WE MEET ON CHRISTMAS DAY.

The amber sXy is glowing,
Theflenttess branrhes sway
The dying breezes whisper,
A vear bas past away,”
Pamewell to sapplire splendour
Of summer-tinted sXies,
Andfscrnted winds' low whisper,
And bending towen wplies.

that he did not arrive until after the funeml.
In complisnce with bis daughter’s wish expressad
in her letter, her bady was exhumed and buried

boside her mother at Hdmounton.  The authen-
ticity of the story is vouched for hy the then
Bishop of Gloucester, who had it froz the lps
of the young lady’s father. ! can only suggest,
! as a natural explanation, that with an impres.
{ sionable girl the imagination would Le wonder-
fully over-excited as the supposed fatal henrap.

1 hesr the foy-teis ringdog-—

CRonear, o ar away— ! prosched, that the strein en the nervous system,
Tl b\‘-}m\y i:"f‘s&:{:‘;ﬁ‘l " P1n a probably delicate frame, wonld be more than
*We mees og stgias E i . N " . .

Aud thongh the world be cheerinsa, [the ital foree conld swatain. The revelation or
And though the skiee be gray. : vision might have been ouly a chanve coluei-
Yur me the air is .""3)!';’ S dence : for without it the history would never
Asaoy sumiera dav. : have been recarded.  JU i cortain that s great
. aritions hav g 1 + being
Bereath the hronzisg bravches { many 3§~'}f\rxls«rtm have l_m'u seets m‘fmfz. }.x n;,%
Liar last farewell was said, % fullowed by any fmeportant vvent ; consequantly
With golden suntichs giancing ! they have fallen into oblivinn, white those con-
Through leaves of wobles ral; {nected with any apparent seque! have ben e
Around vs all the wonders o e r et od in people o G ?
1 Nxture's alow Jdecay ;; fifioasiy relained 10 prople s fnemories,
R""’f;‘:’“’w.:‘\":ff"i ‘h:":’l""‘ 7 My dear old grandmother,” said Madewoiselle
ar weltowme mngs to-day. b N

Hunerine, ¢ was s case in point. Sheenjoved »
rong badily constitution, was a slevpewnlker—
net often ; but two or thme times a year she

Aftkough the yearts
T me s death

simg,

fe.

Aud '"='-‘§ af weary siching, would get out of bd and wander about.  She
A peace to weary sirife L i ARV DY S R 38 | I NN Qha
Whils evary pasise ia 1E501 often heand, if she did not e, ghosts. She

had presentiments and dreams, some of which
catie true atd cansed 3 sensation, and sunie of
which, net coming time, were thought ue mory
of. Fur one thing, however, she belloved thay
»ke should reach a good old wpe, which, tndeed,
she odidlt ;

*That belief and the wish helped her 1o dasa,
People nay die of despondeney amd of the fear
of death. The vulgar advics ta ¢ Never say
die 77 i3 most exevlent contisel)”
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0 fal glsd heana the Dladdest
WD B 2y own-to sav,

My love and | whs leve her
Will meet on Christiras Day

1A CGran'mere hehd on to existence in this world
hard and fast, and wss sometines curions to know
how long she was Hkely o last. One night she
dreamesi, or bad a visien, T forget which, of a
priest who visited her elad in the vestinentz worn
st masses for the dead, and holding a black
tablet, which he showed her, on which wenein.
7 o fgnures of right separated by
8. As ooy as she had had «
seviption b vanished without

ing a word.,  Natumlly she interpreted
et that she would live 1o be eighry.
ped o tonger. Sl what conld the line
between the figures mean ! Hat the interveniug
by was soou forgotten, while the figures e
ineed b pressed upon her mentory -
wat when hier
Delose we ¥
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. . ad great difisulty 1o ealming ber so-
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i Dprehensions and Reeping ber wiive,  The las
ruing,

{dday she meeclved mosit up tidl miduight, Srnly
expeciing to take ber depatiure before that eviui-

Ceal woment arrved,  We put all the elocks
agswetead, *whe. , Back threewnuarters of an hear, aud when thev

other,
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: ciing ;‘q‘:;u‘ré:;nns of | strick twelve, sonvineed ker, by our watehes,
ot Seds n. a?»’: lf“."":‘-"' T¥, f.niw’; ws R that 46 was then 8 quarer o one iu the morn-
Lo hey am m-‘f s i by that s Y dug, cobgratabiting her on baving at lastpget
:»v-‘;l-‘ afv UDIVeIN:d ulle Byt Hi [ over the ominous eighiy-eight without accfilent,

- tived 1o be ninety, 2wl vet the vision was
sritent osdye was born in 1758 and died in 1538,
Phe spaetra] formnls, "&-"8, traly gymbolized

> then o inquir
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. UiEaTing ..usr‘a?ﬂ pur wives | her term of life,  Happaly for the repose of her
s frowm vk eredulisy. T they are theldeeliping years, she was unsble {o read the hier-
: o deny the difieainy of explaining certain “gxf"l“il ¢ aright. There, Diwtar, you have rmy

nome: “Here are 1

2 few vus s of wle
S SRR p
Bk vay beogec

evidenze.
Box Y - : ) )
CYou may, madenoiselle, amd with the npan-
fmars thapks and complitients ol the court.
Mre. Fitsplantagenst lonks as if she owished 10
catel the Speakers eye,’
S YVes ¢ if youo will kindly lsten to the ditle
whivkh T have o telb oo, When | was vouug, |
wias- -ahem g very pretty girt, So peoplesaid ;
wherher truiv oz not, you can guess frony what
rewaias. We Heed tu alarge airy 1 won't say
dilapidateds country hotse, our anevsiral man-
i whirh partly aceountol for iy guad loaks.
The reid s61 an my chevk is natuml. My mo.
ther—ahen (~-was bundsome beforr me. Ogr
fortune was net large, though our family was ;
and as the one inereased, the other seemed to
dissinish. We had been Catholies for genera-
tians, so sk sent to complete my «lucation v
Frayee ; that -is, I was apprentived 1o a dress-
maker, not a fashionable I}’xﬁsian prrsOtAg—-
wy parents thovght such a place teo perilous,
and the preminm asked might be too heavy--
but a provineial artist, one Madame Dubnis, a
tmiddle-aged person, many vears a widow, whe
practised her profession in a seclhnled hanlet,
A ! o Went ; wihich, however, was & ceniral point betwesn
st ergained Wil nioein the morning, She then | xeverd large dowrgs ot market-towns, Al the
:w} ber annt Lady Everand what bl hajpened, U Tnlies of 2i the offizinl personngrs, all the may-
sl gxve ker a seajed better, 1 be delivered to 1 oresses, depaty-masyoresses, notaries”and judges.
bet father frumediately after her deerase,  The | deopaix’s wives, flocked Lo heronr aflter the othar,
sunt, helivving her nized to be cnitten with sud- | a3 soon a8 there were runonrs of 2 s fashion
: tesanity, sent o Chelmsford for a doctar ! cuming out.  Inshort, she had more arders thap
Wi a surgenn, who vamis st onve.  They, cotild § she could execute, My business wai sonictimes
SEVer no sviaptom of mentad Jersngement 1w go and take them, and very often to earry
Lady Exverard incdsted that she shonid be ! them home when execnted 5 so that [ knsw, all
Pivd, whieh was done,” Uthe tiy-roads snd short-euts of thye neighbaur-
!
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| mav noaw retire fran the witpess-
cnrstesd for i better N :
Lite pecitrs o me
tmpression at the time, al-

Yoo
Iung s,

N 13
s daurhivg cwhiese
R i who

Lirth, ausd

up by herpternal

5
fady Bverands was

e was
Iving w light
& to ask why
The servant e

T . .
Rins: but the readization of the man
i

thu~:

P o

nher, she cldied Ber wai

a light borning,
v owas i ather Jight in the room
~he hied Just bronght inweiy, ¢
Poguire govie aut, wnd that her
Lad probably been draming.
such was the case, Miss
Avakening ut abaut
she beheld a little Jady,
stother, that her Jestined
and that sbe wanld oo
the watne dov :
Dactor )

CWhich gerhaps wmight net teall a4 Jpam.
Miss Lee onve mwore szmmoned b toaid, dressed
berself, aud rhen went ints ber ealine, where
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1o e again 8 neam
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:.\_mi whieh hud Better have been Jet alone,” [ hood well. - My mistress’'s attention was thus
Undoubtedly ;. but it was the fashion of the i folly meenpied ; for she sdutously snperintended
dar, and the yonng Ldy allowed them 1o do aa | the Lusiness herself.  She was fond of tmoney,
they ylegsnd,  Bie begged that  the chaplain | and <he earned heaps of it - With her therelived
miglit comie. 10 pray with her; after which shed a brother, much youoger than hewself, A hand-
1ok bt guitar and bet pratw-book, aud, wated | some anmarried man of five or six-and-twenty,
tita chair, plaved and sang to such. perfection | who Ead inueh liss to employ. bis timewith, ]
that her music-master, who wag present, was { will call him Monsicnr Leclereq, becanse hie was
charmied and sstonished. A Jittle bofore nonn | elerr 1o the parish—a position mare Jooked upta
sl grose, went-and reclived in a large arme | and more Draportant there than that of s rural
n'lf;lif, anil, atter one or two sighs, suddenly ex- § parish clerk in England.  He wac na learned ay
pired. The doctor and the surgeon were sur- | the curd, perhaps a litthe mnore w65 for he was
prised at the rapidity with which her body grew | canstantly poring. over Looks nhonl nagie, to
sold and stiff.” She died at Waltham, in the ‘
eounty of Faex, thiee miles from Chelmeford: | and zealons churchogner, who oftan threatened
The better win sent to Sie Chardes in Warwieks Do burn thens wll Whato nioxt prwvoked hey
shire. Hé voes ga vvercouse by thie sad m.«’:m{ was that, being i Lating shie coulf fonu no

the great annoyanes of his sister, s strict devotes.

opinion of their contents. 1t was not curiosity,
1, idear, no ! His favourite book was Albertus
Magnus, with whose hielp he said he could do
anything, even call spirits. to come to his aild;
at which 1 laughed ineredulously.  But one
evening, about dusk, he waid, “Just come and
see.” 1 followed him u few steps inte the or-
chard behind the house.  The thickly-planted
trevs, with their beavy-lnden branches bowed
down with frait, increased the darkisess, Heavy
clouds were drifting low, and a young twoon was
on the point of setting.  He drew close to e,
remling ever so much out of his book. ** Laook!
Yere they come,” e said,  ** Don't utter s syl
lable, or they may do us serious injury.”  la-
stantly there were hovering over and around us
multitudes of voal-black binds ansd lats, some
ne higger than Buebottle flies, others of enor-
mous spread of wing, of ditfersut form, leng-
logged, long-uecked, hook-beaked, big-headed,
fierv-eved | seremming, booting, hissing, buz.
zing, fapping ; whirling wund us so vlose that
I shrank to him for protection. He never coased
reading tn Latin wlawl, until, heaging volees in
the house, be suddenly closed the bz ok with
a slap, sud bade the summoned spirits to be
gone. When 1o dooked up, our evil-oniensd
visttors had disappeared, the clesds had cleared

away, amd the stars were proping out. He e
srgeral the honse dirst,  Onofellowing o few

winatey afternands, [ heand Madame say, ** An
experiuent andeed with Albertus Magnos, it ?
Tdon't ke such experiipents”
* Pl ke ot whisper a few wands to yan in
Frepoh

¢ Neo, not o avlable, It wasall in Latin'

* Cenjugating the verb wiee amsts, perhaps

¢ Prossibly it msight be, for anght 1 know.
and by, when days grew sharter, §had 1o
carry home a dress which bad bern promissdfor
that very evening. In the course of the day,
Mousicur Leelereg told me that, through his
mayical arts, Ishould e met on the way by 2
fine grutlenan, fuite 8 stoanger, and indeed not
of this worbi, who woanld offer me a dianend
ring, which 1 was at liberty to accept or not, 1
poohi-paahed the thing as ridiculous, nay, fmpos
sthie.  That dpess wus complicated, with an ime
mense quantity of trimming, and daylight bad
diaappeared bofore the Inst tonch was given to it
1 startead with my burden, net heavy, 1na tund-
box. The road lay tirst over a bleak barmen
heath,  Certainly 1 thought of the threatened
meeting, amd provided myelwith a larze smell.
ing-hattle flied with holy waier. My palse
throblbead gaick.  To Keep up my cotragr, 1 sang
aloud a ditty Leelereg hud tanght me. Ba, ne-
thing appearing, [ feit snore at exse, untid the
road sank into w hollew, with hiph steep lanks
o either side, svertopped by polland willow.
teres. Jdast before vmcsgrog frow thisy thers
suddenly stood in the middle of the yath a all
il man hobling fr ki~ hand sowething that
shone as 3 with a light of 1t swn, Whete ke
came  {rom, whether he sprang np from the
greund, 1 enald not telll”

the

* Was there e strong sl of sulphur peresps
tibdad

YNNG it was mors
- Who was ke hik

CWalL Bieoowas someethineg like M
anly taller 1 and instead of being cleseshaved,
tke hims, he hLad a beantiful bisck moustasche
aud beand.’

¢ How was he dresamd ¥

‘Asa petfect grentieman, but with singularly
long trowsers, so that b oennld net s his feetl*

o hide hix eloven Mot-—or perhiaps the pat.
tepa that are worn by men in the norsh of Franee,
jut what did vou do ¥ Bun away, Dsuppose

1 was sa tlottersd that [ hiave not the slight.
est iden. It paseed Jiea nightmees or adream,
After sprinkling kine with hioly water and mak-
ing the sign of the cross, 1 tefiove T lanted. My
bapdbox {1l one way and Vanother.  On recov.
aring, 1 found iton the greey bank without the
slightest dirt or injory.  The dark gentleman
had vanisiied without Ieaviug a trace, huton my
friger was this diamond ring. Nexr day, Je-
clereq took an epportunity to ask e, stmiling,
whether T uow belinvesl 1 the ypower of magie,
and whether T kuew whot 1 had met lastnight.
1told hite | had not the least idea. WL
he said, this time looking serinus, ** it was the
devil himwelf, whom 1 invoked and sant by the
help of Albertus Magnus.”  ** Albertus Maguns

gaint” maid madame, furious, for she just
caught the Jagt fuw words, ** Pl soon puat s stop
to that for the future” Al seizing the book,
witheut bis daring to resist, she stnek it inte
the very widst of the fire, and did not leare till
it was completely consmed.*

* What \wrame of your friend,
mayician ¥ )

¢ His sister married bim ta oue of her clients,
a millionaire old maid, He resisted for s while;
hut shé thréatened to ture him oat of her house,
and that he never should have & eeutime of her
oney. As Jie had nothing but his amall clerk’s
salary, that argument was irresistible.  Soon
after the banus were published (which in Franee
is compulsory on high and low), 1 retarned to
England, and dou't know how they got on toge-
ther. Perhaps 1.was in too great a hurry, " An
to the.ring, T kept it ; but, you ay be snr,
out of madam’s sight, Nor would 1 ever can-
senit to part with it, not even when, | tusy sow
confes. | shonld have been exeeedingly gl of
what it would fetch,

‘Falas stones, doubtleds,” [ whispered to Finily

the elever

*'They make admirable paste jewsllery now a.

days.
4 don't huew)

sl answered 1 Dhiieve
them real. - Pevsous

i her pemition hsve a uas
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tural pride in preserving relies aul proofs of
their former posperity. )

* Beaides,”  coutivued Mrs, Fitzplantzgene
*you know that o diamond brings pood uek
You smile tuat’l, o Lady help, should say wo.
do say so deliberately. Hers 1 have evers eon
fort, with employment enough to drive oif wel.
ancholy thoughts, Here while willing to wirl
for my brewd, T trested and sapoken 1o Lk
s fellow-creature. No, no s wherever it couge.
(rom, 1 will never part from my Bamond ring,
until Fleave it on my deathbed to satme one
who has been kind to me?

After & panse, oeensioned by the Lady Wy,
exrnestuess, consin, PEudlv, with a kneain,
twinkle in ler ayes broke in,

s

*1 helteve in ghosts, for the best ol all o,
sofin, bécause | have been a ghost myself 1
was my Gest introdnetion to unr enuntey neew
ber, Sir Siman Stricthare, a nies gentlemasdy
man, though n little cold and previse notil vou
Know hum well ) but ar that time e was v
peeting 1o enter the ministry of wlhivh Lo o
wow, as the papens sy, o distitggaished sane
ment,  He was to sleep at ety hotse o
cotrse of an dectiveering ¥isit o hds vansity
ents, and my exeetlent hosband Jobps had doven
aver after dinwer to foteh bim from the o
whien he fiad bewins camyassing sldoy, Koo
Low tipad he vealit not help teing, our
framie consistid ondyv of a very few atnd
frienda, While we wene wwaiting
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aue of onr fen case ok

with a nube infn
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raon ennbd mot pendy sy ot o
von nent day, bat that Jobn wonbbreturs nnree.
Hately tn the carrisge abone. Some ane, | foree
u‘!;n' K!‘ui. o L“! %~ :

"

voo hitn g aurpriae. Nuype
e we all dress up, aned assume the e s
" The
bright uoet 1o te adapted at ouep. Watly
rinntes evervheedr wasrabed inoa sheet

of ansasempbings of ghvss

ool

ey

braddreaen wore smmpmvied D nowing g
wers tried and sppraee b We wvere msre

iv. thoigh
Devil's pesstscitaied non-
low, to represent hitdeons
others tnoanted Guoclig

theveby pigante ran

o el than et

with their na
witlingd v fent thenmeads
wf form sl Kgnre -7

CHark * Wihaat nope w ;\.\s'!f‘.ﬁl i aahed M.
Hounortue, *Din’t 1 hear the somt of hore s
fons ¥

C Nubodv would conne Loy
a night as this, woles the

e s pay us o Visig

the (;:i'l){lir' of the reom wks piaeel v
targe sk containitg warh: rom mixed ws
The failer s ad s pregared, the o
of aur parts began: 1 was soon out
the souted af the cartlage, whic
doar. ** What capatal fun 1o
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He little thanks his bonge in bauntedd
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Nt fire o the priar toopive us
Cpale faes” He i walking acries thes
Yadd,  He dsat the door,  Quick
wee i Loy slow wticnlat
g toand frv, noingelligil
tive wailivgs, on all whic
sk 1ts fckertng light
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e mntterings, lanc
hothe centrad Bame,

© A welseagain © 1w sepe § heard a wealth
fontatep and the sotivsd of atae doar apening svd
shuting.”

* Nowsens U 1 wan o thewind anopgas e
branebies outside the howne. Our :
was a well got.gp spectacls, worth)
complets suesese, The handle ol the draving
roont oot was turned ; then the dooy oprned,
md we eould hear ol in the Lall, savine,
YCOStep in, Sie Swen, without eeveseny . 1 owih
follow you in & momot, 1 st woune oy
will b delighted 1o find thay, sfter ally se o
come to-night.™  Sir Simon ded step s and |
vansee at Whis mument bia loak of bewildorme:
converted inte hotror by the glarv of the §
fickering hawes, ©* What's all this 1" wid ol
hadf angniyv, the instant he entered. 70 puass
quersdie ¢ for my benelit exrlusively, o avnred,
S Kb, 1 took s full minuty e ens
vlapaticos and ebtain fargiveness, aud wootho
minnte to ataspp their sineerity by gonens
wndulgence in a Learty Ixogh, Dul John
a good hearted fellow ! 1 doaa love him, sud !
don't mind wying se.  He will be hemm winh
to-marrow, if all goes well, und right gled
1 bhe! o

CHis ghst i hera toouight said adesp binilo-
voier, behind thie curtains.

CThere U epwenlated Mes Fitzplantaoon
hysterieally. ¢ T7p there T A speetrsi bos
Sowething, 1 am snure, is going to happan’

Frervhody started in surprise aud alann, wit
lonks directed to the spot whenee the wom
camr.  Roou the eurtaing slowly opeped, and
at an elevation. overtopping humuen steture, »
face, obsoured in aliadow, was seen,

sl e
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Al Y sereamed Emily, with s pretty litds
shriek more indicative of satisfiction than o!
foght. - Abt Why, "tis dahn himedl! Vleass

‘to¢ome down st once, sir, {for nobody will vve:

be afraid of you,’

.t Something in going to happen: 1 repeatod
John, in” the same aqm!chmi] tohes, bnfore
obeying ‘the summons. . * This happens, Mrs
Fitzplantagenet,” hosafd, whili presenting tnie.
sedf in solid and unghostly fesh and Bloed -
¢ first, | give wny wife a hearsy kiss ;o secondly,
as my journey had beon feald and wet, T wili
\hani ully aceept whot enp of tea stpplemouted
with a slice of meast : nm{ Yastly, veur et ne

mare say that listeners nevey Jionf any gomd ot
thenmselvis® ‘




