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opileptic who in early lito havo suffered from infantilo convul-
sions, a diseaso :dentical with opalepsy, tho prediepo:ition to
this disease has always oxisted, and the system has readily
yiclded to oxciting causes of irrtation.
Although it 13 my desire to confine myself as far as possible
10 points copnected with the treatmont ot tho disense, yet | feel
called upon tu notico one or two facts wiich have recontly come
under my notie, which strike mo ay having a strong beanng
upon the pathulogy of' this, and, indeed, upon all forms of con.
vulsive dixease, more expeaially with regard to tho seat in which
convulsions would appear to ariso. Bdmnng with Van der
Kolk that tho medulla oblongata is the contro in which con-
vulsion is organized, it is my habit wvaniably 10 oxamne care
fully the upper part of tho spinal colamn n all epilepties who
come under my nutiee, aud I have beon much struck with the
frequency with which pressuco an this regron will give rnise
to a xpeuies of epileptic aura, arsing from or pruceeding to xome
distaut part of the budy.  Thas un making pressure Lotween the
occiput and the adas there 13 frequently pain or a peenhar
nervous tingling felt, sumotimes st the pit of tho sivmach,
sometimes down tho arms, of it may bu in tho throat, and in
somo cases this aurn may pass into a modified or even a complete
opileplic seizure. In two cases in my practico thas has actually
happoned.  The first of theso paticats was a young lady, E. R,
aged twenty. Sho bad beon opileptic for nearly five years. She
way a strongly built girl, of sangwne tomporamont.  An cldor
sister, sullering from melancholic, 18 i a lunatic asylum, the fits
first appeared at the commoncoment of the menstrual period, and
woro attributed to fright.  Thoy cumne on overy ton days or
fortnight, but more frequently oceurred at the catamenial epoch.
They wero very convalsive, but sho did not bite her tongue. I
very soon discusered the effect of pressuro upon tho upper part
of the spinal column, and it was upon the second occasion of my
sccing her that an actual conyulsiun occurred.  She described the
aurn as arising in tho throat, coupled with a senso of constric-
tion, this was but momontary. Tho faco becamo deeply suf
fused, no ery was given, but convuis.ons, commencing in the
upper extremitics svon becamo genoral.  After this 1 I‘rcque"“i
otzerved that similar offects conld be prodaced by pressuro it
this spot, althuugh I nover carned it so fur as to produce couvak




