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LDITORIAL.

THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS,

*All in heaven and earth and under the earth will
finally testify for Christ  Tvery knee shall bow to
Him, and every tongue confess that He is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.” Phil. ii. 11, “The
testimony of Jesus is thespirit of prophecy.” Rev,
xix. 10. “ The scriptures are they which testify of
Me” The Lord makes the very wrath of man to
praise Him, and the testimony of His encmies con.
demn themselves, and justify and honor Ilis Son.
Judas, like the rest of the twelve, though in a different
way, died for the testimony of Jesus. Could the
least defeet be discovered in word or deed in Jesus’
life, Judas, who had been for years his constant eye
and ear witness, would be the witness; but neither
his own urgent need of a pretext for the betrayal,
nor the pressing demand in the high priest’s palace
brought him to the stand. Tnstead of this he came
and cleared his Master of all guilt, and condemned
himself, saying, “I havesinned in that T have be-
trayed the innocent blood.” Whea this testimony
was not disputed, but only coldly despised, he scated
it by self-inflicted death. :

We will not now speak of Pilate’s testimony to
His apostles’ purity, nor of the folly and sclf-contra.
diction of the falsc witnesses in the palace, but
consider the fina! testimony of the chief priests,
elders and scribes. From their education and re.
sponsible positions in the nation, we¢ might expect
more of them than from the cxcited rabble. But
they stirred up the multitudes to deeds of mean and
maddening outrage against the innocent sufferer,
watching lest an interval of reason should stop their
insults and accusations.

When Pilate asked for ITis crime, they replied,
¢« If IIe were not a malefactor we would not have
delivered JTim to thee,” and when Ilc feebly pressed
Tis case, both Ilis voice and 1is manhood were
drowned by the venemous cry, ¢ Away with Ilim,
crucify Him, crucify Him!” and the voices of the
chief pricsts and of the people prevailed. Jesus was
now iu their hands. When the soldiers had unmer-
cifully scourged Him, mocked Him with the purple
robe, the reed, and erown of thorns, until their
cruelty was satisfied, they led ITim away to-crucify
Him. Now His hands and feet were nailed to the
croce between two thieves and He twould soon be
dead. But c'er His spirit leaves the body, these
ruiers stand to declare to a listening universe their
reasons for putting Ilim to such a death. The
mocking crowd wagged their heads and charged

Him with threatcning to destroy the temple and
build it again in tbree days. But this falschood
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seemed too stale and haggled for the priests and ' died for them. Hear what a reconciled enemy de-

clders, and they, in division, draw the attention of !
all men to two points.

Before Jesus expires Ie let angely, men and de- '
mons hear the culmination of all their accusations— |
the sum total of all Ilis crimes. 7o Jaefs express |
the whole. 1st. He zaved others. 2ud. Himsclf he
cannol savc. ‘Whatever falsehoods they had pre-
viously testitled against TTim, or however bitterly ov
scornfully they uttered their last charges, they were
true, grandly true. Jfe saved others. Himself ke
cannot save.

1. 7o saved others, 'The Jewsexpeeteda Messinh,
but not one to save. ‘They had no idea of Jesuy’
mission, or of Ilia morality. Iis readiness to raise
und save the fallen was what excited their jealousy
and hate. Ile proved Iis power to forgive sins by
lealing the sick before their eyes. His whole life
declaved ITim to be a Saviour of others. 1lis name
was Jesus because Io saved Ilis people from their
sins, and at 1lis death 1lis crucifiers bear witaess to
the glorious fact.

But it is interesting to observe how hard the
rulers strove to deny that Ilo saved others, and to
hear them at last acknowledge it when they brought
a guilty woman to Him (Jno. viii) to try whether He
would condemn her or justify her crime. 1le did
ucither, but sent them away covered with shame,
saved the woman and condemned hev sin.  When
1Ic healed the blind man, (chap. ix.) they used every
means to have the fact denied, but feiled. Two
things were patent to all: 1si. e reccived his
sight, 2nd. It was on the Sabbath day. They
reasoned thus: Just say that God healed you and
we will join you in praising lim for that good act,
and that Jesus did not do it at all. But the man
declared that Jesus did it.  Then if you must have
it so, He is a sinner; that is, if God heuled you on
the Sabbath, it is a gracious act, for which Heshould
be praised; but if Jesus did it, it is a sinful act, for
which e should be punished as & Sabbath-breaker-
Still He saved that blind man, Again, when He cast
out devils the rulers denied it, until the cases became
so numerous and clear that the people knew He did
it, the mlers admitted it, but said, He casts them
out by Bellzebub, the prince of devils. Jesus rea-
soned so plainly and so foreibly as toconvict them
of n slander against the Holy Spirit su malignant
and barefaced as not to be forgiven in this world nor
the next, calling the gracious power of the Holy
Spiri the power of the devil. They knew that
Jesus saved others. When Jesus met thesorrowing
sisters of Lazarus, and wept with them, persons
were there to charge Him with hypoecrasy. ** Could
not this man who opened the cyes of the blind have
cause that even this man should not die?” The
groans of Jesus were the answer.  When He raised
Lazarus they reported it to the priests, who flew to
their party, exclaiming, “ What do we, this man
docth many miracles, if we let Him thus alone all
men will believe on Him!”

They had to acknowledge His many miracles of
merey, which proved Him to bea Saviour of others
and which will be vindicated forever by friend and
foe. It will be the sweetest song of the redecraed
and the eternal wail of the lost. The thought that
Ile saved others and died to save us, but we re-
jected HMis offers and His love will envenom the
worm that never dies.

2 Himsclf He cannot save. 'This was so strange
to the chicf priests that they upbraided Him for it,
The reason why He could not save Himself was
that cither e or others must suffer. Their highest
idea of morality was a man loving his ncighbor as
himself. To love an enemy never entered their
mind; Moses never commanded it, nor did he com-
mand a man to love his neighbor better than himself,
If I and my neighkbor areso situated that I can only
save one, no law commands me tosave him, no man
expeets it.  Save yoursclf and then do all you can
to save your neighbor, is all that law requires or
ziendship cxpects. But Jesus brings a new mor
ality from heaven. He teaches us to love our enemy
and confirms it by His own life. In this He never
failed until He took the: place of His enemies and

poses of Yim, *“1Who loved me and gave Ilimself
for me.”

Tt is very touching tosce the captain of asinking
ship keep the deck until the Jast passenger is safe in
the boat; still he only does his duty beeause (1) He
is the commander and shonld not leave in time of
danger; (2) All the passengers are in his care;
(3) After the rest ave safe he has a chance to escape.
Still it is grard to witness him true in time of danger.
This, however, is differens from oune giving his life
for others,

We are told that a few years ago two young
Englishmen becamo fast friends on board of a ship
sailing from Australin 1o Ingland. Both had left
EnglanC a few years before to improve their health
and were now returning.  We will call one A., the
other B. A, had left a wife and two or three child-
ren, and was returning a healthy man. B. was
single and but slightly imnproved. After a time »
storm arose and raged from day to day. The ship
bravely resisted till at length she began to sink.
Ilaving lost some of their boats the remaining ones
could only carry a part of the passengers. Lots
were immediately drawn, the successful passing to
ono side, the unfortunate to the other. B. was suc-
cessful, but A. had to pass to the other side. P.says
1o A., *“You must take my place in the boat and I
will stay in yours. Your wife and little ones are
long looking for your return. I cannot bear to have
their great joy turned into bitter disappointment.
Go and make them happy.” 1lz asked the captain
to allow the exchange, and in tho haste of the mo-
ment it was so decided. Could any one in that boat
snceringly point at B. saying, ‘“Te saved another,
he cannot save himsclf?” Tould it not be more
natural to see A. with stretching neck and suffused
eyes gazing back at him and pointing him out to
others as ““ the one that loved me and gave himsclf
forme.”

In this selfish world God permits us to look on
rare cases of self-denyiag love fof others which
slightly resemble His love to ourselves, though this
love has no parallel. It was for & warm fricnd that
Englishman died, but Jesus died for His encinies—
enemies who could reproach his weakuess and mock
Him in- death’s agonies. Scarce an instance was
ever known of onc dying for a righteous man—a
man exact in all his dealings, who defrauds none
and helps none; but for a good man—a man largely
benevolent and scif-denied to assist the needy—per-
haps for such a good man some would defy the cold
calculation of human opiniop and die. But God bas
commended His love in a degree inflnitely high
above all example, *“in that when we were yet
sinners Christ died for us.”

If the rescued man would point his companions
to his deliverer e'er he sank from their sight, and
would often talk of him to his wife and children,
and tenderly think of him through life, is it surpris-
ing that those whom Jesus saved by His blood
should often remember [Iis dying love, and should
by all means let their families and friends have a
saving sight of the Redeemer. Blessed Redeemer!
He saved not Himself, He pleased not Himself, did
nothing for limself. All He did and said and
suffercd was to glorify God and to happify man.
He humbled Iimsclf and beeame obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God
also hath highly exalted im and given Him a name
that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus.
every knee should bow, of things in heaven and in
carth and under the earth, and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father. D. C.
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"Pues evils of the liquor traflic is felt not only in
the United States and Canada but aleo in Russia;
yes, and in Russia also is a growing determination
on the part of the people to banish it from their
midst  The new liquor law which recently went
into effect in the last named country will, if car-

ricn out, close the doors of 80,000 drinking-
places,



