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mnay operate in the first position of affaira, but cannot in the second.
A minor ini the eyes of the Iaw does not give consent. The par-

ents or guardians do this for the child or minor. They are within
their righlts when they refuse a given line of surgical treatment. They
act i the room and stead of the child.

This is lin ail cases where the welfare of the publie is flot at stake.
'When the discase ia of a contagious nature, or sucli as may properly
bc field to be dangerous to othiera, then the officers of the law mnay inter-
pose, and separate such a person fromn others, regardiess of whether
the person be au aduit, a ixior, or of sound or uinsourid mimd, Thia is
where the liberty of the îindi%-Îdual may bo entrenched, upon for the
safety of others.

In the case of a nasal polyptis, Ille presence of adenoida, an en-
Iarged condition of the tonsils. or a strabiamuai, there 18 ne, danger te the
public. These conditions affect onily the individual afflicted. The right
of aecepting or rejecting operation remnains with the individuials if of
mature years and sound mind; and with the parents or guiardians if
they are minera or of unsouind iiiid.

Should it be ever deemied wise to so amend the statutes that par-
ents and guardians niust consent to operative treatmient of such condi-
tions as those just mentionied, then somne very comipetent body mnuat bc
appointed to say the lat word. It will flot do to have the last word,
in the power of the medical inspector of the sehlools, who miay bo hon.
est, but quite inexpericnced ln some ef these branches of practice.

The laast bas not been aaid on thia subject. Forced surgical treat-
ment bas been raised iii an acute formi, and, like Banquo's ghoat, will
net clown. If the achool outhorities decide to insist on compulsory sur-
<bcal treatmnent, then the w-hole question niust take the wider position
and be deait with on the broadest basis.

TUIE GREATEST OF ALL INDUSTRIES,

There is nothing that ean engage a people's thought and energy
that will yield such handsonie profits as that of promoting publie health.
Thle lengthening of the years for usefûl workc and the reducetion of the

@munt of sickuess are the two highest aimas that ean bo placed before
the publie attention.

The. Duke of Counaught speke worda of weight and value when
b. said li Toronto a few daysa go regarding tuberculosis, that the
raiulng of the million dollar fund and the building of sanitaria were
D~ot the solution of the whole prebleni. The people thenmelves muet


