
MEDICAL

The question may, arise in the minds of somne
memibers preseiît, 1' What connection have these
prefatory reinarks ivithl the title.of the paper on tie
1)logranmnie ?" 1 must therefore renienber that
although old men may bc permitted somietimies to
trespass on the patience of thieir brethren, becatise
in the course of nature they may, not have the
chance of repeating the boredomi at another atnual
gaithering, yet thecre is a limit to everything, and I
%viii tiierefore endeavor to strictiy limiit my remarks
to the " Mien " and "~ Now " of the last sixty years,
and aclding oniy to the former the three interv'ening
years between 1825 and 1828. In the spring of
1825, tlien, withi my parents andI three sisters, the
faiiy abode in the neighlborhood of London %vas
chianged for educationai purposes to the ancient
cathedral and seaport city of Boulogne-Sur-Mer,
France, the location some mwent), years previous of
the form. *idable camp andi fiotilla, destined by
Buonaparte for the invasion of England. Our
residence Nvas outside the ançient gyateways of tht-

ramiparts of the ippj:r town. After the stroke of
i0 p.m. these gates were closed by the sentineis,
and shoulci the unfortunate w'atyfarer in the hurry
Lo pass throughi before the Iast stroke of the bell,
have forgotten to keep the centre of the road, lie
would quickly after the sound of the operting
of the upper inidowvs, be delugeci by a shoNver
anything but aiibi-osial--tlie warning voice of

Gai-de a vous " not always heard, or perhaps ini a
moment of abstraction unheeded. 'Flic streets
leading 10 the new~ towni at the foot of the stecp
hili on wvhichi the upper town is situated (one not
inappropriately then namned the Rue de Pipots)
hiad on eachi side stone gutters, the channel of the
sewerage of Upper Town into the Sione R iver, de-
l)ouchingf into the tidal harbor. At low tides, as
a conseq uence a comibination of sewerage and dead-
fishi odor took place. On miy return from the Inter-
national Congress at Geneva in i882, I found on re-
visiting B3oulogne, this primnitive suate of convey-
ance of seweratge no longer in existence, replaced by
wvaterworks, under-grround sewers, hoth in Upper
and Lower Town, magnificent Establissements des
Baines new docks, and extensive newv deep-water
harbor, and apparently in every particular due re-
gard 10 modern ideas of sanitary precautions; but
inasmuch as I failed to notice the continuation of
closet soil pipe upwards throughi the roof, or pipes
running up the side of the house from the point

w'here the house-soil pipe emierging from, tie bi4fld-
ing enters the main sewer, and carried outside
clear of ail %winclo,-s t0 thie roof, andi furtlher, the
absence of a separate supply of water for closet
purposes, the important question occurrei -to mie
whether the primitive stite of aifairs existing iii này
schooiboy days, Nvhere the oxidation of sewage left
to the sun and circumiambicnt air wvas flot attended
with less danger to the inhabitants than under-
gYround sewers improperly ventilated, or in such a,
way as to be littie miore thtan a pretense. Iii the
spring of 1828 1 lefî France to commence the
study of MHedicine as a pupil for five ),cars, with an
Edinburgh graduate practising at Battersea, the
birthplace of the ceiebrated Hi-enry St. john, Vis-
counit Bolingbroke, then only a surburban village of
London. The insanitary surrounidings at that d. te
of this location on the River Thames were, al-
thoughi at the titime littie heeded, certainly not
favorable for a lowv cleatli rate, as between il and
Nine Eims and Vauxhiaîl there w;as a large extent
of fowv-lying land overhlowed by the river and
underdrained, or iiiùperfectiy so ; as a naturai resuit,
lowv levers and ailiments of a, cachexic nature wvere
flot uncommfion. Inii 182 I bnci the charge of aà
extemporised choiera hospital there, and I cannot
say that the percentage of recoveries wvas large ; on
the contrary, a visit fromi Pallida ïMors usually oc-
curred at intervais fromi the moment of seizure, of
a few hiours to a few daYS. Thc treatiment that
seemed for a time to liold out hope of recovery
wvas the transfusion of saline solutions mbt the
veins, whichi for a few hours exercised an almnost
magical effect in rescuing the patient fromn a, sta.te
of comI)lete collapse, and restoring warmth;, only,
however, to succumb in the seconct stage of cotise-
cutive fever.

Fifty years elapsed before I re-visited in 18812
this early location for study and professional work,
and then only for a ver)' brief space of time, suffi-
dient, however, for finding that tlîe uinder-draied-
fields wvhere the pigeon matches were held, had been
converted into a magnificent park at a, cost of thfee
hundred and forty thousand pouncis, and this ex-
tensive pleasure-ground provideci w'ith an artificiai
sheet of water, a sub-tropical garden of four acres,
and on the south side of the park the noted pleas-
ure resort, the Albert Palace. You may imagine.
that on viewing these wondùerful changes miy feel-o
ings of astonishiment were soniewhiat akin tô thosc.
of Rip Van Winkle after bis long sleep.
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