out of 271 cases, whilst in the English Liospitals
there is one out of 88.” ~Gilobe.

Trre Russtay Masor a7 INKERMANN.—It will
be recollected that after the battle of Inkermann, a
Russian Major was taken prisoner in-the.act of stab-
bing.the wounded'in the Tield. Tt was said at.the
time' that.an _opportunity wonld be aflorded’ by his.
captire of lestifying the disgust and horror of the al-
lied'armies at the barbarous -conduct -whicli this- offi- -
cer as well as many others of his countrymen had-
exhibited; and that he' wouldl be -brought to public
execution: His:fate, however, has not been-recorded:
in any of:tlie correspondence from the seat of wariwe
‘have yet seen published: We:now learn-from a‘let-;
ter-from one ‘of the three youthful surgeons who ‘left:

;pected: vietim <has : disappointed’ public: vengeance. !
“When:captured he'lind a-severe wvoimd'in’: s “shoul™:
ider; and was seat: to:-thie: lospital -at: Kulilee; near!
Scatari, wiiich-is set-apart:for woundedRussian: priso-;
‘nersy-and’ where:he-died a-short:time ago. - The-doe-

wounded joint * as a memorial of ,the monster.”—
Edinburgh Courant. : :

Miss NigHTINGALE.— Wherever there is disease
in its most dangerous form, and the hand of the spoil-
er distressingly nigh, there is.that incomparable wo-..
-mah-sureito. be seen; hier benignant presence is aw
influence (or goad comfort.even amid the struggles of
-expiring naturé, She is a “ ministering-angel” .with-
out any exaggeration in these lospilals, and as her
slender form glides quietly along each corridor, every
poor fellow’s face softens with gratitude at the sight
of her, When all the medical officers have retired
for the night, and silence and darkness have settled
down upon those miles of nrostrate sick, she may be
observed alone, with a little lamp in ber hand, making
her solitary rounds. The popular instinct was not
mistaken which when she set out {rom England-on-
her mission of mercy, hailed her as a heroine; I
trust that she may not earn her tittle -to. a-higher:
though sadder appellation. No one who has obser-
ved lier fragile figure and delicate health can avoid
misgivings lest these should-fail.

« What'sort of fighters are the Russians?’ a serd
geant of the 44th Regiment was asked. ¢ They’re
very brave,”” he answered,  behind' their walls-and’
enirenchments, but bring them on a piain, and ihey'’re
not good stuff, Tf 14,000 of the allies could lick
60,000, and kill, wound, and take prisoners 15,000 of
them, they’re’ not such fine chaps.” Tlhe fact that
the Russians do not elevate their muskets when they
fire, is not generally known. * The Russians never
take aim,” observed a private of the 23rd Regiment,
% they load their gun resting it on the teft hip, and
present it {from the right hip when they fire. They
make bad shots, and mostly wound us in the legs.
The shoulder alter all.”

IRISH INTELLIGENCE.

Rev. Dr. Canrni v Brirast.—There can be no
doubt the Tory press of Belfast evinees a liberality of
sentiment and feeling whichdeserve the highest praise
in paying to Dr. Cahill, the following compliment as
extracteil from the Belfust News-Letler :—

¢ Rev. Dr. Camri’s Lecteres.—The first of this
series of scientific Jectures was deiivered on Monday
evening in the Victoria Hall before an immense au-
dience, which crowwded every department of the room.
The lectnrer illnstrated his subjcet by means of a
number of very elegantly executed diagrams. He
commenced with a genegral prelection onibe nobility
of astronomical seience, and thence proceeded to ex-
plain the prineiples of light, refraction, and reflection,
the difflerent kinds of lences, the telescope, the anato-
my of the eye, the microscope, &e.  We candidly
admit that we were agreeably disappointed by Dr.
Cahiil and his lecture, we came prepaied to hear a
ranling, superficial orator, whose merits we suspected
had been overated.  We found a gentlemun of ex-
ceelingly winning address, digaified deportment,
ptofound scientific acquirements, amply gifted also
with the rare and happy faculty of popalarising the
most abstruse theories and diffienlt demonstrations, so
as to render themn appreciable, by the most humble
intellert. His eloguence is a brilliant mixture of
gargeons descrintion, poetieal ilustration, familiar,
almost colloquial, plainness ; gracelul elocution, and
occasional sallies of humor. e completely fasei-
nated & large, mtellizent, and mixed auadience, by
the evidence he aflorded of having his heart and sonl
in his snbject, and he was applanded almost at every
pause. ' :

Deatrn or tue Rev. Devrs Correr, KILLARNEY.
-- At Killarney, afler a protracted.and paiaful struggle
with deeline, Rev. Denis Cotler, late Parish Priest.

ConvensioX.—On Wedneaday, 7ih Febinary, Mr.
Nichalas Quinn, cooper, an intelligent and industrious
tradesman of Tnam, who has been born of Protes- |
tant parenis, and who has been all his life of that per-
suasion, was received into the Catholic Chureh by the
Rev. P, Corcoran. He died a few days aflerwards,
having received .the sacraments and partaken of the
consolations of our huly religion.— Tuam Hereld.

Tur DeeutaTion T0 RoME.—We (Dublin Freeman)
have been requested by a clergyman of this divcese
to publish the following extract of a leller received
this week from his Grace the Archbishop of Dunblin:
¢ Irish Colieze, Rame, 3d Feb., 1855.

*  Up'tothe present day, no apreal
has been lodged with the anthorities here against the
Bishop of Ossory, ar any other. Irish Bishop or Aveh-
bishop. Neiller has the famons memorial, so much
spoken cf, been presented, The luy and clericai de-
putation so often announced, has not as yet appeared.
There is, indeed, one pentleman here who took an
active parl in the meetings of Callan and Thurles,
but he has not exhibited credentials from any, party,
and, indeed, | believe he is very meritnriously em-
ployed in seeking spiritual advice apd.instruction {rom
the  authorities -of this cily, whe, being anxious to
gain all-to Christ, .and to bring those who-are astray
tothe right palh, receive all with truly paternal kind-
ness and Christian charity. Shounld the members of
the depotation arrive at any utore day, they, to2, will
receive instruction and advice which may be very use-
fulto them. Frem' what 'l now state, after having
made inquiries at the Propagarda and higher quarters,
you-may form an estimate of the valueof. the reports
spread .in Ireland, that.ihe.appeal was going en.sug~-
cessfully,.and that the depulation-was.most active.and
zealous. The troth is, nothing whalever has been
dong as yet. There has been no display.of zeal or
activity.—Your devoted servant, ¢¢{ Pavy ‘CuLLEN.?”

Tue MavnooTt Grant.—Mr. James Bourke i
about publishing the opinions of all the statesmen st
thelast sixty years on the subject of the Maynonili
grant. - As-the :Conservativés- have announced-ithat;
immediately- after the Maynouth .Report shall have
Dbeen :laid. upon- the table, they will take the.sense of
the honse-on.the guestion, a correct summlarji._of..lhe
parliamentary dabates-on the subjeet, singe ihe foun-
dation of .the college, will be most uselul, aid, fron:
‘Mr. Burke’s proved: accuracy ‘and impditiality; -we
are ‘sure-that he will pioduce ‘duch!acaréful digest:
that:membefs on; ¢ both ‘sides:of:the Hhouse®? will:be
-glad to avail thernselves - 6f: a:: pdmphlel awhich,will
save them: from:. wading. throngh ,some hundreds; of
~olnmes of Hansard., ‘The .ideq:is:apporiunc, and-lo

[{1

\-public rpeakers and writers, its faithiul exgcution will'

be' i 'welcome boon. - ‘Far the Calholic clérzysucti as

itor-who: attended” hiim- says- he-:hs: ‘preservied “the’

ALAGT

“publigation Wil possess pechliar interest.” * -
i .



