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lie wouid filin blow them out; the episîles 0f!i
divine truth, and lie is lever anxious te tear
them te pieces; the golden vessels of the
upper sanctuary, destîned forever te refiecî
God's praise aud bis disgrace, audhence lie
seeks perpetually te mair their beauty. Merle
professors cosl Sataîî but litIle trouble and
seldomi excite bis ire; llîey iîiostly steel) iii bis
arms, and lie carnies theiii wbcre lie pleases
witliout trouble; Ilicir words. for the nmosî
part accord] bis will, and their lomp lias ne
liglit le explose bis desligns; buit ail truc
Christians lie blles, hecau.se Iliey belong te
Chirist, love Christ, exlîiliî Christ andl igi
for Christ; because they exp)ose bis dcsigiis.
pierce biiîn with tlie trifflu, anid Uriuît~con-
quer bii by their pî'a'.eîs. Now the diangerl
of Christi.aîîs, UaS~ frug îoiîî tliei t' gruat ad-
versarv, is te be tî'accd clîiefiy te t we t1bings;
the chiiracter of their foe, undt tic failuire 1ut
tbeir failli.

Tite citai-acier of t/teir foe.-Satan is nul
omniscient, but bie lias great ktiewlcdg.e; uotr
acquaintance with oursilves mnay ho very
superficial, bah il is nul s0 wilh Satan.-
Thiere may be but vcry little intrîospectien
with him, t'er wbal cat ibe sec wiîhiii huînself!
but misçery? But hie bas a peculiar desiî'e lu
look inb n;ian-bias made hitu bis sespecial
shudy, and age after age bas accurnfflated aIl
kinds uf îitformîation i'especting hui;a' nd as
the result, niest mein are bolIer known te tîjeir
great advcrsai'y Ihan le tbemnselves. TislI
might wcll tui Ilîcai witli terrer, and would, if'
they fully Iiclieved il. 'Most meii, bow(ecr,
laugb at Saaieliains wlîile tlîey wear Ilion.
Philosophieý pride may Ilîink ilselU (1 ite able
ta fortify tIe seul agaiiist aIl dangter, ivbile
Satan lauglîs; aI ils efforts ,.D adsîlist lu
in the mi dst ut' ils f'uuillcss laburs.i' Livingel
age after age, nian's great foc seldein witiîuss-
es aulything iîew, wliilsl lus vast mernory, witb
the experileice et' the past, cati snpply lîinî in
a moment willî a suilable weapeiî, %vlierewith
te bring dotwui aîy fée. The lie 'art cf mian
rnay bo doeýp, but lic can Eind bis way iale ils
inost secret rocesses, and is perfeclly at bomne
ainid ail ils unfelulings: hence, wliile man is
oflen an enigrua lu bimselt'. lus arch cenîvn
rends hiîîî with the grealesl case, aîuî will
everpi'esenl the' rigbt bail at tbe right tinie;
anti wbule bis kiîowledge is lever act rate, prac-
tical, profourîd, and presenit, il does net Icri'rty
Itini. fie bas bulle look within for the dark-
est and most bloody episodes of Ibis worlei's
history; but the sighl of il doles net unnerve
hin or divert him from bis purpose. Ile lias,
been accuinulating wratli against the day cf
wrath, age afler age, but shjîl he works on,
noer does the awful mound paralysehim. Hle
t1Qights ini cruelty; and lience witlî the arrows
of the Àimighty in him, he loves Io infliet

pain. He has witirnessed the tears, tuep cries5,
and despairing and dying agonies of myriads
not only witbout pain, but with joy. H1e is'
perseveriîîg, to e, in the accomplisbmeut of
bis desiguris: whoeecr may sleep lie never does,
but l'y iiigl aînd day, at ail tinies, and under
ail circuinstances, he works on for the destruc-
tion of muen. Arisingr out ot' bis kniowledg,
cruelty, anîd perseverence, bie bas great power;
so taI evo'uîthose who have heeni helpC( te
eonquer imii, have mostly ha] te l'cet and te

cnolgethe weighit of bis bain]. This
fact olnr Saviu'ir brin'gs before ul,, in the figurtre
lie eimpkos. "Satani bas desire te have
tliee, luit lie nîay suft tlîee as whie..' ,Just
as eailv as a strn nntsiabuw1t

ni aseio, o esily ile"s Satani t05s ieua
ien alou iiiiieî' the influience of temptatiun.

Wliat a forcible illustrationi me liave eft his
in Hie lite et Peter; liaul ilot the iiitortess1ii
of is Lord graspeti the lîaîîd of' bis great
advcrsary, wiîli wbal ease would bie have
tossed him int bell. as bas doue nuimbers
even whlile in the very act of denving his
power. WVhile tbus conleînpdating ilnus
Wealkne(ss in contrast willi Satanie power.
willi what a solemui einl)lasis do the wurds of
Christ fall uipun the car, "Sinion, Simon, be-
bold Satan bath (ksired ta have Ilice, tbat lie
may sift t lie as wlieat.'

,Ali, Simnon, thon art full of love, and zeal.
and self'-conid(ence, but alas 1alas lsliouldest,
tbou he left for a single monient, did my
prayers cease to eînbrace thee, tlîv weakiiess,
would soin appear, and llîv seul wouIl be lest.
'l'le enemy woîîld put lus baud upon îlîee.
-nid tlîy ruii winuld he sealeýd."ý Iearrealeî*,
doles net thy seul shriîîk withiîî thîe lest thon,
shoulîlest lue si) left? Oli, think of the ninî-
bers xu'lo have fadleii iii a moment, aîîd that
te risc ne muire. Ohi, tlîiîk of their tearq
aad conflessions; lbey meditaled net tne deeýd
whiclî destroyed hin, buit Satan was atbaind,
and thev believed il nul, aud dowîî thcy
wvent. '[rifle îîol with temptation: fly for
tlîy lUe at onîce, O reader te the stroug for
streigtli.

liut, afier ai, oui' grreal danger arises frein
anotlîei szour(le, the failure of oîir faith.
hîav e pî'ayed fuor thee(." said Christ, 1ýthat th'Y
faitlî fait nl.', Wbile the lîanîu oU failli
grnsps it.s sbield wv -are safle, the fiery dart-s
tif unir umîat enenuv fail Iîîrifless aI louir feet:
lit Ibis baud, il seeuis, îîîav, for a hanie b<>

paralyset], and se leave us open andu expos-ed
te the assanits oU oîir dreaded foc. Ilere, theti,
wve bave that wliich is more lu be feared tbafl
Satan bimself. Oh, ye who have ne faitb,
wbal wvill ye do iii the day of baIlle? do y6

tiot pereive lîow certain il is, that uîile9ss
Ibis sluield ils thine the battie must prevail
agaiinst theet "Figit the good figbt offith,
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