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get the present laws altered, that is, we must moke the legal rate of in-
terest, where no bargain i= made 10 the contrary, 7 per cent,, and where
one man haa monev to leud and another wishes to borrow, it must be left
to the borrower and the lender to make the best bargan they can with
each other, ns they do i buywg hnd sclling wheat, sheep, oxen, or any
thing clae,

Srd Furmer.—\When your lnws nllow you to do this, you wilt have lots
of money m Canada, and when the Bntish capitahst finds out, \vh.xcl! he
will seon do. that Canadinns do not behieve n or pracuce yepudintion,
buz pay therr debts regularly, as they do m England, they will be glm! of
an oppertunity to take your freehold farmig or house property as security,
und loan you their money.

18t Larrier.—1 wonder what could have been the origin of the usury
laws? They are very ancient, for the Scriptures curse those who lend
INONeY On uSUTY. .

3rd Farmer.—That is true, but it must be recollected thatin those
davs money was a very different thing from what it is now ; and in this
cazc,ns in the case of Chrisi's instructuion to his people, * that when a
man smite thee on the left cheek, turn to him the other also ; or if he will
take thy coat, give him thy cloak also,” neither is intenied to be under-
stood Iiterally, but in both cases it 13 mtended to inculcate the adherence
to a princwple of forbearance, and in the case of a lender not to he extor-
tionate, and to take no undue advaninge of the necessities of the bor-
yower, or in the other not 10 show a vindictive resistance, but rather to
suhmit to aggression than o so. .

94d Farmer.—1 have heard it said that in Cogland the law on this
subject has been greatly altered of Inte.

3rd Farmer —Yes, this law in England wonld long ago have been
repealed aliogether, but for the fearon the part of the n{d aristocratical
fannlies that their young and mexpenenced sons may be induced 10 b?r-
vow large sums of extortionatn Jews, and reduce them to poverty. 'lho;
Enghsh law still says that upon bonds and mortgages the lender shali
not receive more than 5 per cent., but latterly the English law permils
hollers of bills of exchange to moke any bargain they moy see fit, by
which in these cases the usury lasws become a nullity.

ond Farmer.—-1 understand all this now: Isee hovs it it that Canada
bas not got along better or faster: these usury laws keep the farmer
poor; and if th: firmer is poor, nobody else can be rich ; \vhefo‘as lfll!c
farmer be rich, nobady else can be poor.  Let us get up a l?wns}np
meeting and t1ik these matters over, and it will go hard-if we don't get up
a petition to Parliament to alter the law, and 1fo.ur members wont supe
pOFt our petition, why we will chioose two that will do so.

We agreed, Me. Eduor, to have a Township Meetng, and I will
trouble you with an eccount of the procecdings, and I hope you will

oblige your numerous subseribers by giving an accoant of 1t.
A FaruEeR.

In the last number of the « Ecoxomist,”—n the article on that ¢ great
gun” of Proteciion, the Hon. 3r. Moore,—an error occurred which even
the cditor of the Gazette would consider to be rather a considerable one—
that is, in asmall way. It was occasioned by the compositor reading
" epilogne  for  prologue,”—mnking that first which should have been
last. Asthe Hon. Gentleman to whom our remarks were addressed
could not posaibly discover the mistake, and that he may not himself be
led nt ony foture time into ersor, we now beg to assure him that an ¢pi-
logue is a speech addressed to the spectators at the conclusion of a play,
(in his case a farce,) winlst a prologue is an address delivered Lefore.

« Tyy Tasr Rost: or Sunwer.’—Here, in Montreal, the Gazette, the
last of the Protectiomsis, has been quite ** used up” by whaj he calls
*¢ thiat obscure prt,” the Leonomist.—ilot of yesterduy.

PROVINCIAL, LOCAL, AND GENERAL NEWS.

The Provincial Parliament is prorogued to the 24:h April; butit isnot
called for despatch of businesss. The Moyor and Touwn Council of
Cornwall have addressed the Guvernor General.  In ns reply His Ex-
cetleney says"—* Iam decply impressed with a conviction of the great
natural resources of Cannda, and most anxicus that the government and
the people should co-operate for their developinent. To this object my
strenuous exertions will always be direcied , and I trust that before long
I shall be able to render myeelf, by personal observation, more mumately
sequainted with the fertile districts of the West, and their enterpnising
inhabitants —="The Quelec Mercary announces that there will be twenty
vessels (row building at that port) ready for eca by the 20th May, capable
of taking 150,000 barrels of flour. Varlous reports of ministenal
clinnges continue to exeite the guidnuncs. It is slated that Sit Allan
MacNab and Mr. Sherwood are about to join the ministry, and that the
arrangement is onpalitable to a portion of the Conservativeparty. Inthe
meantime, Mr. Cayley has proceeded to the Upper Province, but whether
to arrangg his new tarifl (rather an imporiant maiter) or no, Wwe cannot
say.——A correspondent of the Colourg Stur writes fiom Montreal, as
follows:—*1 have just learncd from a source to be 1clied on, that our
Navigation Laws are 1 be partaily abohished 5 that the Parliament will
for this purpose assemble about the 27th April.  The Rail-Road frem
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IInlifax to Lake Iuron will also be brought before the House, and intro-
duced with an assuiance that Great Butain will supply the cash to build
it. This is great and glorivus news, and will completely smash agatation
in all poliical matiers.” St. Patnck’s Church--.a new Roman
Catholic place of worship,---was opened in Montreal on Wednesday last
It isa very handsome edifice, and is capable, it is said, of containing five
thousand peisone,

There is no very important or decisive news from the United States.
Mr. Benton, who was to have gone to Mexico, as a kind of eavil and mihi-
tary dictator, demanded powers go extensive, indecd, so extravagant and
unprecedented, that they were refused.  The reports of a gencral engnge-
ment between Santa Anna and the Americang, are premature 3 but there
is every reason o believe that one was not far distant.  In the mean time,
the Mexicans had cut oﬂ'scvcrn! small detachments of the enemy.

THE MARKETS.

NEW YORK.

Asues.---Pots, R4 81tc. Pearls, 86 2-c.

Corrre.---Matket quiet.  Sales, Brazil, 732 to 8c. Java, 81c. to 10c.
Sumatra, 7c., and St. Domingo, €c. to 64c.

FruiT.---Sales, 8,000 boxes Bunch Raisins, 81 85c. 400 half boxes
at 95c. 2,400 drums Turkey Figs at 8c. to 13¢., cash.

Frour.---Market innctive.  Sales to a moderate cxtent, of various
brands, at §7. Sales, to arrive, of 15,000 barrels deliverable during the
year---at the option of the seller, at §5 ;---also for delivery in May, at
S5 8732 1o 86., i---and §5 30c. in July. Cora Meal is heavy, and

13tk March, 1817.

sellsat 85t0 35004~ Rye Flour, §1 871c.
Grax.~--Jersey Red Wheat sells at 81 40c. to §14%. Northern
Rye scarce at 90 to 92¢.  Last sale of Barley,at 75c.  Oats, 42¢. to 435c¢.

Corn is dull at 92¢ ; sales to arrive in April and May, at 874 to 91c.
Ezxports from st to 9th March.
Corn, coevt il iien - eeiiee eiveneenes 402,786 bushels.
Wheat ..c.vivveiiiiiiiiiiiiini s 33444 do.
Provisions..--Market quite firm, at an advance over the last week’s
prices. Sales of 2,000 barrels Pritne, 811 75¢. to 812 23¢. 600 barrels
Aess $1437%c. 10 J1150¢,  New Mess, $1510 15 3¢, Lard,93c. to
10c.in barrels. Kegs, 1C3c. 10 104c. Cheese, 7c. to 7ic.
Tavrrow.---Sales for home use, at 832. to 9c.
Tga.--~The public sale of two cargoes lately arrived, went off with
spirit et full pricces.
Freigutrs.—To Liverpool, London aad Glasgow, 7s. for Fiour and 25d.
for Corn,
Excnaxcc.—On London, 33 to 4} per cent. pr.cmium, and rather
dull.

MONTREAL.  Friday Evg., March 19.
Asues.—DPols are firm at 279, 6d.  Pearls are dull, but no sales under
6d.

Grawx —Wheat for the last week has come in frecly from the country,
and the price from sleighs has varied from 58 10d to0 €s. 3J. per minot,
according to quality. A sale of a large parcel has been made at Gs. Gd.
per minot, for delivery in dMay.—Barley would command 3s. Gd. pex:
minot.—0ats have been sold for May dehwwery at 2s. 6d. per minot.—
Peasc, from sleighs, bring 5s. 5d. per minot.

Frovn.—Country flour, in bags, sells on the maket at 149, Gd. per cwt.
and the litde barrel flour, wliuch is bought by bakers, sclis for 323, Gd.
Contracts of best brands have been made, for May dehivery, at 31e. 6.,
and 3000 at 30s. 34d. to 80s. Gd. for delivery on or before 25th Junei--
Oiher large transactions have tuken place dunng the week at sinilar
rates.

Provisions.—Togs 1n carcase conunae to come 10, and scli freely at
85} for hogs weiglung 1350 tbs, and under; 364 for 200 lbs. and under;
and 6% for 200 lbs. and upwards. Mess Pork, $184 1o S19: very litde
selling, except at retaid. Prime and Pnme Mess are nomunal at $13%
and 15%.

Freients-—Some contracts of vessels building at Quebee, to be ready
at opeaing of navigauw, have been made 5s. 31 there.  An offer of
0s. 3J. from here has been wade and retused, for one of the new ships
at Quebec.

Excrnaxer--Dulls Private Bills on London, at 90 days, have been sold
at G per cent. prem.  Bank rate, 7 percent,

27s.

03" Subseribers to the Eeononist will please pay the amount of their
Subscriptions to our Agents; whose names hare leen given in former

}_ numbers of our paper, and whose receipts will bea full discharge.
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