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. m_g.n;yvhom'sb,g_gnv{ backsio“them as their firg - s CONFIRMATION. . .. < {=We:desire:to touoh with all tenderness on
.~ Primatotorosthe  dea . Toduy thoseuhildragh . 0 v o B2 U " 7 ol aniptlor: point. It is well-known that Confir-

“eend; gréetiqg] homage and*love.if'And direly
- they; 00, may be permitted to Femind them:
Relves that-itﬁis*ju‘gi]eﬁ year obiyours is this

morning -doubly theirs; that half of their first
 contury has been covered by the reign of &

single soverpign-who, whether as wifé; mother-

. or ruler, has endeared herself to the people’of
~two ‘hemispheres, and “who, in_esch of -these
rolations, has pre-eminently illnstrated. those

. distinctive traita of fidelity to. duty; reverence
- Sot’Tight and exhaustless sympathy with, mis-
;" fortune and sorrow which have been among the'
~ ohiefesl graceg of the' Church of England.” '
» “"And’go, dg 0mé 6f thém' hiave” come back:
‘10 thie'hisgoric spot'to-kdep this, their'first cen-
.tenmisl’: birthday, this‘is" the - prayer ‘they’
‘breathe for “their - hondred” mother. | Hitherto:
“you bave: béen pre-eminent in Christendom-for.
%cri' taral'faith, sound 'learning and pure ‘man-:
_nerg; Already ‘you have 'borne’ witnesi” in,
_ many lands fo the Catholic” doctrine inall its:
primitive simplicity and' power by lives:of un-
selfish and heroic'devotion:Mayit beso moreand
wore inall the tenturies to come, and whon an-
-other hundréd yoars have' gone and odr chif:
dren's childrén gatber herd, may you still«be
found m ‘all the plenitude "of ‘ever-advsncing

. trivmphs, rich in the treasures of youthegvenly
. Hend, cledr'as the sun, fair as the moon, ter-
= r'g,bﬁ]ogiqs'* an drmy with' banners."—The Chrch,

A VarvapLe Dowition—The Sogiety for
Promoting,Christian Knowledge has .made a
valuable present, to .the Library Syndicats of
the University of- Cambridge, in the form of s
number of Syriac and Arabic, manuscripts con-
tained in ninety volumes. Those manuscripts
were collected about the year 1842 by.the Rev.
C:P.-Badger, -the. eminent Orientalist,: in,;the
course of his travels. in Mesopdiamia and Kur-
distan. They:have since remained in the hands
of the Society, but bave not been widely known

. to'scholars; and, in order to make toem -more
. generally accessible, the Society has now hand-
ed them over as & froe gift to the University.

; Deara or Bisnor GREEN.—The Venerabla
Bishop of. Mississippi, Right Rev. Wm. Mercer
Green, passed 10 his rest ion Sunday, 13th ult,
He: wag! born-in Wilming:on,: N.C;, May 2,
1798, In .1821. .he: was ordered : deacon - by
Bishop. Moore, of Virginia, who two years later
ordained him to the priestbood. He was -con-
secrated Bishop of Missisippi, February 24,
.1860;  In 1883 Bishop Thompson was conse
crated 458 bis -mssistant, since. which : time the
aged Bishop hos resided in Sewanee, nndertak:
ing bat little active duty, and looking forward
serenely to the rest which remaineth, ; .~ -

- PaN Axgt1oaN~The Archbishop of Canter-
-bury hes given notice that a council of all the
Bishops. of ihe Anglican communion in the
world will be 'held at Lambeth Pnlace in the

summer of tho yesr 1888.

W@L’nsﬁf—.&:reli‘gious consua has been taken.
in Wales, at the instigation of the Dissenters;
and. it shows the Church to be largely du the

" ascendant, . The Nonconformists are’ discom-
fited, . S . .

A lady in Ontario “‘writes, :renewing sub-

+ soription :—“I like the paper véry much. One:
cannot' “help having their intereit in the

. Oburch déeponed by reading it. . -

. !If paronts know :more of Christ and practised
“ more of His religion; theie would not be 8o
- many little feet already. starting on the Wrong
-road;« and allaround-us voices: of riot and blag:
phemy would not come yp ‘with such ecatasy of
A ;ggpgl trium?h, a ' ’
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Cdnﬁfmti{ién‘jﬁ'an\gi'diifdﬁce 3ff the Christian
©Hurch, - in" which ‘special; Gift' of the Holy
Ghost is imparted to those who have "been bap-
twed. It is the complement of Baptism, sup-

spiritual outfit; the_ full “armour of the Chris-

Gift i, Baptism} ‘another and'a’ furthier Gift is
imparted in Confirmation.—G'rueber. . . -,
- *"We desire to say one’or two- things concern-
ing the rite of Confirmation with the hope that
‘hgi will do something to aproot sorse errone-
ous conceptions ‘that .are prevalent amongst
members of: the:Church and others. First of
‘all ‘with ‘régpect to'the dge in Which young per-
sons ghould bs presented to the Biskiop for Con-
firmation. .Seeing that a special Gift of the
Holy Ghost is given -at. Confirmation, and this
Gift -ig the one thing mecessary for the per-
fecting' of “the :BpiFitaal -outfit, the armour
necessary to protect us from-the assanlts of
the evil'one, is it fair to our young per-ons to
deprive'them of this Gift, this protection any
longer than the Church ‘herself lays down as
thé proper time for them to receive this Gift ?
Is it fair for the tender and plastic souls to
sllow'them to'go out into tha:world and be sub-
ject to ‘all tha temiptations which of course every
perent dreads, without bestowing upon them
every safeguard in our power 7 The Church
lays-down a direct and'explicit liw with re-
spect to the time when persons shall be brought
to the Bishop for, the “laying ou of hands;”
that is, when they can say the Creed, the Lord's
Prayer and the Ten Commandments, and have
heen further instructed in Chureh Catechism.
This of courrse infers that they have arrived at
some degree of intelligence, and are alive to the
fact-that'they ¢annot always be children; also
that some "day théy will be thrown into the
world to fight their own battles and will nesd
all'the armour. they can’ get to protect them-
selves. Moreover, theré are many temptations
to be endureu while under the shadow of their
parents’ roof. ‘Many pernicious habits which
g'ro'w into sins if not conquered in the bud, can

‘contracted by children:while at school, but
which can be overcome or shunned if the Grace
of God is in the heart. 'Bat, to put forth the
arganments necessary to combat the opposition
of these who imagine that youth even when efi-
dowed with intelligence, is an obstacle in the
way of Confirmation,—It is well known that
for a thousand years children were confirmed im-
‘mediately after Baptism, after the example of
our Blessed Lord Himse.f, on whom the Holy
‘Spirit'descended as He came out of the water
'of Baptism. It was only the difficulty in secur-
ing the presence of a Bishop, that led to the
separation of Confirmation from Baptism; but
even then the time was to be as brief as pos-
sible, Now the Order of Confimation speaks of
‘‘children” and “ohild.” By Canon Law in-
fancy ceases at seven yearsof age and childhood
then pegins. - The adult or age of youth is
fourteen for n boy and twelve for a girl, It
follows, thereforo, that the lawful age for Con-
firmation at the present time in the Church of
England is the period between seven and four.

‘{teen years of age. Thia is the time when they

ought to be prepared with the Church's require-
ments, the Breed, the Lord's Prayer and the
Ton Commandments with tho others parts of
the Catechism. ~ B ’
‘That there are some upon whom the Gift has

|been bestowed, and-who may be compared to

those whom our Lord speaks of in His Parable
of :the: Sower; ~when 'the goud seed fell by the
way gide, - O _among' thorns, should not deter
parents and guardians from providing that
their: ' children: should; as early -as possible,
receive the. instruction ‘from - their pastors na.
gossary for the prep&rg{t.iog for Confiimation,

plying what is.needful'ts. the perfecting of the.

tisn. ./The Holy Spirit. impsris. to. the soul a;

mation’ is the necessary ‘act to be undergone

before “persons who have been' baptized can be

‘admitted to the full privileges of the Church of
Eogland, or any of its daughter Churches.

There are some persons excellent and hearty.

workers for the Churoh, . who ‘partake in all

quietness of ‘conscience of the .highest priv-
ilege of the Church namelythe Holy Com-
munion, without having first received the lay-

ing on of hands: in Confirmation. Various

‘{oauses may bo assigned. for their not havidg

received the Special Gift. They. hive been
passed by in their youth, unwillingly perheps,
or unwittingly, and have been admitted to the
Altar in later days, when the thonght has not
crossed their minds’ that they are still incom.
plete members, Others have been received
from other Churches, and think itis unnecessary
to obey the laws-of the Church they are ouf-
wardly professing adhersuce to, or they think
they would be stultifying in some way those
who ‘admitted them formerly, Surely for the
sake of example, the former elass are not in’
right, or, any young person can say,
wait_until IThave grown up, and then I can
avoid confirmation.” ' It is then shame or fear
that prevents such as these from coming for-
ward and openly confessing their Faith? Is
ths simple rite of Confirmation such a dreadful
ordeal to undergo ? - With respect to the latter
cluss, surely the good people who first admitted
them to the privileges they think they possess,
would pot be stultified by their friends taking
another step in the faith, and being admitted
to still higher privileges than they could bes-
tow, espeCially since they are deprived, here at
least, from these privileges which they con-
ferred, and they are with their mouth making
confession of belief in those they are enjnying.
Surely no form of Church polity sanctions,

«y wﬂl _

outward forms devoid of inward fact. - We: .

trust our words  will have - some weight with

workers, to induce them .to hecome inwardiy
and -thoroughly what they are ‘st least out-
wardly aud usefully. Our Church needs all

the support it can get to enable it to do its-

duty in this country, and half-hearted work is
often very detrimental if not injurions.—4ng-
lican Church Chronicle, Honolulu.

NEWNESS OF LIFE.

]

“ Even so we also should walk in newness of
life."—Rom. vi, 4.

Christ and His people are one body. The
new birth by water and the Holy Spirit not
only creates a federal relation between the be-
liever and the Saviour, but a vital union, so
that, as St. Paul says, they are members of His
body, bone of His bone, and flesh of His flesh ;
and, as St. Peter says, thoy are partakers of the
Divine nature. They arc united to God
throngh Christ. And being so united they live

a life of faith and prayer, thut thoir sins may

be forgivon, and they be enabled to do’ good
works, and understand the whole plan of salva.
tion, “so that, being pure in heart by the per-
fect knowledge which is by the Son of God,
they may be initiated face to face in that bless-
ed confemplation, and be like Moses, whose
fuce shone brightly with divise irradiation
from the vision of God."

They who aro-so situated must necessarily
wallc in newness of life. They will love trath,

and virtue, and purity, and justice, and hate.

all that is opposed to these. They will lovethe

‘some of our most esteemed friends and follow- -

Church and its Secraments and its ordinances, -

‘because they are the divinely appointed means
‘whereby they are enabled, through Christ, to.
‘secure and maintain those' wonderful and. glo-

rious privyileges, gnd develop and strengthen,
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