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Focal infection may lie (lue te one or~ more of severatL organisms,
but ie genierally duel( to stetccuoccasionally te staiphylococcus, and
these two and other micro-organismas may bie present in the ,aie focus.
Occasionially pileuimocecus, inicrocoeus catarrhalis, influtenzal bacillus,
diplitheria or penedpihrabacillus, genococcus,,,, the tubhercle ha-
cillus or saprophytie organiqnis miay lie in association.

It is important te remiemiber that in most instances the strepteeoe-
eus viridans or liemelyticus is the infecting organisii. This -coconus is
present in many inouths apparently normal and mnay lie acquired by car-
riers or by food, mitk or threuigh the air. The enigin of the streptecoe-
eus ils unknown. Frein the standpoint of virulency, speciflity and
trophiani, streptococcoi maky lie arranged in the follewing order. (1)
streptocecus hemiolyticus, (2) streptococcus rheumaiýtîis, (3)stee.
ceecus viridans, (4) strepteoceus mnucosis.

'l'le conscientious, piiînstaking work of Rosenow hias clearly preven
that the stetccuby cultural inethods er by passlig through Jl>
oratory animiais, mnay lie transimuted inte any one of thiese varieties or
into the pucitno-oceus. le lias ise preven that these organismes pos-
mess speciflcity for certain tissnes of the body, and that variations in the
transmuitabuility, pathogenicity and speciflcity produeed in the labor-
tory oL, talc. place in the humait body. Micro-organiisms obtained fromn
a focuis of infection caiin.,rg eholecystitis or fromn the diseased glill-btad..
decr when injee(tecil inte aniiais, produce hoeyttsin a large per-
centage ef cases, sud this is aiso truce of appendicitis, arthritis, gastnie,
nieer and other diseases. These experimients prove that the pniniau-y
feus produces the disease and that the organisin posseCsses selectivity.

$ecendary infections usuaIlilly take place by the hemiatogenious or
lymphaticr -route, and icro-organisms have been observe(] in secondary
foci as embeli. The septic focus produces flot only iciro-orgainisins
but ailse toxine4, wichel play an independent rote in causing ehiemie
trauma of varions tissues of the body, and evidence existe tending to
cenfirin the belief thlat these toxie substances aise possess aelectivity, or
that certain tissnes select these toxie bodies. The rapidity: of the dis-
appeagrance of mental andi physicail weakness and severe pain in certain
nerves, when the focus ef infection lias been removed, is best explainedJ
b)y assuiinrg that they were due te toxemia. The varying degrecos Of
virulency of the streptococcus depend upon the presence o! varying
ainounts o! oxygen, tilt less the oxygenl the greater the virulency, and,
te a certain extent, the foodi supply is aIse a factor. Many focal infee-
tiens remnain local, and this observation lias preventcd many thoughtfui
physicians fromn believing that focal infection causes constitutienai dis-
cases. An abundance of clinical and bacteniological evidence, supple-


