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most positively that this will be found the best.
I do not really think 1 am stating too much when I
zay that it i= almost a specific. At any rate I shail
be quite willing to lesve it for my professional bre-
thren to disprove or_endorse the opinion held.

Pregnancy Mistaken for the Menspauss.

Mistakes in diagnosis, Dr. Brown remarked, are
commecen; to report them is comparatively rare.
But it is a3 much the aurgeon’s duty to report his
mistakes and failures as his successes. The follow-
ing case may prove instructive in this light.

Mrs, C Ne———) ngod forty-five, & native
of Maine, originally of good constitution, put her-
gelf under his care April 19th, 1869. She kad been
at & ¢ water cure” for two weeks previously. She
hed been sick for three years, unable to walk o few
rods without assistance.

On making » vaginal examination, he found the
os large, open, ulcerated; the uterus sbout four
times the normal szize, the sound passing reedily
four inches. She had, in addition to the ordinary
sympathetic symptoms hematemesis, with [almost

_ constant pain in the epigastrie region, and internal
hemorrhoids. About nine months previcus to her

- arrival in Stoneham, she had irregular menstrus-
tion, .which stopped about four months previous to

- her arrivel. There was still a profuse vaginal dis
chargs, for gome time tmged with blood, but lat-

terly dark-colored, with an offensive odor. Subject

- cccasionslly. to spasmis, with rigors.

.. Bhe ha.dhadseven living children; eldest, twenty-
mxyem 5 youngest nino years old ; no miscarri-

age. .

Dr. H. R Storer visited her in consultation on
Apnl 24th, 2nd found substantially the same state
of things asabove described. She miscarried April
29th the fwtus about fonr monthsadvanced ; pla-

_centa adherent, removed by the hand; and ahe
-made a good recovery. She wes afterwards tronted
for.ulceration successfully, and left for ber home in
.Maine, much improved. The gastric affection was
also greatly bettered.
«.-This is one of the cages where even the most
.expenenced physxcwn would be.likely to err in
. disgnoais. .. The length of txme (nine years) which
had alapsed since. the birth of the last child; the
time of lifs (forty-fiye. years), when the change
,.xmghﬁbe ressonably expected ; the extensive dis-
. onse of the os and neck ; the length of time (three
:yaatl) during - wluch the patient had remained a
helpleu invalid ; the ca.choom expression of count-
. enanoy,, thh pain, zm;d oﬁ‘egnwe discharge, wers all
cslcuhtedtothmw us off our guard, and point to

the existence of a polypus or & fibroid tumm
Neither Dr. Storer ner himself believed that iy
case was cancer ; although several of her relstions
and acquaintances expected that that would be &g
decision.

Dr. Storer stated his eatisfsction at Dr. Browa‘s
case having becn reported. He had himself in
several instances reported to medical societies cas
where, in default of the probability of the exi.
ence of pregnancy, he nad been similiarly mistaken,
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The Gholagogus Actisnof Mercuryend Podophyltis

An investigation of the action or want of actien
of mercury and taraxacum in influencing the sscre-
tion of bile, is something like an inquiry by Dn
Colenso into the suthenticity of the Book .d
Numbers. It is something to make the cheeks &
many &n old-fashioned pactitioner turn pale, &
shake the whole foundation of hia therapeutisl
creed, te symbolize the end of all things at leastas.
regards drugs. Podophylline is but a juvenia
That podophylline, albeit lauded in no messursd
terms for itaflow-of-bile-producing qualities, shouid
prove a traitor, was a blow which some little exer
tion of moral courage gould enable the believer o
survive; but that any doubt should be felt about
the capabilities of calomel and blus pill, and e
tractum taraxaci, in * acting upon theliver,” mus
have conveyed a shock in varivus quarters, fro@
which we should imagine there are many still sk
fering. The investigation, however, has m
place. It haa been conducted by men of provid
ability. Its results arc here placed before it
reader in a very intelligible form, and we e-mfp
for our part, that at these results we ore not @t
whit surprised. The experiments clearly &hofh
what careful observation in practice must hew
taught theunprejudiced, that {uith in the chelageg
action of theso drugs has been misplaced, that &
trust in blue pill from thia particular point of -
has been as ill-judged as it was strong, and i
the days are rapidly drawing to a cloge whexd
practitioner of medicine will be able, without s
jecting himself to ridicule, to inform his puwé
that his complaint is “&ll liver,” and reqmm@‘
dry doses of mermury; podophylling, ur tarsxetis

In the experiments adupted by the comm@h
‘dogs were employed. The fundus of the.§
bladder was attached to the sbdominel wall,’ 882!
fistulous opening made.in it through which#
whole of the bile secreted for at loast twoni _,Q
hours at a time was collected. =g

‘It will be observed that during the five W?




