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THEliE are rnany reasons why surgery of the stoniach should
bc inore and miore interesting, to the clinician. Chief amongr
these is the faci, that with the incrýasing clinical experience
in this field) it has become possible to perfect the diagnosis
of conditions far beyond the degree to which this could be, done
only a few years a.go, when ut was possible to aetually confirm
diagnoses anatomically only in those patients who could be sub-
jecteaI to an autopsy. In the vasù niajority of cases the diagynosis
'vas inade upon theoretical grounds. The patient was treated and
irnpruo'ed temporarily; during a subseque-at attack some other
physician made the same or Ma different diagnosis, which again
Icould not be proven anatomically, the difficulty arising, from the fact
that ino one could prove or disprove the diagnosis in either case.
The iioment a case becornes surgical, however, this difficu]ty is
abolislied, because the diagnosis can and rnust be proven to be
righit or wrorig.

There is much ante-rnortemi pathology in diseases of the stomach,
as 'vQll as in diseases of ail the other intra-abdominal organs, whicli
Can bc studied properly neither posz-mortemn nor ante-mortemn,
uniess the organ is exposed to view; and no sooaer bas this been
donc in a large series of cases than 'the diagnosis of the condition

~becomes inuch simplei' and casier and gains greatly in certainty.
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