6

THE CHURCH GUARDIAN:

Jone 1, 188%

The Living Church (Chicago) says:—

‘Whitsun-Day commemorates both a doctrine
and & fact, and, as i3 the case with all the
leading truths of the Creed, fact and doctrine
aro linked each to each by a connection which
should not be overlooked. The personality of
tize Holy Spirit is shown by the express words
o' the Scripture, and also by the distinet and
sensible manifestation of the Day of Pentecost.
But the truth of Whitsun-Day is not confined to
the proof of the Holy Spirit’s personality. Its
more immediate teaching is the conatant pres-
ence to the Church Cathclic, as well as to the
individual beliover, of the Inspirer, Sustainer
and Comforter, :

It i8 this fact of the mission, in time, of the
Holy Spirit which is yoearly set forth by this
fostival. It is 2 truth pot universally reeng-
nisad, but largely ignoved hv modern religious
thought. For it is connecivd with an another
truth of the Creed, the One Holy Catholic and
Avpostolic Church, a truth either practically de-
nied or hopelessly ev-porated in the theories
of a merely individual veligion. In those theo-
ries tt» work of Pentecost is held to be con-
summated in the furnishing of twelve Apostles,
soon to pass away from earth, with peculiar
power and gifts. According to those theories,
in less than a century the work of Pentecost
was cnded. If the Apostles left no successors,
how imperfect was that work! If upon tho
laying on of hands no spiritual gifts survived
the twolvo; if nc teachings after them rise
abovo the level of individual speculations or
slowly fading traditions, where is the promise:
“Lo, T am with you aiway, even to the ond of
the world ?’ The personal commissioned wit-
ness of the Apostles died with them—it could
not do otherwise ; but their office survived, re-
maing still, and will remain till the Lord comge
again 1o judgoe tho quick and the dead.

This is not a speculative fancy. [tisatrnth
of the uimost practical importance. The
powor of the IHoly Ghost was first needed to
aitest the reality of the life of Jesus with all its
acis and words, It was necded to send forth
the apostles and Tvangelists with power to
introduce inio ihe world tho provatiing truths
of the Gospel. Tt 8 needed now fo guard and
keep these truths. This difforence is not a thing
of small account. It isthe difforence between
religion as a speculation, as a thing of exper-
iences and inferences, and religion as a revel-
ation. It is tho difference betweon man asking
and answering his own qaostions about God
thoe invisible and unknown, and man taught
from on high. Inspiration means not only tho
giving but tho recetving of revelation; the
power “to have a vight judgment in all things;"
tho responding senso of truth as well as the
truth itself.

It is hero tho Church takes hor stand in these
agnostic days. Her work is not to argue, bat
to afirm. The basis of cffectual affirmation
is the life of holiness in thoe Church, the ad
herence to the faith once dolivored. The Hol
Ghost, tho Comforter, the Upholder, Heit s
who is the present Guardian of the Chureh
now. She does mnot ask for now answers te
curious questionings, but the powor to possesss
more noarly, and to be possessed by, the truths
once given. Sho needs to koep hor Whitsun
tides with overgrowing faithfulnes, that she
may “daily bo renowed,” that she may grow
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ,

The Standard of the Cross, Cleveland, Ohio,
8ays:

Knowledge of the Tloly Ghost as a Person,
God prosent with men, was the groat gift that
came at the first Christian Pentccost, and that
hag remained intho world. Itisa cleansing,
broadening knowledge. It puts the daily
thought and work of gond men upon the planc
of God's will and providence. We pray that
by the guidance of the Holy Spirit we may
bave a right judgment in all things; and thea

we found churches, elect bishops, enact laws,
pay, we even earn our daily bread, and govern
our neighborly conversation, as ifapon warrant
of a ¢ whut saith the Lord.” The relations in
which we find ourselves are the order of God’s
kingdom. Whatever strength we bave to use
in righteous life is the mighty power of the
Holy Ghost.

CORRESPONDENCE,

{The name of Correspondent. mustio all caser beenclosed
with letter, bat will not be published unless desired. Tho
Editor will not hold himself responsible, however,forany
opinions expressed by Correspondents.}

T'o the Editor of THE CHURCH GUARDIAN:

Sir,—Permit me to suggest to the Diocesan
Secretary-Treasurer of the Domestic & Foreign
Missionary Society of the Charch in Canada,
that it would give satisfaction if the collections
in response to the Epiphany and Asconsion
tide appeals were publiched in the CHURCH
GuarniaN. The GuarpiAw, in this Diocese,
has a large circulation and those who give like
to see their offerings acknowledged.

Yours,
Nova Scotia, May 23rd, 1887.

SEAFORTH PARISH.

Str,—1In your issue of the 18th May, under
the heading of Diocesan nows, referenco is made
to Seaforth parish, and you are made to say:
“this parish has for some months past heen in
rather a disorganized condition.” This state-
ment is unjust and untrue. I am sure that
soven-cighths of the Church peoplo of Seaforth
would resent such a statement.

It is true difficulties have arisen there, mainly
through the efforis of the clergyman to main-
tain Church discipline; but to say that the
Church was in a disorganized condition is un-
trae. So far from this being tho case, the finan-
cial returns at Easter showed o prosperous con-
dition—the Diocesan coilections boing fully up
to former ycars, and some in advance ; notably
that of the Mission Fund: whilst I have the
testimony of Mr. Holmsted, the Lay Delegate,
thai in his opinion, the Church at Seaforth
never had moro spiritaal life than at present.
Tho number of Communicants on Baster Day
wore as large as on any former occasion.

Yours truly,
The Rectory, Haysville, }
May 23rd, 1881. §

[The item referred to come to us as part of
Home Ticld news, for the correctness of which
we are obliged to trust to our correspondents—
having no ready means of verifying. We de-
precate any such references as that complained
of; they arc often unjust and reflect unjustly
upon as good and faithful Iabourers as thoseo
who appear 1o suceeed bettor. We aro soiry if
any injustice has been done in this particular

caso.—EDp. ]

J. EDMONDS.

THE UNCONSUMED CONSECRATED WINE

Sir,—T did not cither pretend or dosire to
arguo the point with cleric; but to call atten-
tion to his oxtreme unfairness. IIad be desired
a usoful end, a different courso would in all
probubility have been adopted. Is it kind or
oven just to present, if such they are, disagree-
able facts in a way so public, which primarily
shouldd be discussed olsewhero, and that with
purely disciplinary motive? Can any real ben-
efit accruc to the Church, or oven the parties
eoncerned by means so indefinite ?

If the object of the article was the reforma-
tion of the dignitary accused and not simply
scandal—a mutter gravely doubtful-—could st
not have been moro wisely done by taking ex-
ceplion to his course in a more private way,
and alterwards, finding him incorrigible, taking
tho necessary disciplinary steps? Say what

we may it its favor, 8 nameless accusation of
a nameless accused can but sow seeds of snapi-
cion, which are as likely to evil affect the in-
nocent as the guilty, and instead of uprooting
an evil may lead to the belief that the intention
is grounded in malice, and that its author is
wofally lacking in manly courage. It is always
better (although it may not be so agreeable to
some) to sow seeds of confidence among
brethren rather than those of suspicion and
distrust. I do not for a moment question but
that an assumed signature may very often be
ased to advantage, and in the accomplishment
of ends most noble, but never as an ambush
from which to fire a cowardly shot into a

crowd.
JoaxN C. GARRETT.

Lacolle, 18th May, 1887.

[We do think good accrues to the Church by
exposing, even in the  indeflnite ” manner re-
ferred to so gross a breach of law and order.
Our correspondent assumes that private reraon-
stranco wasnot made, Supposing it made, and
ineffectual, why should * Cieric” be driven to
formal complaint before an Ecclesiastical Court,
and to a deposit under Canon of Diocese of
Montreal of an indefinite amount, where public
refsrence to the matter might convince the
guilty ones that persisting in the irregularity
would not pass unnoticed 7 We are quite sure
the writer was not lacking of courage, nor was
he actuated by ill-feeling or malice.—EDp].

DeAR Sir,—It was stated in one of the Meth-
odist Conferences lately by the Book Steward
of the Toronto Book-room, that the profiis last
year were no less than $20,000 ; of which $6,000
had been given to their Superannuation Fund.
Thia surely points a moral and suggests an in-
centive to the Church of England in Canada,
which has so far been blind to a foremost agency
for Evangelization and for Church extension—
and, as is proved, oven for profit. Will the
Church of England longer suicidally ignoveihe
powor of the press and united action in the dis-
semination of Church literature. A company
of dovoted business men is imperatively called
for, and would effeet more than any other
agency for good. 'Who will act in response to

80 urgent a need ?
’ X, X.

NEW BOOKS.

The Private Prayer-Book.—A Manual of ln-
struction and Prayer for tho People of the
Church ; compiled and edited by a parish
Priest, (Wm. Egorton & Co. N.Y.) Thislittle
Manual is & new arrangement and aduptation
of doctrinal teaching and prayers from a num-
ber of devotional books already ip use, e.g.,
Hoygate's Manual ; Carters Private Prayers;
tho Plain Guide ; the Priest’'s Private-Prayer
Book, &c. The object has been to combine in ono
book convenient for popular use, both a Manual
for Holy Communion and a guide to Repen-
tance and a true Christian life. Although
there is much in it that is decidedly beautiful
and helpful, we do not feel able to recommend
this book for general use. Its teaching isin
some points decidedly ‘“advanced.”

The Church and Its Apostolic Ministry.—By
Right Rev. John Franklin Spalding, D.D., Mis-
sionaryBishop of Colorado.—TheYoung Church-
man Co., Milwaukee; cloth, handsomely bound,
$1.00.

Tho learned and woll known author of this
book says in the introductory Lecture that
“ there is an obvious need at tho present time
of correct teaching upon the subject of the
Church. . . Belicf in The Charch
is fundamental—with the loss of the Church

you may loso the faith which it cnshrines,”—
and certainly in theso admirable lectures Bishop



