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parents began to feel nn interest in schools and to regand
them ns the richest legacies to their offspring,

These were great achievements, and prepared the way for
succesaful legislation 3 but before Mr. Barnand had the eatis-
fnction of seeing tho consummation of his Iabors, ilt health
obliged him to resign hia office.  Deeply was his departure
regretted by those who had reaped the benefits of his labors,
and whose intelligent percption of his worth prepared them
to feel hia Joas, )

Mr. Barnard’s parting aidvice deserves (o be writien in let-
tors of gold,  “ILet no Rhody Ielander forget the immenso
fund of talent which lins slumbered in unconsclousness, or
been only half developed, in the conntry towns of this State,
by reason of the defective provision for genernl, education,.—
Let the past four years be the first of a new erny—nn em in
which cducation, wniversal education, the completo and tho-
rough education of cvery child born or living in the State,—
shnll be renlised.  Let the problem be solved,—how much
wasto by vico and critmo ean be prevented, liow much'the pro-
ductive power of the State can by augmentud, how far happy
homes ean be multiplied by the right cultivation, of the moral
natnre, and the proportionnl development of the intellectunl
facultics of every child 3 how much more, nnd liow much liet-
ter, the hand can work when directed by nn intelligent mind 3
how inventions for abridging Inbor can be muliplied by cul-
tivated and active thought ; in fine, how a State of one hun-
dred and ity thousand peopls ean be made equnl to a Siate
of ten times that number,—~can be made truly an Empire
State, ruling by the supremncy of ntind and the mornl senti-
ments.  All this can Lo necomplished by filling the State with
cducated mothers, well qualified teachers, and good books,
and bringing these mighty agencies to bear directly, and un-
der the most favorable circumstances, upon every child and
vvery ndult,  As fellow-Inborers in n common field, he would
say to ail,—tenchers, schiool oflicers, and citizens, persevere
in tho mensures which have thus fur been adopted, and adopt
others moro cfficient.  Act directly, and by all available
menns, on the publie mind; quicken, enlighten, and direct
aright the popular intclhgence, as the source of all practien!
legislation and judicious action on the subject of schools,—
Sccure every advance in popular intelligence and feeling by
judicicus legal ennctment,—for public sentiment and action
will not long remainin advance of the law,  Sceo to it, that
the children of the State, and especially those who live in the
laves and alleys of your city, or labor.in your mills and shops,
are gathered regularly, during their school years, into good
schiools. Lstablish inatitutions of industry, and reformation,
for vagrant children, and juvenile criminals, Educate well,
if you can educate only oue sex, the femule children, so that
overy home shall lave an educated mother. Bring the
mighty stimulus of the living voice, and well ;ontured thought,
on. great moral, scientifie, literary, and practical topics, to
bear on the whole community, so fiar as it can be gathered to-
gether to listen to popular lectures. Introduce into every
town, and every family, the great and the good, of all past
time, of this and other conniries, by means of public librarics
of well sclected books,  And, above all, provide for the pro-
fessional trmmng, the permanent employaent, and reasonable
compensation of teachers, and, especially, of female teachers,
for upon their agency in popular education must we rely for
a higher style of manuers, mornls, and intellectual culture.”

Mr. Barnard returned to his old home in Connecticut,

where he songht to recover his health in the scclusion of his
privale avoeations, and amid the rusticity of his farm and gar-
den.  I3ut his country could not long nfford hin such retire-
ment.  Tle waa eolicited to aceept profeasorships in two dife
ferent colleges, ‘Thesc, together with other honomble posts,
he refused,

1o reserved himeclf for a more congeninl work, 1lis na-
tive State, though it had once madly dizcarded him, now turn-
ed to him with outetretched hands jmploring him to superin.
tend its cducational nffairs, Il accepted the invilation, and
roon hnd the satisfaction of delivering tho innugural address
in the New Normal Collegn, of which hic wans the honored
Principals

Here he hind a full opportunity of inculenting and develop-
ing those principles of which, in less nuspicious days, he had
been the unsucceasful advoente,

"The leaven which he hiad hid in overy comer of tho Iand
had dono its work,—~at length, it had ‘pervaded the whole
mnss of sheiety.

Mr. Barnard’s successes and triumphs may furnish en-
conragement to those who, like him, are called to lubor in the
midet of opposition.  Let none forsnke the path of doty be-
cause the results of their Inbors mny not be manifest.

“In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening with-
hold not thy hand, for thou kuowest not which will prosper,
this or tiut, or whether they both will be alike good.”

H.~PRACTICE OF EDUCATION.

P )

WRITING.

FROM MORRISON'S MANUAL OF SCIOOL. MANAGEMENT.

( Continued from Page 52.)
WRITING-BOOKS,

The pupils having thus taken their sents, they are next sup.
plied with writing material. ~ Slates, from filse notions of eco-
nomy, are {requently employed with beginners. We questi-
on the propriety of this.  ‘L'o write on sintes is n very differ.
ent thing from writing on paper—it is on the latter that the
pupil will have to exercize theart.  For dictation and many
other exercises, wriling on slates must b largely practised in
schools ; but we would be inclined to suggest whether slate
writing should not bo nequired from paper writing, instead of
writing on paper from writing on slates, #s is sometimes Jone.
A slate nnd slate peneil are hard and unplinnt, and have a
tendency to give the fingers a stithess and rigidity quite des-
tructive of good writing.  Besides, the mode of holdine pen-
cil is so different from that of holding a pen that to léarn to
write with a_pencil does not materially nssist the acquisition
of writing with o pen.  On these and many other grounds,
wo would prefer to use paper with beginners. But the paper
must be prepared in a certain way ; and here we must enter
somewhat more into details than we have hitherto done. We
have seen that good writing requires that the letters be of a
proper form, be correctly inclined, and at proper distances from
cach other.  The writing-books in eomnmon use give very lit-
tle assistance to the pupil in respect to these three things.
For the most part, they simply assist him in writing straight,
but as to the height, inclinntion, or distance of the letters from
one another, he is left to imitate the model as best he nay,
Now whilst we are no advocates of keeping children nlways in
leading-strings, we are certainly of the opinion that to expect
a boy tocopy exactly the model of any letter whatever, with-
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