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culation. In ome case of delirinm tremens,
where the circulation was very feeble, the com-
bination of croton-chloral with digitalis had a
wonderful effect, and*it seemed as if the drugs
could be given together in much smaller doses,
to produce the same results, than singly. In
this [ pushed it from ten to thirty grains every
three hours, with drachm and two-drachm doses
of theinfusion of digitalis. In pain arising from
caries of teeth, I have found it useless in most
cases, and in all inferior to Rlchardson’s “ tr,
gelsemini ;7 but in one case, of a nervous young
lady, by giving her two wen-grain doses, I was
able to extract a tooth next to painléssly, to her
groat satisfaction. You will notice in all these
cases it is in affections of those parts supplied by
the fifth pair of nerves that itis of most use ; but
to be of service you must give the drug in far
larger doses than prescribed in the Pharma-
copeia—for adults, five grains, three or four
* times daily, gradually increasing if required ; if
stimulants are wanted, dissolve it in rectified
spirit; if not, dissolve it in glycerine. In all
cases complicated with hemorrhoids, give gly-
cerine. If anmmia exists, combine it with iron,
or, which I believe better, arsenic; then gradu-
ally lessen the chloral. In all cases I have
found it better to give itin solution than in
powder or pill.

DAMIANA AS A NERVE TONIC.

My views on damiana as a sexual tonic are known
to a very large number of the members of the medi-
cal profession. Further experience has strengthened
the high appreciation I have expressed of its value
in sexuil debility, and given me, I think, somc new
ideas as to its physiolosical action and position as a
remedial agent. It is pre-eminently a nerve tonic,
impressing the brain and nerve centres very much
in the same manner that strychnia does. ~While,

- howover, void of poisonous properties, it excites
nerve celi nutrition, and enables the nerve cell to assi-
“milate its proper pabulum from the blood.
.. For the medulla oblongata and the medulla spina-
lis, it has an especial affinity. The motor nerves
Seem more impressed by itsinfluence than are those
of sensation.  Hence I inferred that it would prove
Valuable in paralysis, Opportunities offering, I tested
the acouracy of this inference in two cases—one
hemiplegic, the other paraplegic. TIn both, damiana
Proved of unquestionable efficacy ; the ‘advantage
Was as unequivocal as I ever witnessed from the use
_of strychnia and ergot.
. Iy theory of its modus operandi—that it act-
&d as an invigorator of the primordial nerve cell—be
Sorrect, it is easy to understand its true place in the
treatment. of.certain forms of paralysis, as well 48
other nerve lesions'in which deficient cell nutrition
Plags an important part. Damiana, by its direct
action a8 2 werve tonie, by removing the morbid con-
dition or stimnlating the cells in inactive conditions,
f‘fPP}l‘Q‘SM‘;} great want in therapeutics.

If impotency has accrued-in the male from ina-
bility to seoure the necessary erectica to convey the
seminal fluid into the female, and to produce in her
the very important yet mot absolutely essential
orgasm forimpregnation, this remedy, inthe absence
of orzanic or structural change, will almost invaria--
bly overcome the difficulty. It accomplishesall, and
even more effectually, the results attained by combi-
nations of iron, strychnia, ergot and cantharides,

In several cases of nervous exhaustion, 1 have
found the organismal hypophosphites to give rather*
negative results, on account of the nerve cell being

unpable to imbibe its proper pabulum. In such cases’
I have used damiana alone with evident benefit 5
but the two agents together are almost ragical in
their effects. )

I have recently used these two agents ir combina.”
tion with extract of malt, and the result hus execeded..
my fondest expectations in several cases of mal-nutri-
tion and geperal cachexia. [ have also nuticed shat
the capacity of both physicaland intellectn « tabor is
increased by the use of this combination. - -

Recently I have used damiana in a cise of ohati-
nate constipation, and found the troubis entirely
rewroved ; and this after having used a mitliitude of
reaigdies. Whether the result in this cuse wig a
mere coincidence, or will again oceur, I shall deter-
wine by future trials. I believe dimiana can be ad-
vaatageously used in all cases in which strychina is
now employed. '

The preparation T have used is the fluid extract,
either prepared by myself by cold repareolation, or
by Dr. F. O.St. Clair. 1 abstain from heat in

mkiny it, as high temperatare is as fatal to dam-
iana as it is to wild cherry. My not the rise of
heat in the mnafacture explain the reason why so -
mich of the fluid extracts fouad in thz mirket is
atterly worthless, anl has broushtso mush reproach,
to be shared by the properly prepared aad valu.ble
article ? '

Duimiaga, like ergot, isolated phosphorous com-
pounds, podophyllin ard other valuable agents, has
had its good name traduced, and at it has baen'
harled the usual reme ly of the weak, ridicule ; bus
truth, as it always will, has trinvmphed, and this
agent is, no doubt, destined to an officinal position
in our pharmacopwia.—C. G. Polk, in Virginia
Medical Monthly., Atlantia Medical and Sur-
gical Journal, Feb., 1879,

TO HASTEN THE ACTION OF QUININE.

Dr. Starke, Berliner Klin. Wochenschrift, ad-
vises that before swalowing powders or pills of
quinia, a weak tartaiic acid lemonade be taken.
This procedure not only greatly acclerates the solu-

‘tion" and absorption of the quinia, rendering its phy-

siological action much more prompt, but also obviates -
that unpleasant gastric irritability so common after

the administration of large doses of this drug:



