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betwoen six and soven hundred thousand dollars, an ! is seldom
oxceeded bly the expenditure,

Prince E¢ward?s Island offers an examplo of increasing prosperity,
greator i . proportion than that of New Brunswick though on
a much smaller scale. Indeed sume authors and statisticiuns
are of opinion that, from the great productiveners of ita soil, this
colony could eagily sustain a million of inhabitante.

This may bo considerably exagerated, yet it would appear
that of the 1,365,000 acres” which it contains, hurdly any part
is unfit for cultivation ; oaus, wheat, barley, potatoes and turnips
are the chiel staples. Through the rapid progress of agricul-
ture, tho valuable timber of "its forests is fast disappearing.
About 100 ships are Dluilt, annually; and about 400 belong
to tho island. The fisheries ar¢ very valuable. Exports are
valued at a million and one-foutth, and imports at a miltion and
a-hall of dollars. The revenue and expenditure are between sixty
‘and sixty-five thousand dollars.

The Lowor Provinces thus combine all the elemenis o”a powerful
and prosperous empite,and are 1n nearer communicaize with the old
world than any other part of America, Newfoundluud being only
1,640 geoaraph’ *al milea from Ircland. They have railways and
canals, although of courso not on so extensive a scale as Canada.
The connection of our Grand Trunk railway with Halifax, now that
it has reached River dus Loup, aud that sevoral portions of the line
aro made in the Lower Colonies, would be an undenaking of
no extraordinary difficalty. Considering the Imperial Govern-
ment have at Freseul a gueater interest in the execution of that
noble project than Canada itself, their indiflerence can only be
explained by a want of proper inlormation, or perhaps by the all-
absorbing questions of European and of Asiatic pohicy which have,
for soveral years, engaged their attention.

To sum up : the total area of the Lower Provinces, exclusive of
the Labrador territory, is nearly thirty four millions of acres, a
very small proportion of which, as we have seen, is under culti-
vation, leaving niillions and millions of acres of the finest lar®
available for agricultural purpeses. They have in their fisheries
not ouly mines of inexhaustible wealth, but a great nautical school,
which Is actually nursing a fleet of more importance than that
of many Luropean States. Coal mines, with which, it seems,
Canada is not favored, will give them those advantages which form
so impottant an clement in the power of the mother country. Their
exports altogether amount nearly to twenty six millions ; the im-
ports are & Tittle over twenty thiee millions, The aggregate re-
venne is about two mullions of dollars. (1) The total population, in
1857, was 725,000, of whom more than one third were Roman
Catholics, and about one seventh, suy 100,000, were French-Aca-
dians., The handful of people that esgaped the banishment of
their nation have wonderfully multiplied, and it is likely that
the great American poet Longlellow, had no ulea of this increase
;ﬂl“i,'l in his charming poem of Evangeline he wrote tho beauti-
ul lmes:

Still stands the forest primeval ; but under the shade of its branches,
Dwells another race, with other customs and 1-ngnage.

Only along the shore of the mournful and misty Atlantic

Lioger a few Acadian peasants whoso futhers from exile

Wandered back to their native land to die in its bosom.

In the fisherman’s cot tho wheel and the loom arve still husy,

Maidens still wear their Norman caps and their Kirtles of homespun,
And by the evening tire repeat Evangeline’s story,

While from its rocky caverns the deep voiced neighbouring ocean
Speaks, and in accents disconsolate answers the wails of the forest.

The Acadians of the present day show the same attachment to
the soil first settled by their forefathers as those of old ; and Mr.
Taché in his book contrasts it eloquently with the disposition [ately
evinced by some of his own countrymen :

“ The descendants of thase brave Acadians who had retarned to
their native land, after eluding a persecution by which they had
been driven away, Jdo not abandon their homes to seek in 4 1oreign
land a subsistance or a refuge. Though left in obscurity, and
with but a small share in the direction of the affairs of their beloved
country, they do not emigrate to the United States. Less favored
than we are in many resp2cts, they still eling to the soil which

(1y The figures of the Catholic popalation given by Mr, Taché differ
greatly from those given by Mr. Iodgins, They are: New Foundland
90, Prince Edward 35, Nova Scotia 100, New Brunswick 98 ; altogether
323,000. This would ba very near oune half of the whole population.
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therr forefathers redeemed to civilization, and transmit to thewr
Jhildion the traditions of the past. No extravagant idea, nor hollow
dream o1 Utopia, no thirst for gold, nor spirit ot msubordination
has loosened the domestic ties, nar offaced the love which they
feel for a rural life,~for the labor of tho fivld is preferred to every
other tail.  They either till the carth or attend to thowr product ve
fisheriea. ‘The yonng men do not lozd and unload the Durham
boats of the ILrie Canaly, nor are the voung women to be found
employed as servants in the towns, The custom has not come into
vogue, of shaking off the paternal authority as early as possible,
and ot believing oneself of great consequence before being cither
the head of a tamily or o useful and respected citizen.”

IX.
LOWER CANADA.

The first place in Lower Canada which was honored with the
presence of the Prince was Gaspé. The peniusula known under
that name is now divided into two judiciary distnets, Bona-
venture and Gaspé, the latter jurisdiction comprising also the
Magdalen Islauds in the gulf of St. Lawrence.

Itsarenis 7,289 square miles, a very small proportion of which
is under cultivation. Settlements are now bemg made in the
mterior, and the inhabitams are beginming to find that the land,
which in most places is as furtifo as that of the adjoining
districts in New Brunswick, yiwelds a safer rcvenue than tle sea.

The gopulalion by the census of 1851, was 21,718; but it must
now bo much greater. ‘The anunal value of the fishenes of the two

counties comprismg the Magdalen Islands cxceeds one hundred
thousand dollars. ‘The total amount of exports from the posts of New
Carlisle and of Gaspi in 1859 amounted to $497,955 and the imports
10 $235,689 ; Gaspé Basin was made a free port of entry a few
weeks pravious to the arrival of the Prince.

The Governor General Sic Edmuad ead, together with all the
members of the Provincial cabinet, went down in the steamer
Victoria from Quebec ta Gaspé, whete they met H. R. H. on
Tuesday, the 14th of August. Onthe following day, they were pre-
seuted as well as the Sherifl and a deputation from the Coutny f
Gaspé, and had the honor of lunching with the Prince on board the
Hero. The royal squadron left Gaspé Basin for the Saguenay riv v,
at two o’clock in the afternoon, being preceded by the steamers
Victoria and Lady Head, having on board H. E. and suite.

A 1oyal salute was fired from a battery belonging o J. LeBouthi!-
lier, Esq., K. P. P. for Gaspé.

The beautitul scenery of the Lower St. Lawrence with the ahnost
continuous range of white houses that line its ehores are said to
have been the object of much ardmiration. {t is also reported that
m the evening, the Premier of Canada the Hon. Mr. Cartier and
several members of the suite sang some of our Canadsan boat songs,
the Prince joming in the chorus.

La Olaire Fontaine, the most popular of these airs has on that
account been published in the New York newspapers, and in
several instances it wag played in honor of the Prince in the
course of his peregrinations in the United States.

‘The Ilero at the entrance of the river Saguenay struck on the
reefs, and though no serious accident happened,” the officers in
charge of the other vessels, thought it more prudent not to venture
any farther. The Priuce then went on boand the Vicloria and
preceded by Mr. Price’s steamer Zudoussac went forly five miles
up the river past Cape Eternity. The weather was cold and wet,
but the clouds, 1tissaid, added to the usval wildness and grandeur
of the scenery. The noble river which is navigable seventy five
miles from its mouth up to Chicoutimi, takes its source from lake
St. John, u sheet of water thirty miles by twenty five, and at a dis-
tance of 120 mules. It draius an immense country, a great part of
which is of the most beautiful soil. The climate of the valley of
Jake S:. John is milder than that of the northern shore of the
St. Lawrence. ‘The county of Chicontimi which m 1851 had only
6000 inhabitants, has now ‘in all probability more tha» double that
number. The inhabitants are ahnost all of French . migin. Numer-
ous schools are springinz up and are well attended,  + immense
lumber trade is carried on in these regions, and for several years
to come 1t can only increase as the forests are c'eared by the

oncers 3 while the river is far famed for its rich saimon
isheries.

The next day, Thursday, was cold but elear, and the Prince who
at the close of evening had returned on board the ffero, again went
up the river in the (i’iclon'a, and landed about 15 miles from
its mouth near the river Ste. Marguerite, one of its afiluents. There
tents had been pitched and fishing tackle provided. After being
engaged somelime in fishing and shooting, the whole paity went



