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. ~On tlie other hand, some very éminent Jurists pretend, ahd
, we have hedrd it from the moutli of’ a’distinguished J udge in
. Quebec, that, as it is frequently impossible to establish the
inténtion of murdér which qualifies that crime in the éyes of
-‘the law, an assaillant is held responsible of the tonsequences
which may arise from the violence committed, howéver
. slight it ight'bé dt first ; and as it is equally certain that a
wouind which'is harmless in one case, may prove mortal in
“another, a knowledgeof the distinction between mortal and
dungerouts wounds, could not be very material in the generale
ity of trials for murder, since the denomination of the crime
would rest on the betfer chance of recovery, which some
constitutionsare known to’ possess over others, 'We are laid
‘to helieve, on the contrary, that a proper attention to the
. circumstances attending an injury, will suffciently point oat
- the natural conscuences to be expected from' them, "ivith z
“view to facilitate the (ne'execution of the laws, and we shatl
.only say that the Coventry act itself does not appear to dfford
those satistuctory explanations of the diiferent denominations
of crimes which it embraces, whereby the Physician can
effectually cooperate in the doe execution’ of its objects,
upou the principles by which a medical obaeh'er is te be
guided in his researches. :
Of mental Alienation—~This" chapter is'b'ne’ih'which Dr.
Beck displays the most enlighténed judgeniént and an unconi-
“snon accutacy and precision in his statements, ‘and this will
warrant our extracting at some length. To (i€ ordinary divi~
sion of insanity into mania, melancholia, and idiocy, he pre-
“fers the classification preposed by M. Esquirol; in his mastery
"atticle on-insanity in the Dictiondire des Sciencés Médicales,
as better calculatéd to illustrate the various wppeatatices bf
the disease.  The following is the ordler pursuéd by Him' :
“L. Mania, in which the hallucidation éxténds. to alt Kinds'sf
“objects, ‘and is “accomphttied ‘with’‘sumé’ Excitement. -2,



