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wost ensily pass off, undetecsed, the absurdities In whick: they fargely
deal.

Our space is too much limited to allow us to enter extensively
into the chemical nature and physiologicol effects of alcoholic beve-
rages in general and wine aud beer in particular, but we shall place
before our readers a few facts that may be readily apprehended
anl ought to be convincing to any unprejudiced inquirer.

Insurance companies are not usually influenced by merely fan-
utical considerations. They are conducted on business principles
and prefer one applicant to another simply because the former is a
safer risk and more money is to be made by insuring him. Now
it is & well-known fact that in many ¢ mpanies a teetotaller will be
insured for a smaller premium than what would be required from a
beer drinker—let it ke rememnbered a moderate beer drinker, a
drunkard would not be taken atall. Perhaps few insurance men
are more widely known than Col. Green, President of the Connect-
icut Mutual Life Insurance Company. This gentleman discusses
beer drinking risks from « business point of vi w in the following
cmphatic terms :— .

““I protest against the notion o prevalent and so industriously urged tha
beer is harmless and a desivable substitute for the more concontrated liquors,
What beer may be, and what beer may do in other countries and climates, I do
not know from observation. That in this country and climate ils use is an cvil
only less than the use of whiskey, if less on the whole, and that its efiect is only
longer delayed, not so immediately and obviously bad, its incidents not so ro-
pulsive, but destructive in tho end, I have seen abuundaut proof. In one of
our largest cities, contmning a great population of beer-drinkers, I had oceasion
to nute the deaths among a large group of persons whose habits, in their own
eyes and in thoso of their frionds and physicians, were temperate ; but they
were habitual users of beer.  When the observation began, they were, upon the
average, something under middlo age, and they were, of course, sclected lives.
For two or three years thero was nothing very remarkakable to be noted among
this group.  Presently death began to strike it ; and, until it had dwindled to
a fmc!.lon of its original proportions, the martality in it wus astounding in extent,
and still moro remarkable i the manifest identity of carnsc und mode. ~‘Thero way
no mistaking it ; the history was amost invariable one ; robust, apparent health,
Full muscles, a fair outside, increasing weight, florid faces ; then a touch of cold,
or a sniff of malaria, and instantly some acute disease, with almust invariably
typhoid symptoms, was in vielent action, and ten days or less ended it. It was
asif thg system hud been kapt fuir outside, while within i wus caten to a shell ; and
«wt the first tonch of disease there was wutler collapse; ecery fihre was puisonsd and
weak.  And this, in its main features, varying of course in degree, has been my
observation of beer-drinking everywhero. ~ J¢ is pectliarly deceplive at first ; it i3
thoroughly destructive at tie last.”

This statement was published some time ago in the Voice and
the editor of that journal subsequently received letters strongly en-
dorsing the views therein expressed from the following gentlemen :
Thomas W. Russell, President Conneciicut General Life Insurance
Company ; George G. Ripley, President Home Life Insurance Com-
pany ; 1. H. Brosnan, President United States Life Insurance Com-
pany; J. B Temple, President Southern Mutual Life Insurance Co.
Kentucky ; A. G. Bullock, President State Mutual Life Insurance
Co.; Stephen Ball, Sceretary of the Hartford Life and Annuity In-
surance Co.; Samuel C. Huey, President of the Pennsylvania Insur-
ance Co.; J. H. Nitchin, Secrctary National Life Inswrance Go.; U.
S. A; Charles Dewey, President. National Life Insurance Co.

These opinions of known, reputable, experienced, practical men
will outweigh any amount of prejudiced advocacy by those who are
carnestly working (even though it be unintentionally) for the promo-
tion of the sclfish interests of brewers and saloon-keepers who can
grow vich unly at the expense of the moral and physical well-being
of a large proportion of the community.

The editor of that well-known journal Pl Toledo Blade, some
time ago sent a reporter to interview the principal medical men in
the city of Toledo, and to get an expression of their opinion in
reference to the use of beer. Every one of the gentlemen inter-
viewed is of high standing in his profession, and every one of them
has resided in Toledo for a long time, giving him ample opportunity
to attain a full knowledge of the subject on which he speaks. The
Blade thus sums up these opinions:—

The indictmont thoy with ons aceord presont against beer-drinking i simply
terrible. It is a curae for which there is no mitigation. The fearfal duvil-tiah
crushing a fisherman in its long winding arms, and sucking his lifo-blood from
his mangled body and limbs, is not so frightful an agsailant as this deadly but
insidious enemy which fastons itself upon its victim, and daily becomes moro
and more the wrotched man's mastor, clogging up his liver, votting his kiduneys,
decaying his heart and arteries, stupefymie and starving his braun, choliug his
lungs and bronciua, loading his budy down with dropsical fluids and unwhelo-
somo fat, fustening upon him rhemmatism, erysipelas, and all manner of painful
and disgusting diseases, and finally dragging him down to the grave at a time
when other men are in their primo of mental and bodily vigor,

The investigation alluded to wasmade only in Toledo, but beer
is the sane vile thing in every place, and similar evidence might be
gathered in every beer-drinking locality, if the matter were there
investigated in the same way.

That our readers may know for themselves some of the terrible
evils of this nbominable beer-curse, that the N. L.'I. A, is laboring
so hard to fasten upon our social life, we add a few extracts from

the medical opinions referred to:

Dr. 8. H. Burgen, a practitioner! for vver thirty five years, tacenty vight of
which have been in Toledo, says: *“ I think beer kills quicker than ang other
kind of liquor. My attention was first called to tho insidious cffects of beer-
drinking years ago, when I began examining for a life insuranee company. T
passed as unusually good risks five Germans—young business men—whoseemed
to be in the best health, and to have superb constitutions.  Tu a few years T was
amazed to sco the whole five drap off, one after another, with what ought to
have been mild and casily curable attacks of diseases. On comparing my ex-
perience with that of other physicians I found that they wero all having similar
luck with confirmed beer-drinkers, and the incidents of my practico since then
havo heaped up confirmation upon confirmation. The first organ to bo attacked
is tho kiduneys ; the liver soon sympathizes with them, and then comes, most
frequently, dropsy or Bright's disease, both of which are certain to end fatally.
Any physician who cares to take the'time will tell you that ameny the dreadful
results of habitual beer-drinking are lock-jaw and erysipelas. and that the beer-
drinker scems incapable of recovering from the effects of mitd disorders and in-
juries not usually regarded as of a grave character. Pnonmenia. pleurisy, fevers,
ete., seem to have a first mortgage on him, which they forecluse remorselessly at
an early opportunity.*”’

Dr. S. S. Thorn, a physician of an experience embracinig a period of service
in the army as well as some twenty years’ practico in Toledw, said : ¢ Adulter-
ants are not_the importantfthing in my estimation—it is the beer itself. Tt
stupefies and retards his intellection, because it i8 a narcatic, and cumulative in
ita effects. Every man who drinks beer in any quantity soon begins to load
himself with soft, unhealthy fat.  This i3 bad, because it 1s the resuit of inter-
ferenco with the unatural elimination of deleterious substances. No man, no
matter what his constitution, can go on long with his system full of the morbid
and dead matter which the kidneys and liver are intended to work ol  The
first cffect on the liver is to congest and enlarge it.  Then follosws a low grade of
inflamnation and subscquent contraction of the capsules, with the effect of pro-
ducing what is known in the profeasion as *hob-nailed liver,” or *drunkard's
liver.” The surfaco of the organ beeomes covered with little lumps that look
like nail-heads on the soles of shoes. This condition develops dropsy. The
congestion of the liver clogs up all springs of the body, and makes all sorts of

‘mental and physical exertion as difficult aud labored as it would be to run a
*

clock, the wheels of which were covered with dirt and gum.”” % % %

All beer-drinkers have theumatism, more or less, and no beer-drinker can re.
cover from rheumatisin as long as ho drinks beer.  You will notice how a beer-
drinker walks about stiff on his heels, without any of the natural elasticity and
spring from the tocs and the ball of the foot that a healthy man should have.
That is because tho beer has the effect of increasing the lithin deposits—* chalk-
stones' they aro somnetimes called—about the smaller joints, which causo articu-
lar rheumatism.  Beer-drinkers arc absolutely the mast dangerous class of sub-.
jects that a surgeon can operato upon. * ¥ * A}l surgeons hesitate to per-
form operations on a beer-drinker, that they would undertako with the yreatest
confidenco on any one clse. I have told you the frozen truth—cold, calin,
scientific facts, such as the profession everywhere recognizes as absvlute traths.
1 do not regard beer-drinking as safe for any one. It ix a dangervus, agyressivo
evil that no ono can tamper with, with any safety to himsell. There is only one
safe course, and that is to let it alone entirely.”

Dr. M. H. Parmalee, physician and surzeon of twelve years' practico in
Toledn, says :—** The majority of saloon-keepers dio fram dropsy, arising from
liver and kidnoy discases, which arc induced by their beer-drmkmng, My ex-
perience has been that saloon-keepers and the men workig about brewertes aro
very liable to these diseases.  When ono of these apparently stalwart, beery
fellows is attacked by a disorder that would not be regarded as at all dangerons
in a person of ordinary constitution, or even a delicate, weakly cluld or woman,
ho is liablo to drop off like an oversripe apple from a tree.  You are never suro
of him for a minute. * * % Tho form of Bright's discase known as the
awollen or largo white kiduey, is much more frequent among beer-drinkers than
any other class of poople, and also that its prevalence scems to have kept pretty
fair pace with the rapid increaso in the cousumption of heer tu this country. '

Dr. W. T. Ridonour served during the war as surgeon of the 12th Qhio
Infantry, was Mecdical Inspector of the Department of West Virginia, has res
sided in Toledo for fourteen years, has scrved some years as Health Officer of
the city, and has been Lecturer on Phyaiology in the Toledo Medieal Schouls
for threo years. The following is part of his long and impressive statement :—

«] have no doubt that the rapid spread of that ternble athnent  Bright's
disease of the kidnoys—is largely dus to the great development of the beer-
drinking habit in this country. I have always believed that Bayard Taylor foll
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