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him, at once recognised a fracture through both rami of
the jaw. Careful means were used to keep the fragments
En position, but without success, and I was accordingly asked
to see the patient.

A.n examination determined a fracture on the right side
ýof the lower jaw at the junction of the angle and ramus, and
one on the left side through the ramus, immediately above
the angle. The bôdy of the bone was uninjured. By a
flittle manipulation and elevation of the body of the bone,
the fragments could be brought nearly together ; but, when
the force was removed, the fragments at once separated, and
the body of the jav fell downwards so as to leave the mouth
open and fixed in this position, as the patient had no control
ýover the movements of the bone. There was a small wound
aýn the right side of the cheek anterior to the s.eat of fracture,
which was discharging pus freely. The experience of the
treatment which had already been adopted having shown
that some special means would be required to keep the frag-
ments together, it was decided that the patient should be
brought to town and placed under my care in the infirmary.
Accordingly, he was admitted inte my wards on September
28th ; and, on the following day, I placed him under the
influence of chloroform, and proceeded to secure the frag-
ments together by means of a wire suture. Owing to the
position of the fractures, it was found impossible to drill the
jaw from the inside of the mouth, and I therefore made an
external incision about two inches in length over the seat of
fracture on the right side, exposed the fragments, and hav-
ing drilled them, brought them together with strong silver
wire. A similar incision was made over the left side, and
the ifragments were drilled and treated as on the right side
The fragments on this side could not be brought accurately
toget'her, but they were secured as nearly so as possible.
After the operation, there was still a slight tendency for
the body of the jaw to become depressed, and, in order to
counteract this, a picce of soft gutta-percha was introduced
between the molars of the upper and lower jaw on the left
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