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a fewv gencrations remioved froni the absolute barbarisnî of
their anccstors, but also ivcrc prevcntcd by policy and law
fromi a:taining any of that intcllcctual progress which thecy
miighit have made iii thc sunilighît of the more civilizcd atnîo-
splicrc to which thcy lîad bccn transplantcd.

But in ancicnt trnes, tic frcquency of wars, and the scvcri-
ty of the law of universal custoni, which allowed the con-
<lueror to reducc the coriqucrcd nations to slavcry, flot only
rcndcred slave labour clicap, but a lirgc portion of those in
servitude were #,ithier of the sanie or kindrcd races with their
miasters, and oftcn of equal or superior brccdiîig and cdluca-
tion. Plutarch tells us thit sonc of the Athcnians wh'lo werc
takcen prisoners in the ill-fâtcd Siciliati expedition, during the
I>elopoinncisi war, and rcduced to slavery, mitigatcd tic se-
s'crity of tlîeir lot, by reciti lg to thecir miasters verses of E u-
ripides in whosc poctry the Syracusans took, particular de-
lighit, and tîtat a tinber of thcmi îere even rcvarded w~ith
tlîeir liberty, for wliich thcy formally expressecd thecir thanks
to the poet on thecir rcturn home. Vcry mninent writers of
ancient timics, passcd a part at least of thecir lives in a state
of slavery. arnong thieni the fabulist ,sop, tic great stoic
philosopher Epictetus, and even 1lato, wvho on bis return
fromn Syracuse, by the treaclicry of the Laced.emonian arn-
bassador witb w~horn he sailcd, wvas sold inito slavery at
i-Egina, and wvas afterwards ransonied by Anniceris, for the
sumn of thirty ,iîîai. Other friends of 1Plato having contri-
butcd the sum to repay Aniniceris, the latter expended it by
purchasing for the philosopher the famous garden of the
Ac.tdeniy. At Rome meni of great literary ability werc
found amiong the slaves, sucli as the poet Terence, and Cice-
ro's frecdmnii Tiro, to whomi lie %vrites iii such affectionate
ternis iii sone of bis letters, the Nvhole of wvhich, that have
bcîî prcscrved to posterity, were collectcd and edited by the
fitUful Tiro after Cicero's death, forming the largest body


