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BARCAROLLE.

{ Translated from Théophile Gﬂv{h‘er.)

* Oh ¢ whers, sweet girl,
Shalll pilot thee?
My anils unforl,
And the breezs blows free,

1 kave lvory oars,
Ard my flag that soars
Is of erimenn watered ailk ;
While a swan's brichy wiog
To the moast doth oling
For my sail, whioh is white as miik.

“Qh' where, sweel gir!,
Shait I pilos thee ¥
My gails unfuri,
And the breege blows freeo.

¢ Wil thou doat with me
To the Baltic Sea.
Or ke bine Pacige Isles !
Sbhall wa eastwant g,
Or where North-winds blew,
Auvd the sun-dower sadly smiles?

" (Oh ! where, sweet girl,
Shall 1 pliettl et
My sails unfurl,
And the breeze blows fren.”

S Oh Y steer, Timploare,
Tu ibe huppy shore
W here Jovers constant prove,”
HThat shore, myv dear
lan tcarked, 1 fear,
Ir the chartof the Land of Love ™
Montreal. GEO. MUKRRAY.

A CHARADE AND ITS CONSE-
QUENCES.

Y JAMES PAYN,
1.
THFE 2MALL ENTY OF THE WHEDGE.

Proverbs, like prople, are sometimes =0 fami-
liar that they only excite contempt. There is
one connected with ** the small end of 8 wadge”
which, from its *‘constant appearancs upon
platforms in connection with the British lon,”
used to form a subject of mirth with dear Charles
Dickens, apd 1 confess funtil latelyr with me
also. 1bad heard of it so many times, always
spoken of in tonss of warning. and vet seen po
sort of harm result from its application, that 1
did not believe i1, even asa metaphor. It had
beeome a mere vague and shadowy menace, like
“ the beast ' in Revelations, only, of course,
smaller, It was always used when we in Eny
Yand adopted “auy improvement in our affairs
borrowed from the United States—such as sherry
cobblers, for example, or goloshes. 1t was the
first step toward ‘‘ Americanizing our institn.
tions "—and all the rest of it. Now, I have
een much the better for sherry cobiblers, fand
very seldom the worse, s and | believe goloshes to
Lave been the furst step (although mther a slip-

ery onel to my cofranchisement from aolds.

he Reform bill, vote by ballor, table ick, Ne-
paul-pepper, and arbitration have all been
‘“small ends of the wedge ” in their time, as
doubtlsss at an earlier petiod of the world's his-
tory were clothies, combs, cooked food, and so-
briety. 1 had known no barm come of these
things, and 1 ridiculed those who thpught that
barm would come of them, snd wher qurted the
above wonls of warning. Therefore, when a cer-
tain loving duugister of wine whisprred to me
after dinner ene evening, * Papa, let us have
charades,” and my brother the luwyer; who over.
Leard her, remarked, * Take esre what vou are
about, Jim ; charades are the small end of the
wedge,” Isaid, * Well, we'll see about it, darl-
ing,” to the one, and *“ Why not, Jack 7 to the
other, ’

(4 Well, Il tell you ‘why not,” said Jack. whe
didn’t look like 2 Jiack at all—anly we had al.
ways called vach other by our bovish names—
being bald and fat, and aiso Recorder of Mary.
barough, “and il yon are wise, vou'll listen 1o
my advice. Charades are not bad'in themaslves,
except for their stapidity, but if by some un-
Tucky accident they chance to sucesed, thev are
ay certain as D. T, ix the end of drinking, 1o be
followed by private theateripals.”

** Ob, notbing would induce me,” said 1 with
confidence, ““to have my house turned upside
dcwxrj by the performance of privite theatricals.”

i Fhat'»gnl there, Jenny, will indoce you,”
was Jack's oracular reply, delivered in the severe
tene with which he addresses prisoners in the
dock.  “Once convicted of weakness in allow.
ing them to act churades, you 'will be hurried by
your wife and daughters into the vortex of the
amateur drama, and—" " Here Juck’s mouth was
stopped by w pink plump barvd, about an inch
long, which belonged to our baly, and had been
dgxufrr.ausl'yxq.v_nliml 1o the ull'ex;ding month- by
bis fuvourite siste , Grace. - She had picked him
upand cast him iuto Ler uncle’s lap —whio doted
on the child-~with the quickness of a firenan
. Who sees at once the point where a conflagration
s '.""kf” ~bead, “und turns the hose on. o In
‘* Baba's ” cluteh, : Unele Joln, who. was also
his- godfather, was powerlexs’; his judicial ligs
could then only kiss and purr, -

' But what are thess cz}mrudes P’ inquired I,
more alanined than 1 cared to show at the loss of
my ally ;' for Jack, though uot himeelf a pater-
familias, had a fellow-feiling for me, 1 knew,

I thotight charades were the same as riddles..
()f‘?o(t)xrse,qyon may. ask as many riddles—""

-Oh, you wicked story I cried Jenny.
r. Innocence " eried Grae, .
1t way hopeless ‘to- tem the-
Sadduceeism, and the more

tide of juvenile
so an) felt convieted

of being a Pharisee myself, for 1 knew perfectly
well what charades were. Tu thisstrait, I looked
toward my wife for halp, with, ** What. do- you
think, Julia #* Julia was working at some em-
broidery, from which she had never misod_her
eves, though perfectly conscious of the siege.
that was being laid to me, and she only raised
them now to say, ‘¢ The girls seem to have set
their hearts upon it, Jim'; but, of course, you
will do as yau please,” which was equivalent to
goingover to the enemy. When a wite tells her
busband that **of course,  he will do s he
pleases,”™ he is, if I may use the expression,
 dune for.”  There is no compulsion—only he
must. It was ot necessary for Jack to laugh
contemptuonsly {which he did), and to inform
we that the atfair was settled from that memeut
as to the charades. )

“ You see, Cirace, being tall and stately,” ex-
plaived Jenny, *is tobe Thalestris, Queen of the
dmazons: aud 1, being s good dedl shorter,
thongh much mare beantiful and accomplished,
am to be her daughter Lampeto.  Cousin Tom
lias written the lovellest verses {or us to recite
in character ; and Baha is to appear with gilt
all round his frock as the grandehild of dlec-
ander, My dear old papa Fuows the story, of
eourse,”

“ Dh, ves,” said T coldly, for it was the first
time 1 had ever heanl of it. ** Bur 1 hope Baba
will net have much to say, beeause his vocabu-
lary is rather Hmited”

“What nonsense yvou talk, papa ! He is to be
my haby, of course, and Thalestrss wants to kill
bitm, because he is not a girl, such beiug the

custom smong the Amazons.”

“And a very goad nation, too,” cbserved
Jack, judicially, **1f we had only one criminal
class, or at least sex, even though that were the
most troublesome one, to Jdeal with in this
country, it would immensely sinplify matters.”

““There, vou see,” cried Jenny trivmphantly,
;althengh Dot understanding in  the least)
¢ Uncle John is already converted to our opi-
nion. He sees that it will be an excellent
charade.”

** Nay, my dear, 1 only sid it wonld have a
good woral,” abserved the Recorder gravely.

“The moral is everything,” said Grate con-
fidently ; ¢ that is, if we can hire the proper
dres Mamma thinks that for 5.—"
sheok her head.

Wl Xhﬂ), for 6i--""

1 pever sald ene worl about the matter,
Girace, as you know very well,” said my wife re-
provingly @ 1 simply referred you fo your
tather.”

© Well, then, let us say 64
vurs the annor--"
“Armer ! eried 1. “You're not going to
appear in armor, surely 1

£ 0Oh, yes, and on horselack,” put in Uucle
Jobn.- ** You can hire trained horses from the
Hippodrome.”

“Dou't believe him,  papa. We wish for
nothing out of the way nior extravagant. Just a
Hitle Lo iy armor, witn silver sandals instead of
shoes,"

“* The well-greaved Grevians,'’ observed the

2econder, who prided himself on his classieal at-
tainments,

¢ Just 50,” continued Grace, whose way it is
to take not ouly silence for consent to any of
her propositions, but also all remarks not abso.
Iutely of an antagonistic character. - ** AudTom
will lend us his bows amd arrows.” -

¢“No, 1o, You will be shooting all over the
place, " said I, 1 hiad begun to perceive by my
wife's being soquiet that the suggestion was in-
sblinus, and the whole affair of quite a seriaus
character.

That will pro-

** But, my dear papa, the bows will be -only
strung at our backs, and the arrows will be in
their quivers; and you said you woald ‘see
about it,’ vou know, and vou never go back from
vour word.”"

And that was kow the charades enme abuut,
as many other things do in the house of which |
am the repoted master, where to hesitate i3 to
be compromised, and to *‘see aboutit'’ is a
binding promise, ‘

The girls assured me that the “proper dresses”
haddieen procured from Nathan's(the costumer),
so, although 1 confuss that they did not alto-
gether comeup to—or rather down to-~my ideas
of propriety, 1 supposed it was so. The spec-
tators, too, were, fortunately, confined to a select
cirele of relations or familiar friends ; and really
the way in which Grace stood, spearin hand, asg
Queen of the Aneizans, and denounced the de-
geverney of her daughter “because she wouldn’t
drown Paba like a kitten, made one quite a con-
vert to infanticide. RO

* Daughter of mine thonart not,” (which was
eertainly very true.) * What should this mad.
ness mean 7 oshe. inquired with - ferocity ; and
they proceeded with a'personal narrative :  had
notshe (Thalestrisy— .

“ Kaugbt the Macedooian oot from amidat his wars, '
And tummed her  softest Jove-sungs 1o the elush of
Csaimetars, :
That there snould ba a Princess ns was_ not iooked upon
Bince ‘the great sun begao to shine or Thernmode, to

run, .
To whore bol) heart not siranger should ba the flash
of fear ' ’
Thin that false love which 4

it with n tear, . - Oy
Whose volee should speak, as I should hear, alone of
- vistory. ;
Up throngh
-she 1"

yes thy ehéek and ahamen

Then Lampeto looked up. through her ,liqu'i’t»i’
lashes, .and 'to the astonishment” (fortunately.
mute} of Barbara thiy replied : b s

“Tam, Fam; thon koawest it

Whinre ferorst fall the
bitawa, ’ - .

thoss liqaid lashes lnok, Lampeto,. art thoa’

Where friends are few and faintost, whens thiokeat stand
1‘ho::h;:‘::;n whose foot is firmest, thou knowest whose
battle-cry SRl
Far, {ar bayond the
sky." :
Here the voice of Baba, alarmed by Jenny's
unwonted excitement of tone, begun to ring out
pretty clearly, as if in illustration. The spec-
tators, . who had at” first been all for Lampety,
would have veered round to. Thalestris (ay a
female substitute for Herod, King af the Jews)
had pot Zampeto been too quick for them :

foremuost, rings olearest through the

“1¢ Is not well to taunt me, See bare, upon mv brow,

The Sorthian's brands fell moons ago, and ye would
think but vow.

Ay, and methiuks not always are ‘those bine syes sn

tamae,
When the wild warnote waketh the slumbers of their
fiame ; .
Av. and uol always thus, too, with sapplicating hands,
When the Albaninn cometh, the waster of vur tands,
Who of their crested chieftains, who of thelr mailed men,
Has seen this right arm ralsed to strike, and sought his
home again ¥

Here Grace raised her right haud, which, with
a very deadly weapon iu it, might possibly have
harmed a mouse, and drew down quite a tornulo
of applnuse, Everybody said that **they had
no idea it was her” to ‘express herself wo for.
cibly aud look so fierce, except Uncle John, who
mutiersd something about ““all women having
a temper of their own,” which happily was
Jdrowned in plaudits.  But now it was the turn
of Thalestris to cut in again, who had been
meanwhile very suceessful i reducing Baba to
silence by a terrific shaking of her spear :

* Now 'tis in truth my daughter; thus should she ai-
wAYS speak.”

*t Heavens !" thought 1, but said nothing.

** Now canl mark ber father wall ou her brsw apd
sheak.”

*That's good,”’ said Jack ; *‘socan 1.

“ Mars, tell me more, 1 pray thee,
side— .

His Jore-munds aod his vengeance, his passion and his
pride.

1 see the captive srmirs wiiching withaut his tent

The haughtieat look is humbled, the proadest geck is
beat.

I see the broken armims. thairnablest chiels in chaios,

Their bravasy with the vuliares upon Avbelu's plaine,

And his'own warton round him  awify wt bis beek and
eall

And that flerce stamp that sbhakes thair souls~ay. § cun
ses itail,

Again he's at wmy

YNAY, mother, say: though dost but aee thy dsogh-
tor and ker ehidd,

Prood words flow free nocd fast evough when wrony
drives womea wild,

Tiere are o warriars heee, m.ther, but thess towo tluy
hands

Have far more forre with Lampeto thap ail the Geecian
batds ™ o .
After a fow more lines, finding Thalestiis stiil
implacable, she drew a jeweled - dagger tthe hice
of which 1 afterward noticed, was the exact price
af an attorney’s letter, namely, six.and-etght.
weneel and stabbed Baba among bis flanuels.
With the trifling exeeption of the child himself,
who resented his own assassination beyowd
measure, the performance was a complete suc.
cess, and my nephew Tom, who wrote the ehar
ade, came in for his full share of congratulations.
He had evidently,” it was agreed, & talent for
domestic drawma, anil some oné suggested aloud
that it wasquite a pity he didn’t write for the
stage. - Tom looked at Jack, expecting an out.
turst of disapprobation ;, but his unecls gnly
nodded and said he couldisee no harm: in that,
80 long as nothing he wrote way accepted. ¢}
have known a young man to write for the stage
for years,” were his words, *and not to be &
enny the worse for it;" which [ very well
Lnnw was 2 «ly hit at me, who had had a few
plays in manuseript for an-indefinite period,
though the fact was: only known to seme frienids
of my early days, and | should have been very
sorry {from a professional point of view) had it
got abroad. ‘ o
There was a good deal of talk abont the
charade both then and afterward, but it had
been played at Christmas-time, when diversions
of a1} kids abound, and it was taken by our
friends very moch a8 nC matter of | course.
“ Months rolled on,” as the story-tellers say, and
1 flattered myself that the excitement created
by Thalestris-wnd " Lampeto (not 1o wmention
Baba) had died out; that the girls, though
proud ot the success that had attended their first
dramatic effort a year ago, were content to rest
upon their laurels’; and that “1 should hear no
more upon-the subject, at all events in eounce:
tion with the smal{ end of the widge, !
" 1 confess | had taken someé ‘mensures for self-
defense by earnestly observiug that, after what
1 had seen’of the fuss and trouble cavised Yy the

getters-up of amere charade, it seemed to me

that people must go ad bafora they allowad
‘their back drawing-rooms to be turned into n
stage; and that, while I had not nuch to %y
against the Amazonian affair, T thought the less
young ladien exhibited themselyes in other char.
acters than theirown before apectators; the more
highly men of sense—~and means—wonld be Jike-
1y to regard them ; hut thess precautions seemed
to be unnecessary. .} was at ease and unsuspect:
ing as Adam in the gerden-—-indeed, | wag romd-
ing the evening paper aftér dinner—when Eve
appenred one evening in the person of my Julia,
and caused my fall, e Lo
My dear husband,” said she; ** T have come
upon quite a -treasure;” “and with. that she

handéd 'me, not an anlc, but a little rolled-up.

) the st of ages, which [
-presently recognized ‘as one of .y almost for.
gotten plays.” [t was called ““Tha Deputy,” and’|’
‘though 1 do not say of it as the famous Seudery

manuseript, dim wit

did of his **Arminius,” *“1Uis 0 masterpines ;
and. if my labour gould sver duserve a grown, |

1| supper it

would ‘crawn it for this work,” 1 imust confens
it was o very pretty little thing, and wounld have
been worth-a good mnny crowus to a disceming
maunger. , i i

“ ¢ Why, where on earth did you finsd it 1" iy,
quired 1, not displeased to see this offupring of
my youth.

“In the old cabinet in the libeary, my doar,
along with several others. As it wns a wel duy,
1 read it to the girls this worning, and they
were perfectly charmed with it .

“They are good girls,” said 1, ““and sensible

irls ; girls o# considerable taste und cultyre,
Some of the other plays wore far from bud, too,
if 1 remembror right.”’

£They were-all excellont, my dear, but we
liked *“T'he Deputy” best. It is so witty,and runs
so pleasantly. “And” how admirably, we all
thought, it would go off on the stagel”

*Jt it ever got on there, 1 dare say it wonld,"
suid 1 dryly.

“ 1t onght to be acted,” mused my wife; 4y
really onght.'"  And there the matier droppe |
—for aboat five minntes. Then {n came Jenny
with, * 6, papa, T have such a capital plan in
my head about your beautiful play ! There ane
twn old tady charseters in it which would jus
suit me and Grage ; and the third, the Jeading
one, seems really written for Rose Symonds.—if
we'can only get herto do it. Why should we
not play it at bbme ¥

Now, as | have sabd, 1 hind the greatest ob.
jeetian to private theatricals in a grneral way,
{think they make voung hudies who netin them
to say the least of it, conspicusus 3 aml they ure
also often objectivnable in themselves, Hut, oy
the sthier hand, here was a play of my own,
really in every way admicable © and what conld
be more ﬁifing and, indeed, lial than tha
my daughters and Bese Symends {who had a
magnificent fignre, and wouhl leok the heroin.
to perfection,) should see what they could make
of 11, befure a few friends, and strictly, as &
were, within the home cirele ! The whels
thing, put iu that lght, seemed a very plessant
notion, snd 1 wrote a few Hpes to Tom, whe
frequented she theatres a good deal, to ask him
to belp us. 1 oalwo thought it right e is
form my brother Jack, being Baba's god-father,
the girl’s ouly unmoarrisd unele, and having a

ALy peuny of hisown, whnt we hasl in cons
templation.

S Phear unele,’ was Tow’s reply. ¢ 'm oyour
wan for anyihing, from the Bmperor of Mor
veen 2 the Second Hobber [ and 1 know twe
eligible young gentlemen who will make then
aeives usefnl or oruamental, as peguired.”’

1 thought his note thppant, considening that
the play bal been  forwardel ta him, and
had no Ewmpersr of Motieco af tobbers in it «
all; but'] was willing 1o Jook ever that ineon.
stderstton of Gis sarviens,

My brothar's peplyocwhich he wote i pen-
cil from the Bepch pf Jastice—wax even less
satisfactory.:

4 Pear Jim,--1 wish yan luek with your
theatncals. . Ihd T nat tel vou that that chas.
ade -would be fthe small end of the wadge !
['ve got a feltow here for burglary with violenes,
who  bepan with adulieration. It's the gawe
story. ‘{'cnurs atfectiouately, e dack”

i
THE THICK ¥NIL

1 don't deny that Jaek's letfer gpave me an
uncomfortable tmpression of haviog been, g0 tr
speak, *“taken in and dune for’” by my wifs
and the girds: bt {1 was ot the first time
inne the fltinthi that the thing had }mp?\{‘nu‘.,
and it only retamined for me 1o keep the damag
within limits.  lu this there was, however,
some diffienity, a3 ] rould not but agree with
the argument that *C it was a pity so adinirable
a play should be witupased by only o senre of
people, and thoxe one's own relatives and be-
{ongiu;:s,f- who are notorious]y the least appre.
ciative of wudiences,”  Awd “yot the larger the
nnmber of spectators the moreextensive must
needs be the prepamations too receive them.
Somzhow or other Fa0 pot invited, although !
objected to them literally inch. by tneh | for, if
they all came, it seemed to me that there would
be much Jeas room for them than is usually al-
lotted for the human body.

4 0h, I'll mnvage that,” cried  Julia conb.
dently, ' if  the expense ‘does not nlanm you.
You would not wish ‘them to have a stand-up
supper, 1 suppose :

' No,” sid 1 simply, “eertainly nnt: they
will eome here for intelectaal  gratiieation.
Give them ten and toast, ” and perhaps some
coffee and iee.”

“Ten and toast 1** echoed Julia disdainfully.
1 am really astouished at vou, my dear James.
“We have always had some name for hogpitality,
They must have supper, of course. The question
in. whether it shoald be ouly a stand.up one.”
©-% Why, they can't have a le-dowh one, sure.
Iy, like.the Romauns, s Jack would say,” was
my simple and claswical reply, o ©

¢ Now,; my dear Janies, this is n serious ques-
tion,” mid wmy  wifs repravingly, People
think nothing of a »an\-up supper, where
averybody is renching - over every mt;y, elae’s
‘shoulder” < Good ' heavens " thought 1,
Swhat a picture '] * and serambling for legs
of chicken nmd sernps. of pie. My advice is, if
you do give an entertainment:of this kind it
should‘bn a'good one.” S

AOWell, 1o auppose it's only a question of

L elinimn, " sidd 1. Lot them linve chairs.”

** Very good ; then You consent oo ait-down




