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,ofien ab)oe 25 per cent., which represefits about
the average death-rate fromn this clisease in the
Nortlîern and Southern arniies during the Civil
IVar.' It is added, thant -In this country extensive
statistics of plieunionia in private practice are not
1%,iiezble ;but in the recent returns froin the Col-
lective Investig.ition Conimittee of the British
Medicai Association, the niortality, was 18 Sper cent.'
This last ratio, it %vill bc perceiveci, is considerably
more than double the carefully conîiputed mortality
-Of pnIeUmon0ia before i1S5S, nlalyl, 8.33 per cent.
Wle hlave thus, I think, a dc,;ions/ralion of the large
increase in the p)roportion of deaths from that dis-
ecase in recent tinies, over wlîat it 'vas thirty, forty,
.andi fifty years ago.

I-ow is this increase ofnîortalit), to be accounted
for ? Three hvpotheses are conceiv'able.

i. 'l'lie records iay be supposed to have under-
gon1e mlodification through improved mnethods of
diagnosis. There is no grouind for this supposition.
'ilhe physical signs, as w1l as the symptoinatology,
*Of pnIeUmon0ia, ivere well understood forty and more
years ago, by those physicians wh ose reports have
furnishied materials for the statistics which hav'e
been ciîcd. The use of percussion, in aid of diag-
îîosis, dates with Auienbrigg«.er, T 761 '.ausculation

egan %vith Laennec, abouit i SiS.
2. ' Change of type' of the disease miay be as-

-serted ; or a genera change in the constitutions of
men, affectincg tie character of -,ili discases. Rea-
sons are given in my paper for beIiev'ing that
nci ther of these hypothetical assu niplions lias stîcl
:stupport ini facts as at aIl to meet the reqtîire-
nients of the case. WVhile, at ail 1)eriods it ma), be
-ionetinies sthenic and somietinies asthienic or
typhoid, pneunîionia is l)racticallY the saine dis-

cease that, it 'vas for-t% or fiftNy vears ago.
I astly, therefore, wve are brouglit. to dwell upon

-ihe coincidence between this great increase in the
-mortality of pnieunionia andI a niarked chanîgein
1prev'ail ing înethods of treatient.

W\hat lias broughit this changre of treatînent about?
Is it a better knowledge of the p:nlîology of pn:eu-
nion1ia? No. Autopsic and mlicroscopic investi-
-gations have clearcd up certain iniinutr, as to tie
distinction, fur example, between croupous and
catarrhal 1 neumionia. But wve stili hiave, as ever,
the irst stage, of congestion ; and, the second, of
red hepatii.ation of the lung ; in other %vords, pri-
niary si'asis, with interrtîpted nutrition, at the focus

of inflammnation ; concentric hyperieinia there, and
general vascular excitemeît: of the systeni ; thenl
exuidation, wvhose changes chiefi)' deternîinc Uic ini-
creased vascular tension floiga local obstrtuc-
tion to the circulation, gave the indication for
mea.,-stîres of relief in the older practice ; andI that
indi'calion still reniains, ini the presence of the nîost
advanced researclies as to cithier tic crass or the

inmu te inorbid anatoniy of preunionia.
Attention is given ini niy paper, at length, to the

opinion now ascertained by some pathologists, that
piietiiionia is a systemic fever, îvith ltîng changes as
nîerely its local manifestations ; especially in con-
nection with the theory of the microbic causation of
the disorder. Jaccoud. ini France, aund D)r. I1-I. 13.
Baker, in Michigan. are cited as lîaving net long
since* given dcnonsterativc evidence that the essen-
tial, necessary cause of piieunionia cannito be micro-
bic; dry3 cold having the nîost to do w'ith its pro-
duction, in at least înuch the larger n unber of
cases w~hile the bacilli and nîicrococci often fotind
preseîît may, no clotllt, exercise a morbific action,
affecting the character of the disease. If, howéver,
it were even proven that p îeumnia depends upon
microb)es for ils causation, that ivould îîot decide
the question of ils treatuient, wliile we are not in
p)ossession of direct and certain niiicrol)icidal mca-
sures of tlierapeutics.

13y ail these considerations Nvc are led at last to
the conclusion, Ithat the chanîge ini practice that
lîad beeîî referred to, lias no otlier origin tlîaî a
fluctuation of opinioni, not justified by facts àr
reason ing, concerni ng principles in îheral)eutics.-
Thlis fluctuation involves:

i. A (lepreciation of the value of thec arly au-
straction of a moderate ainîount of blood, locally or
by veniesecî.ioni, for the relief of active inflamima-
tioîî, ini l)esoiis of good prev'ious healti, anîd not
advancedl ini age.

2. A like depreciation of the tîtility of early
cathîarsis, espcîally as an elimiiîative agency, to,
preveîn the accunmulation ini tie systein of tie
prod ucts of regressî ve nu etaiiorpliosis of the
tissuies.

3. 'llie saine wa"ht exisî.s of due v'aluation of
salinies, forîîierly called refrigerant miediciîîes, for
lowveriîig blood-pressure anîd promîotiîîg the fuîîic-

.Ilaccolid's pftper wais conîiiinicatici te the Académie (les
Scicnces, aud Nvas reliortcdl Maliy 7, 1,S57, in La France Médicale.
Dr. ]itaker*s investigations have beeti made public ini sevéral
places %vithini a ycar or two.
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