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It is only because, within the last 50 years, language has been
subjected to the process of anulysis and induction, nmetied devised
and perfected for, and illustrated by the pursuit of physical iuvest-
igations, that its study has been raised from a inere acquisition of
words and arbitrary rules, 1o the diguity of a science, and that it is
entitled to the high rauk which it undeubtedly occupies as an in-
strument of mental training,. "

The truth appeare to me to be, that language, mathematies, aid
hysical scivnce, and mental science, probably, alsu, may, in skil-
ul hands, be_equally well employed as the basis for disciplining

the mind, Thero will be some difference inthe special tendencies
of each, and in their adaptation for different degrees of matwity in
tho inteltect to v dealt with, and to some extent iu the peculinr
qualities of individual intellecis most Lkely to be benefited by
them. Each of these studies has at the same time a practical use
from the knowledgo acquired, inespective of the process of acqui-
sition. Here oo, there 1s much diversity in the universality of the
application of the knowledge, and different men will attach varyin

degrees of impostance to each, according to their several tastes an

professional purswits. There can be little doubt that the wmost
perfect education would result from the vuion of them all; but the
great dunger hies in the extent of the feld, and in the fear, lest by
attemnpting too much, we should give a mere supesfiesal kuowledge

without a thorough training iu any one branch. In schools, where
a uniformity of system is essential, I beliovs that the langunages
and the natural sciences will be found better adapted to the im-
nature intellect of the boy, than either maihewmatical or metaphysi-
cal studies. But mn the mghor educational institutions, whers a
certain latitude of selection may be left to the students themselves,
according to theit several tastes and their ultimate destinations,
there ouaht to be provision for the proper study of them all. The
embryo Tawyer, wlhoso after life is to be engaged in logomachies of
another kind, may find profit from being versed in the subtletis
of the metaphysician, the future eungineer will probably prefer
mathematics, and the medical studeut some of the sciences, whlst
all will do well 1o complete their training in the study of language.

I should perhaps apologize for having wandered so far from my

main subject, but the impostance of the questivn justifies the digres-
sion. To return to our own specil field—if in the pursuit of most
of the sciences we labour under disadvantages from want of oppor-
tunities, there are some branches where we have peculiar facilities.
The Geology and Natural History of our country must be studied
on the spot, and the world of science may fairly expect that we
who have the opportunity, thould supply some of the facts. These
are exactly the kind of subjects in which such societies as onrs
are found to be most efficient, as they afford the means of bring ne
under notice, and placing on record, detached facts which coulc
be made public in no other way. To these subjects our Museur
also ought to be mainly if not entirely devoted, and it would be
quite within our means to make it complete in these departments.

The time has indeed gone by when a Museum was a were col-

lection of curiosities, or as it was defined by Horace Walpole, o
« hospital for everything that is singular—whether the thing has
acquired singularity from having escaped the rage of time, or {rom
any natura! oldness—or from being so insignificant thai nobody
thought it worth while to produce any more of the same.”” But the
legiﬂ?mala field of a museum, as illusirative of useful studies, is so
exteusive, that a general collection with our Iimited means would
from its incompleteness be of comparatively littlo value. We
ought therefore to limit ourselves to some special object, and the
most appropriate one would be the illustration of the natural pro-
ductions and of the history of Canada.

There is also another branch of inquiry, in which it is quite
within our power 1o assist in supplying Canada’s contributicn
towards the general stock of knowledge. ~The ocial sciences are
daily becoming more 1mportant, and they, like all sciences, must
be founded upon a wide basis of well established and carefully
digested facts, To tius foundaton Canada has as yet hardly con-
tributed anything, and yet there are some points in which the
very youth of the country might make a collection of its statistics
peculiarly valuable. It is not very certain that all deductions,
tounded upon the state of society in Europe ure strictly applicable
to a country where the conditions are so different as they are here,
and for our own sakes it would be well if we could investigate
these questions from our own point of view, instead of accepting
withont examination the European versions of them. Moreover, for
the sake of establishing the principles of the sciences themsealves,
a social conditiun, just arranging Mself nto order, may bring to
light tendencies, which are :ﬁlogelher concealed in the complica-
ted and stereotyped relations of long established communities ; just
as the chemist may scize a substance ia its nascent state, which in

its permanent comFounds is too stubborn to yield itself to his anal-
ysis. ‘Towards ail this, or to whatover of it inay bo practicable,
we have done nothing. There ishardly a ciilized community any
where wwhich has furnished so little statist al information as Cana-
da, and what we have done as been imporfect, and what is worse,
it has often been incortect.  Now individuals may do much in this
line, and Societivs may press upon Government the importance of
the subject, and point out the particular branches in which the col-
loction "of facts is most required, [t is to the zeal of Societies in
Europe that we are prineipally indebted for the recognmon by
their Governments 0!l the utility of statistical information, and 1
pomt thas out a8 ono of the ways in which we uleomay do some-
thing towards furthering the objocts for which we wore established.

Bad and good Spelling.

To teach spelling, the habit of constantly writing passages either
of prose ar peetry 1s absolutely necessary, in order that the eye may
be tramed to distinguish the correct forms of words. The majorty
of persons find, by experience, that when they ars usked to spell
word nlond, they are in doubt, and are apt to maxe a mistake ; but
if they write the word their eye at once guides them to the proper
method of spelling it.  The inference, from this isrpklin, namely,
that the eye 1s as much concerned in the spelling of words as the
ear. Children shonld therefore be early accustomed o copy passages
correctly from their reading-book. This exercise, which I call
stranseribing,® should be coutined to the junior classes in schaols,
and be a preparatory step to the dictation which they will practise
when they get mto the semor classes. Trauscribing teaches spell-
ing ; while dictation (leavin%, as it does, the pupil without the awd
of i book to copy from) must Do regarded properly as a test of spell-
ing.

The cerrecting of written exercises is always a tedious part of
schaol-work, and; sufficient time should be atlowed for it in the gen-
eral time-table of the school. There is one method of correction
which is attended with little loss of time ; but whether it can always
be depended vpou, 1s a questton which I must leave the reader of
this letter to determine.  The method is as follows : Aftera passage
has either been transcribed from books or written from dietation
(and so of course without the aid of books), a woui.or or pupil-
teacher, taking a book, should slowly spell aloud each word large
and small, in the passage which has been written.  While he does
this, each scholar should ~arefully look at his own slate,and if he
finds a word which he has not spelt as it is spelt in the book, and as
the monitor spells 11, he should put out lus hand ae a signal for the
monitor to wait until he has pui it down correctly. L. fact, the
scholars should correct their owi. errors, with the view of impressing
good spelling upon their minds.

There is an interesting way of teaching spelling by the aid of the
black-board, which [ will describe. Let a black-boatd be placed on
an easel before a class ; then let the second boy propose a word,
which the first boy should go up and write in large letters on the
board. If he canuot write it correctly, let the second boy doso 3
and if he cannot, let the third § and so on : the boy who ir right
being allowed to go before those who are wrong. Theo teacher
should stand by to see fur play, and to prevent long words, such as
Constauntinople wnd Mesopotamia, from being proposed. Thescholars
should confine themselves mainly to small words, especially those in
which ei and 7e oceur, or in which letters ate to be Joubled, or a
igltcr is to be ominted.—J. F.in English National Society Monthly

aper.

‘The Natural sciences in Common Schools.

In the fast age in which we live, when new pians in every de~
partment of hife find ready advocates, we often {ail 0 digreriminate
between novelty and improvement.  Not mauy years ago the most
essential qualifications of the school-room were to read, write, cipher
and make pens. But izany now, as we believe, quite in advance
of the age, insist that in addition to these branches, musie, paint-
ing, and the whole cirele of natural science should find a place in
our common schools. But this opinion is advocated chiefly by those
who have had little or no praciical experience, and no argument
could bettes convinee them of its utter impracticability thah an at-
tempt to reduce their system to practice. No new theory shounld be
adopted because it is new, and yet we shonkl, of course, uccept
whatever is kuown 10 be an improvement,

The great object in teaching is not 10 crowd the mind with as
many facts as possible, but to educate, to lead forth and strengthen
the mental powers, by presenting objects that will awaken thought.
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