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CALENDAR TOR MAY.

May 1—Sr. Painir and ST, JAMES,
#  5—3rd Sanduy aftor Haster,
w  12—4th Sunday after Easter.

“ 19—5th Sunday aftor liaster. [ Notice of
Leogation Days and Ascension Day. ]

A &M

« 90—
“ 21—-}Rogution Duys., Fast.
T -

++ 23—AscensioNn Day. (Pr, Pus. M. 8, 15,
21. 14, 24, 47, 108, Ath. Croed.
Prop. Pref. till 30th inclu.]

“  26—Sunday after Ascension,

THE CHURCH AND SOCIETY,

(From a Paper in the Church Lclectic for
March 95 by Bev. C. Il Edmands, jr.)

Toro is an illustration of what 1 beliovo to bo
s fundamentad principle, that while the Church
and Society have subjects in eommon with
which cach must deal, yot cuch has its dopart-
mont and each j8 supreme in its dopartment.
The Gospel is the themo of the Church, the
establishment of the Kingdom of God isits end.
It must nevor allow any other message lo su-
percede the Gospel on itslips,norany lower end,
however worthy, to direct its energies, Iing-
doms and ropublics, ompires and democracies
aro alike to Christianity. I{ muy work in and

throngh them all, its existence is bound np with
none, They, howover long they may flourish,
howover they may ovoke tho devotion of their
citizons must av lengih pevish, but against the
Church tho gates of Hell shall never prevail
and her work will be accomplished unly when
tha Kingdo.ns of this world have become the
Kingdoms of God and His Christ.

The Church will perform its task most wisely
and successfully whon she rocognizos that
Socioty likewire is of Divine instivution, Tho
powers that be, are ordained of God. Magis-
trates and logislators are God's ministors. It
is a fatal error—so the Papal rule over Kings
and nations and Puritan attempts at govorn-
ment have taught us—for the Church to senk
to constrain the temporal power of use anght
but spiritual weapons, Lot it bo hor aim to fill
Sooiety with the Spirit of Christ, and then all
will be well,

But bow whon Church and Society differ in
thoir views? How about moral questions in
which cach are equally intorested ? How
about the application to speciul cases, indi-
viduals, seagons of the truths Religion set forth
but which need practical exemplification in the
moral sphere ?  Marriace and divorco for éx-
ample, Isthere any matter in which Religion
is more concerncd than marringe? Is there
any act of human life which in all ages und
under all beliefs, has been more closely or more
necessarily associated with rehgious rites and
hallowed by religious sanctions ? Can the
Church possibly remain gilent on such o point,
or relegatoit to tho Jist of those things which
are golely the affair of tho State? On the
other hand canthe Statoe refrain from dealing
with this subject ? Shall it have no laws re-

straining, authorizing, Tregnlating, ¥guarding
such unions? Can it,Swith safety to itself,
with propor regard to the welfare of its citizens,
with due care for rights of property and inheri-
tance forogo all requirements and statutes on
this most important and practical of all matters?
Certuinly no State in ancient or modern times
has boen so minded, and Society as well as
Roligions has been strenuous in its opinions and
jealous for its interests.

This alone illustrates sufficiently the inevit-
able mecting and mingling—the possible diver-
gence und clashing—in the sphore of morals of
Church and Society. But there are numerous
othor mattors of only less importance. Thers
is the liquor question—in its double form as re-
gards its sale and its consumption. The State
must rocognixe and seck to heal the evils con-
nocted therowith—is the Church to have nothing
Lo suy ? Thore is the bribery and corruption
of voters and of officials, tho debauching of poli-
ticul morality, the misuso of placos of trust for
privato gain—crimeos in tho first place nguiust
tho state, but does not the Church roward them
as sins and denounce the sinner+ ? Thoro i the
delicate and perplexing problem of the relations
of labor and capital, involving questions of
justico nod mercy—is not roligion to lift her
voice and uiter her word of guidance for citizen,
logislator, employer, workman? There aro the
questions us to the right of private ownorship
of land—a8 to the right of every man to some
share in mother earth-—questions brought under
debate by recent cconomic discussions, The
Church is eagorly appesled to—the defonders of
private ownership urging the Scripural injune-
fion, ** Thou shalt not steal,” the advocuales of
common ownership urging the [atherhood of
(rod and the Brotherhood of Man and hencethe
common heritage. Huas the pulpit no word ?

Thesoe are but 4 fow of the countless points at
which Church and Society meot, Here are
others : The Bible in Public Schools—exemp-
tion of Churches from taxation—Closing of
public buildings on Sundays—Chaplains for the
Army and Navy—Prohibition of polygamy—
Appropriations to soctarian institutions—Oaths
in courts o justic. What aro we todo? Iy
the Church to attempt to mako Society carry
out and enforce its views by tho civil law?
That was the Middle Age notion—it seoma Lo
be tho notion of the Roman Church—it is the
notion of many Protestunts,

- tion of the Kpiscopal Church,

I take it to bo this : She tries to spoak out
boldly all God’s revealed word. She keeps buck
none of His Will as she 1inds it declared, she
imposes it by spiritual sanctions on her
mombers, she urges it on the worjd. She
adheros to the plain teachings of Holy Writ and
lnys po other or heavier burden on men than
uid Christ. When Society adopts & low stand-
ard sho does mot conform, nor again does she
resort 0 political measuros, but is content to
await the silent influence of the Truth, On tho
subjoct of Marriage for exampls, in tho face of
u wicked and adulterous goncration she repeats
and affirms the word of hor Master Christ:
“ What God hath joined togothor let no man
put asunder.” . “ Whosoever shall put
away his wife oxcept it be for the cause of tor-
nieatidn, and shall marry anothor, committeth
adultery, and whoso marrieth her that is divore-
od committeth adultery. She forbids her priests
to bloss and her members to contract so-called
marriages contrary to the Divine Law though
they may bo legal by the statutes of Utah or
Counecticut, Dahomey or South Dakots. But,
much as she would welcome more Christian
legislation on this matter, sho hus no bills to
propose and looks only to the education of the
national conscionce, ,

She condemns the sin of drunkenness, she
teaches the wickednesss of the defilement of the
body which is the temple of the Holy Ghost
by excessive indulgonce in stromg drink, she

What is the posi--

urges temperancezand self-control, she warns
all of the iniquity of leading others into sin for
gain, She endorses and promotes in her dioceses
and parishes such agencies a8 the Church Tem-
perance Society. But, whatever individuals
may advocate, she has no theory of legislation,
High License, Prohibition, Looal option, or
State sale,

Shoe reminds those in places of public trust
whose authority they bear she bids menbe truo
and just in all their dealing, and to keep their
hands from picking and stealing, and her pulpit
does vot neglect to declare that private virtue
must be no cloak for public racality ; but she
oespouses no political party even though it march
under the banner of reform,and her laity are
pot told the candidatos for whom they must
vote at the polls.

She is not silent concerning the relations of
masters and servants, rich and poor, employers
and omployeos. She is accustomed to spesk
moro about duties than about rights, to romind
masters that their Muster also is heaven and
workmen that that they serve the Liord Christ,
but she never allows that selfishness or anger
aro to detormino conduct. Her sympathise,
like hor Lord’s must always be with the poor,
the oppressed, tho toiling, thc ignorant, thoe
despised, but sho lays great stross on obedience
to law and right. and bids overy man do his
duty in that stato of life into which it shall
please God to call him—for she regards each
calling us indeed a vocation. She has no schemo
of sociul readjustment, no plan for the more
cvon distribution of woeanlth,

She inculeates the great principles of
righteousness—hor membera are accustomed to
give them practical application. You will find
them fighting in the front ranks of every “ Re-
form Movomont, whether it concorns municipal
politics, excise logislation, tariff reduction civil
service office. the housing of the poor, or social
reconstruction on the larger scale. One only
has to be familiur with such names as Everett
P. Wheeler, Elbridge Gerry, Henry George,
Robt. Graham to recognizo this fact.

1f it be objecied that the Gospel of Christ be-
comes vory indefinite unless it be brought down
into daily life—that even the Ton Commund-
ments need to be applied to porsons and tran-
sactions—und that it is not enough to preach
againat theft and murder, and to exhort to justice
and benevolence without calling names—it may
be answered that it is the duty of the Church
to insist on the great principles concerning
which there can be no doubt, while it is the
duty of the individual conscience o give thoem
their special application. Anything else would
tond 10 vrect an ecclesinstical tyranny aud de-
grade the free man in Christ Jesusinto w puppet.
Christ Himself came preaching *‘ general priaci-
ple.. Ho failed very much of being a practical
reformer ” in the sense in which some would
have the Church pose in the world. There were
practical mun ther looking for an off-hund
sclution of their diffienlties--politicans awaiting
u hint, There were injustico and robbery—un-
cqual distribution of wealth then. So one asked
*Muster, speak to my brother, that he divido
theinheritunce with me,” but He who had laid
down the social principles of the Sermon on the
Mount, refused to give them application, saying,
Maun, who huth made Mo a judge or divider over

ou ¥’

’ Judea groaned under a fearful tyranny. It
was oppressed and robbed by a ring of publi-
cans, proconsuls and other political heelers who
wore Lhe creatures and tools ofa worae  boss ”
than any Demecrat or Republican, the Emperor,
Political deliverunce wus looked for even by
Cbrist’s disciples. ** Weo thought that it had
been He who should have restored the kingdom
to Isrnel.”” But yet to the practical question
us to whether tribute should be paid or not
Christ answered with a prineiply, * Render to
Cmsar the things which be Cmsar's, and to
God the things which are God's,’



