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A
THE AQUA-AERIAL OR WAVE SHIP.
English Mechanie. N

The Aqua-nerial or wave slip is & vessel which is
supposed to be capable of making the Channel passage in
20 minutes, or of running to New York and back in six
duys. It is the invention of Mr. J. Di skie, of Iast Parnde,
Leeds, who sends us three photographs of a model, with
several dingrams and o description printed on the back of
acard. Mr, Dickie has patented bis invention, which in
some respects resembles the polysphenic. ship, but with
the imporiant differcnce that there ave sdmospheric ducts
communicating . with the bottom of the vessel. The
aqua-aerinl ship presents a different section at different
puarts of its lengths, but it may be described as & brosd
flat vessel with watertight chambers all ronnd it, and
series of three inclined planes forming the botton. The
air ducts are of the usual shape on deck, but spread cut
80 as to occupy one-half the breadth of the vessol ut the
point where they réach the bottom. 'They are sitnated
Just at tue comwencement of the inclined planes, and as
wwo are placed side by side there ave fouraltogether. The
object of these ducts is to rendor each plane independent
of the others, and thus all aie supposed to assist in lifting
the vessels out of the water, as it were, aud to facilitate
its passage over the siifuge,  "The bows curve downwards
from about the deck level and merge into the front of the
first plune or the bottow, wiile the watertight compurt-
nients at the sides of the versel are formed into a sort of
platform at the stern, by means of which cddy-malking is
"t be avoided, The wir ducs bave another office to
puform besides vendering the inctined planes of the
buttom iudependent of oue another, for by means of self-
acting valves, which, however, are not shown in the
dingrams published by the patentee, any tendency to rohl
is ¢ immediately counteracted ' by the air ducts on the
raiging side of the versel cosing automationlly, thus
creating a vacuum on that side, white the grenter pressure
exerted ou - the water on the other side will wend to
restore it o the normal level  The nquaacrial ship is
also a novelty in tuis respect, that the power required to
keep up the specd will aeercase with the fnerease of the
vessel's rate ot progression—tthe ouly thing necessary
bumng o high specd of eogies”  "Che patentes may well
sy that this is one ot the most remaikavle features of
the invention, beiug dinmetrically.opposed to all past
©experience in naval construction.  Unfortunately there is
no proof that the aqua-aerinl ship will do what its
prtentee asserts, for we have no intormation as to whether
ue not it has been tried cven in model form.  Lhe device
has several features to recommend it for instance the
form of hull aduwits of great structural strength combined
with lightness, whil: narrowness of beam is of no object,
a8 the vessel has not to cut its way through the water,
but, like the polysphenic ship, will rise over the waves
and skim along the surface—that is, if the patentec’s

Yiews are corroborated by practical experiment.

- LONDON CAPITATISTS.
DBradstreet’s.

London is the true bonnnza of impecunions states and
communities. ltisanapparently inexbaustible gold mine.
If u railvond is to be built, & swamp drained, water or
gasworks to be constructed, or any other enterprise de-
manding considerable money ‘is to be promoted, those
having the enterprise in baud turn their faces Londonward
as naturally as the followers of Mobammed turn their cyes
toward Mecea to pray for succor and salvation, Sonth and
Central Amerien worked this mine successiully for many
years  Turkey and Bgypt struck pay ore in it after it had
been closed against Spanish-Awmerican exploiters, and
Iastly, the Grand Turk aud his vassal, the Khedive, having
exhnusted their eredit, the British colonivs all around the
globe have taken possession of the Loudon money supply
and are making themselves easy by repented drafts upon it.
They find the English eapiralist in & melting mood, and
are taking (ull advantnge of this mental condition.

COLONTAL IFEDERATION.

Lonnon, Aug. 3—The confurence on the federation
of the Austialinn colonies is the most genuinely importaut
and remarkable politieal event of the week It marks the
definite overthrow "of the onece omnipotent school of
political thought, which had Mr. Goldwin Smith as its
most eminent literary apostle, and wus supposed to be
quictly approved by Mr, John Bright and other lenders of
the Manchester school.  This school contemplated, and
even longed for, the separation of the colonics from the
mother country and the disintegration of the empive, A
violent reaction has vow set in.  Lord Roscberry, o
Radical peer, proposes that the colonies shall have
representatives in the House of Lords, and the Daily News,
which used to out-Mauchegter the Manchester school,
prays for the poet who will teach the commonsfatherlnnd
of the English race as Avndt taught the unity of all
speakers of the German tongue,

Bowoivae INSNew  York.—While the value of. the
building done in New York city during the first quarter
of 1884 is given at a sum smaller than in the like/portion
of 1883, in tho second guarter it ran far ahead of the
building done in April, May, and June, 1883 For the
ficst six monthas of 1884 the total value of new buildings
in New York is placed at $29,308,756, againet §26,695,619
in a like portion of 1883 and $26,443,245 in the first six
wonths of 1882. The-low price of building muterinds,
and particularly of iron, undonbtudly had a good deal to
do with the increase. The withdrawal of fands from
‘investment in railway and other securities may alsoaceonnt
in part for the excess sum used to improve real estate
here

SWINDLING AN INSURANCE CO.
Niagara Falls Gazette.

When the clothing of D, Albert was-found on the
Maid of the Mist landing o few days ago, but very few
ptople had an idea that a suicide had been committed, or
even that the owner of the clothing had been aceidentally
drowned. When it was ascertained that but a few days
previous Mr, Albert had taken out an insurance policy, it
was sct down as an attempt to defraud the insurance
company, and the matter was at once forgotten. The
Guzette, when publishing the statement, remarked that
¢‘the Insurance Company would want mere conclusive
evidence of his denth than a pile of clothing before paying
the policy.” 'The following from the Wtica Jlerald is
probably the closing chapter in the would-be tragedy :—

A man who registered as D. Aibert, nt a hotel al
Suspension Bridge, July 4, disappeared the following day
and was supposed to bave been drowned, Later it was
discovercd that Albert had teken out an accident insuraner
policy for $3,000 a few days before, and frand was sus-
peeted., The policy was made puyable to Davis McIntyre,
Puttsfield, Otsega County  Inv stigation showed that
Mcelntyre, who was partinlly insane, had disappeared from
home, and bix family and fricnds came to the conclusion
thut Albert and McIntyre were the ssme pevson, A few
diys ngo Melutyre turned up, and is now at his home.”

NO MORE GOLD PAYMENTS.

New York, August 4.—It is stated that Secretsry
Folgers visit to the sub-treasury on Saturday was for th
purpose of conferring with the assistant treasurer in regurd
to the reduction in the gold reserve and the prospect that
in the near futnre the government may be obliged to give
up gold puyments  To a reporter the secretary said the
gold reserve bad been roduedd to $118,000,000, and when
the awmount tell to $111,000,000 it would be impossible to
pry out any mora gold, and, in view of the existing laws,
the government will be obliged to fall back on silver or
silver certificates.  The sceretary siated that he had trico
to keep the gold reserve up to $140,000,000, Lut recent
acts ot congress permitted the depletion of the trensury
reserve.  The chief clevk of the sub-treasury thinks $50,-
000,000 in gold will come from Kurope before the end of
the yoar, and that the government will be saved fiom the
necessily of vesorting to silver payments About u
million and a half of gold was shipped from Liverpool
for New York last week, The gold balances of the banks
in England arc decreasing daily, indicating the exodus of
gold from England.

WHAT IS A DISCOUNT?
N. Y. Journal of Commerce.

The word * discount® has almost .wholly lost its
technical meaning. It was originally used to deserive an
allowance made for the payment of money before it became
due, and in this sense is us much as that mouey, if put to
interest, would gain in the sumoe time and at the same rate.
Thus $100 present money will pay o debt of $106 due one
year hence, the discount being made at 6 per cent. The
discount, in this sense, on any sum ijs less than its
jiuterest. Thus the discount on $100 due a year hence, is
$6, while tbe interest is $6.36. But the interest laws of
the severnl Stater have allowed the bunks to deduct the
interest instead of the discount, and to pry the borrowdd
instead of the present worth only the net remainder after
auch deduction. Thus if a man makes a nofe for $1,000
twelve months, and gives it to a bank for discount, instend
of paying him $943.30, which is a sum that at 6 per cent,
would amount to $1,000 in & year, they give him only
$940, thus charging him more than 6 per cent., for the sum
he recsives. Iu plain terms, they deduct tho interest
instend of the discount, Out of this has giown the
modern use of the word discount, which has simply come
to mean a deduction ot a given rate per cent, from a given
principal. To “discounta note at 6. pur cent” is now
only to tuke off 6 per cent. interest.  ‘T'o allow a discount
is to tako.ofl thu rate from the face of the sum.

BETRAYED BY A TOOTH.

Guibal, the aesassin, has just been convicted' at
Perpignan of the murder of a givl named Marie Cerbere,
The evidence which proved him to be her murderer was
‘very curions, Guibal had been suspected of having
killed -the girl, ns she had never been seen sinee one day
when she was known to have been in his company.  But
he strenuonsly denied all knowledge of her, and the ease
was about to be abandonced for want of proof when a gil
came forward who had been Maric's intimate friend.
# Search among the possessious of the accused,” she said,
#and see if you can find among them a gold ring set with
a woman's tooth instead of a stone.  Tho tooth is mine—
here is the space from which it was taken—and 1 had it
set and gave it to Marie Cerbere as u token of friendship.”
The ring was found among a hoard of trinkets belonging
to Guibal, and on hearing of its discovery he at once
confussed. .

AFFECTIONATE, Viuy |—¢ Madam,” said a neighber,
w prepure yourselt for a great shock. W have found your
husband's body in the mill-pond, full of cels ¢ Bring
the cels up to the house, and set him again,” was the
prompt response, ‘

Treanixa TiE Dowxwarn Paru.—* You are not taking
as good care of yourself as formerly old man  What's the
trouble? A streak of hard luck?’’ ¢ Yes, rather.”
«What are you doing??” ¢ 1am the landlord of n large
siummer resort hotel,” ¢ I shouldn't think you would
have very much reason to complain if that's the case.

Last_seagon you were only a waiter” “1 know it,” he
answered regretiully, .

INCREASING VALUE OF LABOR.

As the world grows older labor increases its value and
to & very Iarge extent in proportion to the. increasoe
the products of human industry decline in price, Mr,
Gervase Scrope, of Cockerington, who died in 1741, and
his son Thomas Scrope, of Cockeriugton, and Coluby,

Lincolnshire, left behind voluminous beoks from which u-

good idea of values a century and a. half ago may be
obtained, In 1700 a dark colored cloth suit cost 17
guineas,
plain cloth snit for ordinary nse cost £4. Boots cost from
£2 to £3. Lump sugar was 9d a pound, soap 6d and

The charge for making u cloak was £5 168, a

coflee 6s., a quarter of lamb cost only 1s. Gd, s pound of .

berf 43 d. % Good red port*! could he bought for 173, per

dozen  bottles, Wages were unything but extravagant, -

year laborers were occeasionally paid 1s o day, mowers
carned 1s. 10d o day, ploughers 4s. an acre, maid-servants
werd” paid from £3 to £6 o year, & washwoman could be
hired for 9d nud a charwoman for 4d a day, a pane of glass
vost 15, a blacksmith charged only 4s, for cight shoes, o
rich grazing farm of 278 acres leased for £165, and 198
aeres of good arnble land for £90. From 1698 to 1502 a
leg of veul cost 1s 4d, a r10und of beef 23d. & pound, n
periwig £2 25, a hat s, & watch £17. The cost of muking
20,000 bricks was 155 ; lath nails cost 7s. for 3,500, An
account of o funeral places the expenses at £70, of which
ET was distribute d among the poor. It would seem that,
afice ally labor is sharing liberally in the growth and
progress of the ages—is cver widening its influence and
strengthening its forces . One bundred and fifty years from
now it will have learned many more of the secrets of its
power, '

KISSING A PATIENT.

The following curious action is reported in London
papers :—A porter, named Pitt, sued & surgeon, namdd
Gledbill; a6 the Lambeth County Court for £5 0s, 6d., £5
being for an 10 U and 6d for one month's interest. It
apprar. that the doctor, in the course of his practice, had
kissed the plaintifl’s wife,  On the 1st of Muy he gave the
plaintiffan I O U for £5, for having kissed Jane Pitt, and
on the reverse side of the document he signed the follow-
ing statemunt s I hereby acknowledge 1 hinve en ered into
i fair agicement Letween Henry Pitt, Jane Pitt and
myself.”  Subscquently an LO U simply was given for
this document. ‘The defendant denied his liability to puy
this money on the ground that the I O U was given as the
result of the intimidation of the plaintifi, who had
threatened him with u ecriminal prosecution if he did not
compensnte him for the assuult. The judge said he
doubted whe thuer theee had been any consideration for the
[OU. It was urged that the consideration was the
solatium for Mr. Pitt’'s wounded feelings, for which the
plaintiff could have brought'an action. 'F'he judge however,

held that there was no considerntion, and gave a verdict

for defendaut,

IKiss My Foor.—The somewhat curious question was
presented to the Towa Supreme Court in the recent cnso

of Norton vs, Knapp, us to what construction should be’

placed upon the words ** Kiss my foot,” written with the
drawee’s signature on the face of a bill presented for
aceeptance,  The court declaved the rule in such cases to

be that where the drawer does anything with or to the

bill or writes thercon anything which does not clearly
negative an jntention to accept, he can be charged as an
aceeptor 3 but it held that in the case before it the words
in question did not constitute nn acceptance, it being the

evid nt intention of the defendant, by the use of the con-

temptuous and vuligar wordsabve stated, 10 give: emphasis

to his determmation not to have snything to do with the

bill or with she plaintifl

-

Warer Wonsk 11ax Bap Wniskv.—The analyses by Pro-
fossor Waller, chemist of the Health Department, of seven
samples of water procured from New Yok city wells,
sunk -to n depth of less than seventy foet, in .pockets
butween the folds of the rock, containing the drainage of
the neighborbood, and used by the manufaccurers of
mineral waters, prove it to be impute and unfit -to be
drunk, cspecially by invalid porsons, whose systems aro
easily undermined  Someoverzealous temperance work. rs
called npon Health Commissioner Raymond, of Brooklyn,
a few duys ngo, and protested against the closing of the
public pumps, The Commisgioner assuved them that such
water, so full of organic and impuce matter, is more
unhealthful than even bad whisky.

New Wurer or Forvuse.—A traveller to Long Branch- -

describes a thing characteristic of the speculntive sort of
business men who so largely mike up the seasou’s
multitude at the famous seaside resort. A doz:n men,
lacking room-in the smoking car of the crowded train,
went to enjoy their cignrs in the baggnge car.  Here was
a haby cavringe lying on its side, thus, hringing one wheel
uppermost and horrizontal,  Not u winute had elapsed
before & broker wrapped = bit of paper around a spoke,
¢ Now, gentlemen,” le said, ¢ stand avound the wheel of
fortune while T whirl it thus”” and he gave the wheel a
turn.  “It costs you 25 cents apicce, and the man in
front of whom the marked spoke stops takes the pot.
Make your gnme while the wheel is revolving ¥  During
the vide of an hour aad a half, the impromptu game did
not of an instant lag,

Boarp AT TUE Seasmone.—¢ What is your price a week
for this rorm?” asked a gentleman of a seaside landlord.
The price was named. ¢ Does that include the ocean.air,
or do you charge extra for that 2" ¢ Well”” replied the

landlord hesitatingly, as though he wasn’t the man to.

charge for anything that he could possibly afford to give

away, ¢ that depends,  Of course if you kéep your window:
open all night I should expect to add a little somethinﬁ .

to the bill”




