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I-IIGI-LY CREDITABLE REFERENCES."

'l'ie oloin statement of facts was recently cut by
])îIoGEN Es from a Scotch newspapr

Sconp:.ison of soe- statisties relating to reland and Scotland
lends to references highly crediîtable to the latter country, and which
ought to supply a notiefor encrgy nd actitvy in freland. Tl'he
population of Ircland is 5,68,67; of Scothad 3,6,9 The property
assessed toIne-tax amounts in Ireland to £23,123,333 ;in Scotland
to £27,137,919. t lhere arc 23 distilleries in Ireland, but m2in Scotland.
Undcr the head of Fisherics, ve find t.hat Scotland cured S30,094 barrels
of Ihrrings, of which Treland,- whose seas teeni with that fish, purchased
So,ooo barrels, the contents of Which- verc probably netted off her own
shores. The expenditure on the poor in Scotland is larger than in
Ireland, the amouit being £76,934 against £6o5,9 81. W'c may add
that thc quantity of whisky used i Ireland was 5,910,061 gallons, in
Scotland 7,69i,76o0.

The Cynic is compelled to state that, after reading the
above printed statistics, he las arrived at certain conclusions
which differ iterially from those of ie vriter quoted. 1Ie
denies enipliatically that the existence of distilleries in

reland, and ofi r2 in Scotlanci shows a difference of 89 in
Jivour of North Briitami, or is ' iigily creditable to that
country." On the contrary, it is :'S lamentable and discredi-
table as the fact that, hile the population of' Ireland exceeds
that of Scotland by 2,706,273 souls, the Caledonians consume
more whiskey thian the Patlanders by S,78x,699 gallons. When
Scotland devotes to thie cure of lier druikards the sanie
energy that she displays iin he curing of lier herrings, sîe,
w'ill doubtess mieelvitlh proportionatesuccess, andio longer
be forced to expend on lier poor so large an annual sum as
£76 1,934. Those 112 distilleries are the cause of alinost all
tle crime, madness, misery, and pauperisn of the country:
and if, in spite of theni; " auld Scotia" ranks high arnong tie
world's nations, whliat superiorit îmighL she not attain if t ley
were banislied for ev'r from lier land?

DbOGENEs, as a lover of strict justice, williIot attenpt to
conceal his conviction that he" poteen" mîanufactured on
the sly, partially accounts for the fact that the distilleries of
Ireland are, conpratively so few.

MYSTERIOUS :\NNOUNCMENT.

The attention of DiorENEs lias been draw to the following
notice in the Gaae//e of last Monday:1

PRsNurAti'o.-Yesrdiav norning, a numnbcr of gentlemen fron
Chicago called on Mr. J. A. l1erkins, jr.. and prescnted to himi L splendid
gold wvatch and chamn, worth S250. The watch bore the followIng i-
scription :-Prescnted to J. A. Perkù s jr. as a memrnento of distinguished
services.

" J. A. Perkins,juir. 1" Surely DIoG ENS las seen that nanîc
before. But wlhere ? Il the clirectory o on a cloor-plte,-in'
a newspaper or on a bill ? He knows not, and for thatreason
writes tle present speculative paragraplhs..

lie Cvnîic laving only recently turned up in the Do-
iinion, 1 anxious Io ascetain wo JA. Perîins, juhnr.,

1s, and ivhiat tlistinguisliecl services" lie lias rendered to
nma iiuber of gentlenc'n front Clicago.'' Is the fortunate

recipieit. of tlhis "splendid gold watchî"of Englishi, Scotch, or
Irish eXtractiori? Is he a Caniick or a Yankee, or that
nondescrinpt analgam, an. Eastern '1'ownships' mai ? Tle
Gazce hîaxi½g excited tie curiosity~ of the plblic, is alnost
bound to elucidare its enigiatical " item.

Who are these nysterioús visitors from Chiicago and vhy
did thc elect Sabbaïli 'as the niost fittinîg day for pre-
senîitng .their'ontion " ? 'liee is a secret- imderlying this
arrangent ii lîicli lias getio betineatlid. Canitl ese free-
landed gentry pssibly be Feniari conspirators, and can J.

Perkins, junr., heuerualteh to hiand over t thien our
jaiir city?" Thîis geîtleaiàn -ihould be carefully watched, for

Scatio e oo ucl aution iiithese troîblous ties.
Or, are they Fxpress bbrs, lio have bedn liIberatëd

through the agency o Prkins, junr.? n thatcase
the Cynic recommends hirnat once to make certain that his

splendid gold Vatch is not stolen property.
Or, has the genius of J. A. Perkins, juir., invented a new

Cock-tail especially for Chicagonians, or elaborated sore
improvements in the ganie:of Euchre ? Or, fmally, (for the
Cynic is beîvildering himself vith vague speculations) has
J. A. Perkins, junr., supposing that such a personality
really exists, merely hoaxed a reporter for the sake of an
advertisement? DIOCENES pauses for a reply-

DU SUBL IME AU RIDICULE IL N'Y A
QU'UN P ]AS.

DioGENEs bas a high respect for the Institution of the
Christian Brothers, and feels certain that anone of these
gentlemen supervised the ddress which their pupils, on a
recent occasion, preseînted to the Governor-General. A
fortnight ago the Cynic gave a short lecture on English
gamnmar to a sol-disant l Sclool-boa," and lie now, with the
kindest intentions, offers a. few sugg'estions for the considera-
tion of the pupils above mentioned:-

YoUNG GENTLEMN:
I recomniend you to compare with your own gaudy

grandiloquence the terse and vigorous reply of His
Excellency Sir john Young. It niay, perhaps, prove an
antidote to vour love of pompous declamation, and deter you
in future fron splasling in the froth of your own rheîoric
When you are rejoiced at anything, be careful not to say (as
'you lately did) that it " causes your youthful hearts to
palpitate with jubilation." Under such circumstances, my
youngfriends, if you'have described your symptoms correctly,
you stand in urgent need of. medical treatient.

Again " to repose beneath the aSgis of your able adminis-
tration is a tirne-honoured rhetorical flourish; but a blanket
is prefeible to an egis during the severity of our Canadian
winter, and forhis a more comfortable, tliough less classical,
covering.

xin conclusion, when next you speak of leaving schooli
avoid referring to the tine when the "haléyon season of our
school-days shall ha"e been engulfec in the past." Refrain
froin fustian : prune your flowers of speech ; and talk

nglish, not "Johnsonese. Tak the sound advice of
DioGENEsatid Dean Alford-" call a sparde a 'spade,' not an
oblong instrument of manual htsbandry."

The edge of the Philosopher!s cynicism lias been consider-
ably blunted duririg his residence in Montreal He abstains,
therefore, fron criticizing the sweetly-sentimental acldress
presented by a young lady at the " mountain solitude" of
Villa Maria. But thie following gushing passage nust have
proved almost too much for His :xcellency

Fain would ve strew the way with flowers, as w-hen your noble
precccessor and his gracious lady came in the lovely sunimer time to
crown ourefforts at the ternniation of the scholastic vear. but though
stcri winter has blighted the fair scenes, we cn proffer YourExcellcncy
fowers which shall never fade,-fervent wishes for your happiness,-a
future no esSbrilliant than the past."

STRANGE TASTE.

As reinarked by a great authority, there is certainlv no
accountingfor taste. A day or two ago DIoGENES chanced
to be the centre-piece im. a circle of lawyers, wiien the opinion
was universally expressed (strange perversity !) that not one
of the crowd would have felt saisfiec to be hanged on the
evidence that convicted Whelan

A G FoP s s.xx'i\ouna SP IlCU T.Ro RS IN TiE OIL REG oNS.
"Oh had we some bright little ile of our own,&c.&c.


